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A41 in borough is tenth most congested outside London 

NOTORIOUS ROAD 
AMONG WORST 


Report by Alex Ross 


RESIDENTS have responded 
to a report revealing the A41 
as the TENTH worst congest¬ 
ed road outside London. 

Traffic information company Inrix 
revealed this week that the road, from 
Soho Hill to the Hawthorns stadium, 
is among the worst for traffic jams in 
the country. 

Motorists drive an average 14.6 mph along 
that stretch in the morning and at 9.8 mph in 
the evening, according to the report. 

The company also said that traffic congestion 
in Birmingham is costing the city £407m a year. 
It ranks Birmingham as fourth in the worst 25 
cities for congestion. 

Those attending Beacon Evangelical Church, 
Sandwell Road, just off the A41, are well aware 
of the problems. 

Pastor Tim Turner said: “We tell people to 
avoid the road. When they come to us for the 
first time and get directions online they are 
more than often late. 

“It has always been a problem, and I’m afraid 
I can only see it getting worse unless major in¬ 
vestment is put in to a scheme. A tram would 
help but the chances of that happening are 
slim.” 

Mr Turner, who is also secretary of the Grove 
Residents Association, added: “The problem is 
that the road is so densely packed with cars ei¬ 
ther side.” 

Match 

Deborah Allen, deputy manager at Saplings 
Day Nursery, on the A41, said she only noticed 
a problem for parents when there was a football 
match at The Hawthorns or there had been a 
crash on the motorway. 

She said: “There is a problem on certain 
times but apart from that our parents get here 
okay.” 

Steve Gooding, director of motoring research 
charity the RAC Foundation, said: “Road con¬ 
gestion is a high price to pay for having a suc¬ 
cessful economy, and the risk is that gridlock 
starts to strangle growth. 

“We need intelligent investment planned to 
minimise disruption during construction, min¬ 
imise maintenance requirements, and provide 
more flexibility for the future.” 

AA president Edmund King said: “Employ¬ 
ers could help ease the situation by introducing 
flexible working hours or home-based employ¬ 
ment. 

“We also need to improve the efficiency of 
white van deliveries as light vans are the fastest 
area of traffic growth.” 


UNSUNG HERO GETS A KICK FROM ACCOLADE 





Dean Burton is presented with his comic strip by Gareth McAuley after being named Premier League kicks hero 


BAGGIES aceGareth McAuley surprised an 
unsung hero from the club’s charity with a 
comic strip of his life at The Hawthorns. 

Dean Burton was named a Premier League 
Kicks Hero following seven years of work 
with the Albion Foundation. 

The 23-year-old from Tividale arrived at 
the charity as an 18-year-old volunteer but 
was then handed a 10-hour contract and is 
now employed full-time helping young people 
find employment. 

“I knew the behaviour managers a little to 
well at school,” admitted Dean at Tuesday’s 


presentation. “I was getting dragged out of 
lessons a bit too much, which is nothing I’m 
proud of, and I wasn’t too fussed about my 
grades at the time. 

“I was keen to get involved with the Foun¬ 
dation, because I’ve been an Albion fan all my 
life. Initially you have doubts about working 
for free but then you see the value of it.” 

Even though Dean’s main focus is getting 
jobs for young people out of education and 
employment, he still runs the Kicks session 
at Hadley Stadium in Smethwick on Mon¬ 
day night for eight-to- 18-year-olds. “Hearing 


what he’s achieved is absolutely brilliant,” 
said defender McAuley, who was a glass col¬ 
lector at a pub and an apprentice for a glazing 
company before he turned professional. 

“It takes a lot for a young person to vol¬ 
unteer but it just shows he’s working hard, 
kept his nose clean, and now has a full-time 
position within the Foundation.” 

The Premier League Kicks programme was 
launched in 2006 to create safer, stronger and 
more respectful communities through the de¬ 
velopment of young people. 

• Baggies latest - Back page 


DEBT 

£10.8m of unpaid 
council tax is owed 

MORE than £10.8 million is owed to 
Sandwell Council in unpaid council tax 
from the last five years. 

The amount owed has risen each year 
since 2012, with the number at its highest 
between 2015 and 2016, totalling more 
than £3m. 

In 2012, £1.3m was owed before rising 
to £1,6m in 2013, £2.1 m in 2014 and £2.7m 
in 2015. 

But the council has defended its collec¬ 
tion methods, insisting it recoups more 
than many other authorities. 

INDUSTRY 

Car parts firm in 
£27m expansion 

A BLACK Country firm which makes 
parts for some of the world’s largest 
car makers has begun work on its £27 
million expansion. 

Steel and Alloy Processing is build¬ 
ing a new factory in Popes Lane, 
Oldbury, which will eventually create 
around 150 jobs. 

The company has its headquarters 
in West Bromwich and also has sites 
at Darlaston, Cannock and Smethwick. 

It counts Jaguar, Vauxhall, Volkswagen 
and Volvo among its customers. 

SCHOOLS 

1,000 from outside 
borough seek place 

A FIFTH of parents who have applied for 
their children to go to secondary schools in 
Sandwell from September are from outside 
the borough. 

More than 1,000 applications to 
Sandwell Council were from other areas at 
a time when the borough is struggling for 
school places. 

A quarter of pupils missed out on their 
first-choice secondary school in 2016. 

Figures showed a total of 5,090 applica¬ 
tions had been made for Sandwell second¬ 
ary schools for September 2017 so far. 

Of that total, 1,128 were from outside the 
Sandwell borough. 
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Experts object to historic hall plans 


LONG-RUNNING plans to convert 
Great Barr Hall into a wedding and 
conference centre and build homes in 
its grounds face being thrown out after 
heritage experts said the development 
would ruin the historic building. 

Historic England refused to give its 
consent for major changes to be made to 
the 18th century mansion and has urged 
planning bosses to scrap the plans, 
which would also see 57 homes built on 
nearby green belt. 

Black Country MPs Tom Watson and 
Valerie Vaz have both raised concerns 
The historic Great Barr Hall about the development. The dilapidated 



hall has not been used for decades but 
the heritage group said it did not be¬ 
lieve the development would benefit the 
Grade Il-listed building. 

Developer BGC Lakes has had its eye 
on Great Barr Hall since 2013 but the 
plans have stalled and so far failed to 
gain approval. A luxury housing estate 
would be created in Great Barr Park - 
causing concern among campaigners 
and politicians. 

There has been support for opening 
the hall to the public after so many years 
lying dormant but not at the expense of 
damaging the building and grounds. A 


letter to Walsall Council from Historic 
England, said: “Historic England con¬ 
siders the proposal will result in serious 
harm to the Grade Il-listed building and 
very serious harm to the Grade-II regis¬ 
tered park and garden.” 

“We are not convinced by the informa¬ 
tion provided to justify the enabling de¬ 
velopment, or that it demonstrates that 
the benefits will be secured.” 

Great Barr councillor Jon Hunt said: 
“It seems to me like an ideal use for the 
hall but clearly if Historic England think 
it isn’t right, the people doing it need to 
have a re-think.” 


Family heartache as 
Adam case collapses 


A MAN cleared of killing a boy in West 
Bromwich allegedly at the wheel of 
a car will face no further action over 
his death. 

The case against Tyrone Sadler who 
was accused over the death of 15-year-old 
Adam Jones collapsed due to a lack of ev¬ 
idence. 

West Midlands Police says it will not now be 
bringing any other driving offences against him. 

But Adam’s defiant 
mother has refused to give 
up fighting for answers 
over her son’s death, say¬ 
ing they can’t move on. 

The force promised to 
review the case after the 
collapse of Sadler’s trial in 
December but has found 
nothing more to suggest he 
should come back to court. 

Adam, of Wednesbury, 
was riding his bike at the 
junction of Beacon View 
Road and Walsall Road, 
West Bromwich, in March 
2015 when he was struck 
by a VW Bora. 

His mother Mandy 
Ruston said the decision 
was another blow for the 
heartbroken family, who 
have fought tirelessly for 
whoever was driving the 
car to be punished. 

Sadler, aged 25, was 
charged with causing death by driving a vehicle 
while unlicensed and uninsured but the case col¬ 
lapsed after a judge ruled there was insufficient 
evidence to bring a conviction. 

He had been accused of driving for more than 
80 yards with the body of the schoolboy on his 
windscreen before running off. 

But Sadler, from Smethwick, always denied 
being at the wheel. The Crown Prosecution Ser¬ 
vice confirmed it would not be re-examining the 
case. 

West Midlands Police also confirmed Sadler 
would also face no driving-related charges, al¬ 
though they said if further evidence came to 
light it would be re-investigated. 

Ms Ruston insisted she would not give up 
fighting for answers about what really happened 
two years ago. 

She said: “It hasn’t gone away, and that isn’t 
going to change until someone does their job.” 



Adam Jones 


M5 central barrier wrecked in smash 



An Audi is caught up in the debris after a lorry hit the central barrier on the M5 


RUBBLE was left strewn across 
the M5 after a lorry smashed into 
the central barrier. 

The crash, between junctions 
two for Oldbury and three for 
Halesowen, led to major delays 
during last Wednesday evening’s 
rush-hour. 

Lanes either side of the central 
barrier remained closed off into 
the following morning as debris 
was cleared and repairs made to 


the barrier. Large chunks of con¬ 
crete came loose from the barrier 
dividing the two carriageways. 

A light blue Scania truck 
smashed into the central wall, 
causing major damage to its front 
end. 

An Audi was also caught up in 
the incident. Police and ambu¬ 
lance crews were called as traffic 
backed up at around 5.15pm. 

One man was described as 


‘walking wounded’ and was 
checked over by medics and taken 
to Sandwell Hospital with minor 
injuries. 

The incident came just two 
hours after two drivers were hurt 
in a crash caused by a car going 
the wrong way down a slip road 
at Spaghetti Junction in Birming¬ 
ham at 3.30pm. An 80-year-old 
man was was said to have been 
driving the wrong way. 


Memories of 
old factory 
employees 
are sought 

PEOPLE are invited to share their 
memories of working in manufacturing 
in Oldbury this weekend. 

A history project is looking to capture 
stories and personal memorabilia from 
people who worked at manufacturing 
firms in the town from 1945 until the 
1960s. 

Residents with an interest in their 
local history, and those who worked in 
the town’s factories wanting to share 
their stories are invited to Made in Old¬ 
bury: Opening the Archives at the Zion 
Methodist Church Hall, Langley Green 
Road, Langley on Saturday. The event 
runs from 2-4.30pm at Zion Methodist 
Church Hall, Langley Green Road. 

The Made in Oldbury project wants 
to collect archive material about manu¬ 
facturing in the town which will then be 
exhibited at a series of local events and 
put on the Made in Oldbury website. 

Saturday’s event offers the chance to 
see rare archive materials selected by 
independent photographic curator Peter 
James. 

There will be film footage from Al¬ 
bright and Wilson from the early 1970s, 
artist interpretations of archive material 
by Jain Mckay and Joshua Whitehouse 
and a performance by Black Country 
poets Billy Spake Mon and Brendan 
Hawthorne. 

Also in attendance will be Maureen 
Waldron and Ian Gray from Sandwell 
Community History and Archives Ser¬ 
vice and Dr Terry Daniels from Oldbury 
and Langley local history societies shar¬ 
ing some of his personal archive. 

Nursing home is 
given go-ahead 

A NURSING home on land next to a 
church in Smethwick has received plan¬ 
ning permission. 

The 14-bedroom nursing home was 
passed by Sandwell Council and will pro¬ 
vide accommodation and 24-hour nurs¬ 
ing care for the frail and elderly. 

It will be built on land next to Elim 
Pentecostal Church, off Woodland Drive. 

The nursing home will include at least 
five car parking spaces, including two for 
the disabled and one ambulance parking 
space. 

It will also feature a large lounge area, 
leading to a terrace and what the devel¬ 
opers describe as a ‘modest-sized’ land¬ 
scaped garden, and a dining room. 

Councillor Steve Eling said: “It’s al¬ 
ways good to see vacant land being de¬ 
veloped and put to good use.” 

Major route faces 
closure for upgrade 

A BUSY Black Country route will be 
closed for upgrade work next week. 

Axletree Way will be shut at the Wood 
Green Road junction from 9.30am until 
3.30pm. 

Upgrade work to the signalised junc¬ 
tion will take place. 
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Worlds Smallest Phone 

Zanco Fly Phone 
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violence on 
the increase 
according to 
crime data 

THE number of violent crimes 
and sexual offences has shot up in 
Sand well’s towns. 

Crime data showed police received 
more reports of violence and sex at¬ 
tacks in Oldbury, Smethwick, Tipton, 
West Bromwich and Wednesbury in 
December 2016, than they did over 
the same month in 2015. 

In Oldbury there were 90 reported 
crimes of a violent or sexual nature 
in just one month, compared to 56 in 
December 2015. 

The highest number of such inci¬ 
dents recorded in Sandwell was seen 
in West Bromwich, both in December 
2016, when there was 128, and 2015, 
when there were 113. Smethwick saw 
a rise from 79 to 104, while in Tipton 
the figure jumped from 50 to 83. 

More violent and sexual assaults 
were reported in Wednesbury, up 
from 43 to 68. Reported incidents in 
Rowley Regis fell from 69 to 60. 

The figures were revealed in crime 
maps produced for each of the towns 
by West Midlands Police. 

Deputy chief constable Louisa Rolfe 
said: “The Office of National Statis¬ 
tics attributes this to improved crime 
recording and a greater confidence in 
people coming forward.” 

Sandwell Council’s cabinet mem¬ 
ber for public health and protection, 
Councillor Preet Gill said: “While it’s 
positive crimes are being recorded, 
much more of our focus is on public 
protection. People’s safety is our pri¬ 
ority and we will continue preventa¬ 
tive strategies to reduce crime and 
respond to concerns.” 

Murder suspect 
appears in court 

A 24-year-old man has appeared in 
crown court charged with the murder 
of a father in West Bromwich. 

Jaspal Rai, of no fixed abode, ap¬ 
peared before judge Mr Justice Tim¬ 
othy King at Birmingham Crown 
Court on Friday. He is charged with 
the murder of Carl Campbell, and the 
attempted murder of Rakesh Kumar, 
on December 27. 

Rai is also accused of possession 
of a firearm with intent to endanger 
life, and possession of a prohibited 
weapon. 

Two co-defendants, 19-year-old 
Mohammed Humza and 24-year- 
old Vikesh Chauhan, both from the 
West Bromwich, face the same four 
charges. All three will next appear 
before Wolverhampton Crown Court 
on March 24. 

Office block flats 
plan given consent 

OFFICES in West Bromwich will be 
be turned into 10 flats. 

Kensington Property Holdings has 
been given consent for the develop¬ 
ment at the disused town centre block 
at Thynne Court, Thynne Street. 


Homeless man's joy at landing job 



The man celebrates landing a job 


THIS is the heartwarming moment a 
homeless man cheered after he land¬ 
ed a job. 

The man, who has not been iden¬ 
tified, was jubilant as he was spotted 
walking out of window suppliers firm 
Central RPL in West Bromwich. 

Bosses had employed the man - cur¬ 
rently staying at a homeless shelter in 
Wolverhampton - on a trial basis and 
now they have offered him a full-time 
position giving him a fresh start. 

Aaron Doyle, who works at Central 
RPL, shared the tear-jerking video 
online and said he had been ‘won 


over’. Aaron, from Walsall, said: “It 
might seem like nothing to most, 
but this guy has really won me over. 
His reaction as he left was absolutely 
priceless.” 

Aaron said the man was currently 
staying at a local homeless shelter and 
got food from a church. 

He has ‘absolutely nothing’, yet still 
offers Aaron a chocolate bar and a bit 
of his coffee at work every morning. 

Aaron said: “He is currently stay¬ 
ing at a shelter in Wolverhampton 
and wants to get back on his feet. He 
started at work on a trial basis to see 


how he got on. It was agreed that if he 
made a good impression he would be 
given a permanent position. 

“He’s given food every day from the 
church and brings it to work. 

“Taking into account he doesn’t 
know where his next meal is coming 
from and doesn’t eat the best, every 
single morning he offers me a choco¬ 
late bar or some of his coffee. 

“He’s been paid his first week’s 
wages and told he’s got a permanent 
job. The reaction was priceless.” 

• For video footage see expres 
sandstar.com 


Woman, 84, left injured 
in robbery for just £40 


A CONMAN posing as a workman 
left a vulnerable pensioner injured 
on the floor as he rooted through 
her bedroom - for just £40. 

Career thief Stuart Harrison had de¬ 
manded cash from the 84-year-old saying 
he had cleaned her gutters. 

When he called at her house in Walsall, 
where she lived alone, he pushed past the frail 
victim, causing her to fall while he searched for 
money to feed his heroin habit. 

The elderly lady was left blaming herself 
for being fooled by Harrison, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard. 

Harrison, aged 35, of West Bromwich, first 
called at her home three days earlier when he 
demanded the cash for the guttering work. The 
woman decided to pay him and as she went to 
get money, fell. 

Judge Simon Ward said he took advantage of 
her frailty and knew he would not face much 
resistance when he returned to her house on 
December 15. 

Harrison again said he needed paying for 
work he had done and when she left him on 
the doorstep to get money pushed past her and 
headed upstairs. He took £40 from her bag be¬ 
fore fleeing. 

Strangers 

In a statement the woman, who suffered an 
injury to her backside, said she was now nerv¬ 
ous to answer her door. 

Mr Howard Searles, prosecuting, said: 
“When it happened she was upset and crying. 
She said she was nervous to answer her door 
to strangers and blames herself for leaving her 
door open in the first place. 

“She sums up what happened by saying 
things like this change you forever.” 

Harrison, of Beaconview Road, was jailed 
for five years and four months after admitting 
robbery. 

Judge Ward told him: “For most of your 
adult life you have been stealing things from 
people and spending money on drugs. 

“You cleaned out the gutters on her house. 
She hadn’t asked you to do that but when 
you asked her to pay she obliged and did so. 
You pushed her over, went upstairs and stole 
money from her.” 

Appearing in court via videolink, Harrison 
read out a letter of apology addressed to his vic¬ 
tim. He said: “I am utterly ashamed and truly 
sorry for the crime I have committed.” 



NEWS IN BRIEF 

Spotting signs of 
domestic abuse 

A COMMUNITY safety partnership 
wants people to look out for signs of 
domestic abuse. 

Dudley-based Safe and Sound is 
calling on the friends and family of 
potential victims to be aware of what 
to look out for. 

A spokesman said: “Abuse can hap¬ 
pen whether you’re young, old, male, 
female, gay or straight and it’s impor¬ 
tant that people can spot the signs.” 

Victims of domestic abuse or people 
who suspect that it is happening can 
call Dudley’s Domestic Abuse Part¬ 
nership on 01384 455411. 

Carpenter died of 
industrial disease 

A CARPENTER employed by 
Sandwell Council for 40 years died 
from a work-related industrial dis¬ 
ease, a coroner has ruled. 

John Hadley, who was 68, died at 
his home in Angus Close, West Brom¬ 
wich, on February 2. He had been di¬ 
agnosed with malignant mesothelioma 
at Sandwell Hospital last year. 

At an inquest held in Oldbury, 
Black Country coroner Zafar Siddique 
concluded that as he had come into 
contact with deadly asbestos fibres in 
his job, his death was due to an indus¬ 
trial disease. 

Football pitch fees 
on the increase 

FOOTBALL teams will have to pay 
more to use pitches in a Black Coun¬ 
try borough, under proposals. 

Sandwell Council wants to increase 
the cost of using its pitches for adults 
by £10. 

For fields with changing facilities 
the cost will rise to £70. Those with¬ 
out will be £45. 

Junior teams will face a £5 rise, 
meaning the new cost would be £45. 

The fees have been revealed as part 
of the council’s budget proposals. 

Driver made false 
claim on speeding 

A NEWLY-qualified driver who gave 
a false name and address after being 
caught speeding has been given a sus¬ 
pended jail term. 

Wazim Baz, aged 21 of Hall Road, 
Smethwick, was caught by a speed 
camera at 40mph in a 30 zone along 
Heath Street, Smethwick. 

He falsely claimed someone else was 
behind the wheel, but later pleaded 
guilty to perverting the course of 
justice. Baz was given a nine-month 
jail term, suspended for 18 months, 
at Wolverhampton Crown Court and 
ordered to do 120 hours unpaid work. 

Police patrol car park 

POLICE have been patrolling a su¬ 
permarket car park following reports 
of anti-social behaviour. Officers have 
been out at Lidl on Friar Park Road, 
Wednesbury, over the last few days af¬ 
ter complaints were made about nui¬ 
sance youths. 
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From £699 in J VAT 

Ogee Shape Design 
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• 150 Gold Letters Included 

• 2 Flower Containers 
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Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 
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• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 
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lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


Q Family business established over 28 years 
0 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
Q FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

Q Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


© We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
0 Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

0 NICEIC Registered electricians 
Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 
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The Home Improvement Specialist 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Midlanders in the 
dark over credit 

MORE than half of people living in 
the Midlands think that living with 
someone with bad debts will affect 
their own credit score. 

Credit information provider Equi¬ 
fax’s research has revealed common 
consumer misconceptions about credit 
information. 

Nationally 52 per cent of respond¬ 
ents to the survey amongst consum¬ 
ers who have accessed their Equifax 
Credit Report believed their credit 
score would be affected if they live 
with someone who has debts. 

In the Midlands it was 57 per cent. 

Thefts warning 
with festivals 

POLICE have issued a warning for 
Hindus to keep their gold secure over 
two upcoming festivals. 

Two festivals - Maha Shivaratri, to¬ 
morrow, Friday and Holi on March 12 
- traditionally see Indian Hindus wear 
lots of gold to celebrate them with. 

In previous years this has led to an 
increase in burglaries as valuables 
like gold are then left unsecured or 
on display. Police said people should 
keep their valuables in a home safe, to 
photograph them to assist in identifi¬ 
cation operations and ensuring valua¬ 
bles are not left in plain view. 

Crews' cannabis 
callouts total 60 

FIREFIGHTERS in the West Mid¬ 
lands were called to 60 blazes involv¬ 
ing cannabis last year, including cases 
where a fire had been started to cover 
the smell of the drug and various ‘fac¬ 
tories’ where it was being grown. 

The figures come just days after a 
major house blaze at a cannabis fac¬ 
tory in Wolverhampton and in 2016, 
there were similar fires all over the 
region. Fires involving cannabis facto¬ 
ries can spread quickly due to unsafe 
nature of the operations put together. 

Talks over free toll 
during emergencies 

THE West Midlands Combined Au¬ 
thority has confirmed it is in talks 
with the Government to give the re¬ 
gion powers over the M6 Toll. 

Bosses want control over removing 
the toll when major accidents occur 
on other major local routes. Currently 
the route’s operators have the powers 
to lift the toll in times of emergency. 

WMCA’s transport chief Councillor 
Roger Lawrence said: “We want to be 
able to push the button to switch to 
free mode in the event of problems.” 

BT traineeships offer 

BT is offering seven-week trainee- 
ships for 30 young people, aged 16 to 
24. They are at Providence Place,West 
Bromwich, from March 14, and from 
May 9 at Goodall Street, Walsall. Vis¬ 
it: http://www.btplc.com/Careercen- 
tre/WorkReady/ApplyforaBTtrainee- 
ship/index.htm 


MP in call on trains overcrowding 


A MIDLAND MP has called on Lon¬ 
don Midland and the Department for 
Transport to greatly increase capaci¬ 
ty on its its peak-time trains in a bid 
to improve services. 

Gavin Williamson said services 
through to Wolverhampton and Bir¬ 
mingham were ‘grossly inadequate’ 
following a significant growth in pas¬ 
senger numbers. He said he has been 
contacted by a number of frustrated 


commuters who voiced concerns over 
the lack of parking at local stations 
and overcrowding during peak times. 

Currently, London Midland deploys 
all available trains during peak peri¬ 
ods and is limited to its current fleet 
to operate services as there are no 
additional suitable diesel trains avail¬ 
able to lease. 

The DfT has insisted any new fran¬ 
chise for London Midland which will 


affect the line and the one serving 
Landywood, Bilbrook and Codsall 
will need to increase capacity by more 
than 30 per cent. 

Mr Williamson said: “This is not 
a new issue for commuters in South 
Staffordshire. The service, especially 
at peak time trains, is grossly inade¬ 
quate. I have used the service myself 
during busy commuter periods and it 
is clear that from the level of demand, 


the service needs serious improve¬ 
ment. 

“I welcome the fact that the De¬ 
partment for Transport have listened 
to passengers’ concerns and have 
insisted on a 30 per cent increase in 
peak capacity over all Birmingham 
services for the new franchise. 

“Passengers deserve a better ser¬ 
vice than the one they are currently 
receiving.” 


Jail for burglar who 
stole cherished items 


Report by John Scott 


A SERIAL burglar who stole 
cherished items of profound 
sentimental value during a 
string of break-ins has been 
jailed for four years. 

Stephen Wem appeared visibly 
moved when a statement detail¬ 
ing the effect of his crime on one 
of the victims was read to Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court. 

Mrs Jennifer Griffin revealed the 
personal importance of some of the 
property taken from her home in 
Ethel Street, Smethwick on October 
27, which was either sold or bartered 
for heroin by the 40-year-old, £100-a- 
day drug addict. 

These included a safe with priceless 
mementoes such as the ‘lucky’ 6d piece 
given to her on her wedding day by her 
mother who died eight weeks later. 

She explained: “This was of no value 
to anybody else but irreplaceable to 
me. Since this happened I have had 
difficulty sleeping.” 

Harm 

Mrs Griffin, whose husband had a 
watch given to him by his late mother 
among the £5,000-plus worth of prop¬ 
erty stolen in the burglary, said the 
couple now insisted on having ‘house 
sitters’ to guard their home while they 
were both out. She concluded: “The 
people who do this sort of thing do not 
realise the harm they cause.” 

The next target for Wem, who had 
several previous convictions for bur¬ 
glary, was a house in Galton Road, 
Smethwick where he woke a night 
shift worker and hit him with a ruck¬ 
sack - holding a £1,200 sound system, 
£320 cash and other items stolen from 
the address - as the owner tried un¬ 
successfully to prevent his escape on 
November 4. 

A month later the defendant struck 
in Abbey Road, Smethwick where he 
took two mountain bikes, computer 
equipment and a TV, said Mr Patrick 
Sullivan, prosecuting. 

But Wem made the mistake of re¬ 
peatedly trying to sell stolen items 
from the burglaries at the same pawn¬ 
brokers where he was identified by 
police from CCTV images and arrested 
on January 17. 



The car weaves through the closing barriers as they come down at Langley Green level crossing near Oldbury 


THIS is the jaw-dropping moment an impatient driver 
recklessly sped across a level crossing just as the safety 
barriers were going down. The driver of a silver Citro¬ 
en is seen shamelessly weaving between the barriers at 
Langley Green level crossing near Oldbury. 

Network Rail has hit out at the ‘selfish’ driver for 
the ‘callous’ act and warned of the dangers of ignoring 
safety at crossings. Bosses have been unable to identify 
the driver in the video from February 3. 

Ben Parish, route level crossing manager for Network 
Rail, said: “This selfish driver had callous neglect for the 
safety of themselves and others by ignoring the barriers 
and signals. Level crossing barriers and warning lights 
are there to help road users, pedestrians and railway 


users stay safe. Misusing crossings in this way could re¬ 
sult in serious injury or worse.” 

Inspector Dave Rams, from BTP in Birmingham, said: 
“Unfortunately, it has not been possible to identify the 
driver involved in this incident and we’d always urge 
anyone with information about level crossing misuse to 
contact us. Busier level crossings have warning lights 
and ignoring them is dealt with the same as ignoring a 
red traffic light. You risk losing your licence, a £1,000 
fine and, in the most serious cases, charges such as dan¬ 
gerous driving.” 

To report railway-related crime call 03457114141. 
For more information on level crossings visit www.net- 
workr ail .co.uk/level-crossings. 


Ball games 
ban may be 
lifted after 
split vote 

PROPOSALS to lift restrictions on 
ball games in Dudley’s parks have 
been pushed through and may now 
get the final go-ahead. 

However, a meeting looking into 
the plans descended into a shouting 
match, as councillors argued over 
planned changes at the parks. 

Members of the Ernest Stevens 
Trust Management Committee, set up 
to oversee the running of the Dudley 
parks gifted by Ernest Stevens, were 
divided over the lifting of a ban pre¬ 
venting ball games on Sundays and 
Good Fridays, and leases of the greens 
to bowling and croquet clubs. 

After a lengthy debate and a split 
vote, the chairwoman of the commit¬ 
tee, Councillor Jackie Cowell, had to 
use her casting vote to push through 
the recommendation that the coun¬ 
cil’s legal services consult with the 
Charities Commission over the devel¬ 
opment of a scheme to lift the restric¬ 
tions. 

The meeting followed a consultation 
which asked the public whether they 
agreed ball games should be allowed 
at Mary Stevens Park in Stourbridge, 
the Stevens Parks in Wollescote and 
Quarry Bank and Homer Hill Park in 
Cradley, of which 88 per cent of 881 
respondents said yes. 

In response to the question over 
whether bowling greens and croquet 
lawns should be leased to the clubs or 
organisations that use them, 86 per 
cent of respondents were in favour. 
This proposal is estimated to save 
Dudley Council £48,000 per year in 
maintenance costs. 

Jail sentence is 
cut for cash man 

A BIRMINGHAM man caught by po¬ 
lice in London with criminal cash has 
had his jail term cut by a top judge. 

Jermaine Campbell, of Westminster 
Road, Hands worth, was jailed for four 
years and six months at Southwark 
Crown Court last May. 

The 42-year-old was convicted of 
possessing criminal property, Lord 
Justice Hamblen told London’s Ap¬ 
peal Court. 

Two police officers saw Campbell 
standing in the doorway of a block 
of flats in Charing Cross Road, Lon¬ 
don, on January 21, 2015. A woman 
was seen handing cash to Campbell 
who raised a hand to his mouth and 
stretched out a hand towards her. 

Police found £1,284 in cash in his 
jacket, jeans, wallet and man bag. 

The prosecution case was that they 
were engaged in a drug exchange, but 
Campbell insisted he was romancing 
the woman. His lawyers argued that 
his jail term was too tough. 

“We consider there is some force in 
these submissions,” said Lord Justice 
Hamblen. He said the crown court 
judge was entitled to find it was a 
drugs deal. But he added: “This was 
however charged as a money launder¬ 
ing offence. The appropriate sentence 
was one of two years and six months.” 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 

CREMATIONS IN SANDWELL 


YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT SANDWELL COUNCIL ARE OFFERING 
FAMILIES A VERY BASIC FUNERAL SERVICE AT A COST OF £1595. 
WHEN WE AT COLLYER & MCBRIDE FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
WHO HAVE BEEN SERVING OUR FAMILIES AND THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 100 YEARS, OFFER A MUCH MORE 
SUPERIOR AND PERSONAL SERVICE FOR £1395 

SOME £200 LESS. 

PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 

TEL - 0121 588 5377 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

BRANCHES AT 

WEST BROMWICH - PERRY BARR - HANDSWORTH 


There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your Wil 

Onl, £90.00 (no VAT to pa; 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £95.00 (no VAT to 

A home visit at a convenient th 

For information and appointmei call 

0845 678 701 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship Trusts 

Members of the 5 


Goodwills 




Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


Telephone 0121 559 9985 



Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 
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Police hold 
summit on 
dealing with 
street gangs 

SPECIALIST police officers from 
around the country met in the West 
Midlands to discuss how to tackle 
gangs and violence on the region’s 
streets. 

The event hosted by West Midlands 
Police and Crime Commissioner 
(PCC) David Jamieson was held at 
Aston University. 

The summit informed delegates of 
the work so far by the PCC’s commis¬ 
sion on gangs and violence, as well 
as sharing best practice from around 
the country and assessing the impact 
of gang culture in the West Midlands 
region itself. 

Assistant Police and Crime Com¬ 
missioner Ashley Bertie, who chaired 
the event, said: “This was a hugely 
successful event that took an in-depth 
look into the complicated issues sur¬ 
rounding street gangs. 

“It explored key issues, such as in¬ 
volving young people in our approach, 
how we can build stronger commu¬ 
nity links, developing a multi-agency 
action plan and what is currently 
working in terms of interventions and 
diversions.” 

Key speakers included specialist 
officers from West Midlands, Mer¬ 
seyside and Kent police forces, as well 
as officials from the Ministry of Jus¬ 
tice. 

Also attending on the day were 
youth workers, community groups 
and practitioners. In total, more than 
100 people were in attendance, taking 
part in workshops, group discussions 
and Q&A sessions. 

Crews called over 
carbon monoxide 

FOUR men were taken to hospital 
after suffering the effects of carbon 
monoxide poisoning at a factory. 

Emergency services were called to 
Central Steel Pickling Ltd, in Old Hill, 
Cradley Heath, at 2.15am on Friday. 
Four patients, all men, were found, 
two with a ‘reduced level of conscious¬ 
ness’. It happened in a single-storey 
warehouse close to forklift trucks they 
were using. 

Ten firefighters worked with spe¬ 
cially trained hazardous area para¬ 
medics. Firefighters wore breathing 
apparatus to allow them to get close to 
assess the situation at the factory site, 
in Powke Lane. Crews from Oldbury 
and Haden Cross fire stations used 
fans to ventilate the building. 

Resurfacing work 
to shut busy road 

A BUSY road has been closed this 
week for resurfacing work. There 
was no access to Lower City Road in 
Tividale between 9.30am and 3.30pm. 
The road connects the Birmingham 
New Road and Dudley Road East and 
the work is expected to last until to¬ 
morrow, Friday. 


Bricklayer gets nine years for ISIS bid 



Humza AN at Delta Force paintballing 


AN apprentice bricklayer from the West Mid¬ 
lands who attempted to join Islamic State in 
Syria after training at a paintballing centre has 
been locked up for nine years - and shouted 
‘Allahu Akbar’ (God is most great) as he was 
led to the cells. Humza Ali, aged 20, was cov¬ 
ertly recorded in December 2013 as he vowed 
to ‘fight until I die’ for IS. 

Jurors convicted him of attempting to travel 
for terrorist purposes and disseminating video 
messages to other men, showing beheadings 
and atrocities carried out by IS. 

He was also found guilty of sending mali¬ 
cious communications after directing abusive 
anti-democracy messages at a councillor. 


Following Ali’s conviction, police released 
photos recovered from his mobile phone show¬ 
ing him posing beside a tank at Delta Force 
paintballing in Cut Throat Lane, Hockley 
Heath, near Solihull, in June 2014. 

Ali, of Bromford Lane, Ward End, Birming¬ 
ham, will also serve an extended five-year li¬ 
cence period once he is released. 

Co-defendant, Ali Zeb, was jailed for 21 
months for distributing videos which incited 
others to fight for IS. 

Zeb, also 20, of Northleigh Road, Washwood 
Heath, Birmingham, admitted disseminating 
videos promoting IS while being reckless as to 
whether they would encourage terrorism. 



Bosses at store infested 
by mice told to pay £26k 


THE bosses of a supermarket 
swamped by mice in Smethwick 
have been told to pay more than 
£ 26 , 000 . 

PAK Supermarket at The Retail Park, 
Smethwick, has a turnover of about £1 
million a year - but it was infested by ro¬ 
dents, Sandwell Council officers found. 

Its three directors pleaded guilty to a series 
of environmental health breaches at Wolver¬ 
hampton Magistrates Court and have been is¬ 
sued with hefty fines. 

The supermarket has been fined £15,000 
after its owners pleaded guilty to five counts of 
failing to comply with regulations. 

Mr Mark Jackson, prosecuting on behalf of 
the council, told the court how environmental 
health officers from the council visited the su¬ 
permarket on November 18, 2015, following a 
report from a member of the public who had 
spotted mice on several occasions. 

During the inspection, officers saw wide¬ 
spread mouse droppings including on floors, 
shelves, next to food products and among food 
debris. They also found shredded paper, a nib¬ 
bled bag of peanuts, a nibbled bag of sugar and 
a strong smell of mouse urine by the chocolate 
display. The business voluntarily closed after 
the inspection. 

The secretary of PAK Supermarket, Shane 
Khattak, acting in defence, said: “The business 
has been operating for years and this is the first 
and last issue like this. It is deeply embarrass¬ 
ing.” The supermarket and its three directors 
all pleaded guilty to five offences of failing to 
comply with food safety regulations. 

The shop was fined £3,000 per offence, as 
well as being ordered to pay £2,000 costs and a 
£120 victim surcharge. Akib Rahman, 24, from 
Brockhurst Road, Hodge Hill Birmingham, is 
listed as the operator of the supermarket. He 
was fined £480 per offence, leading to a total 
fine of £2,400. He also had to pay costs of 
£2,000 and a £120 surcharge. 

Fareeda Begum, 48, from Brockhurst Road, 
Hodge Hill, Birmingham, a director of the su¬ 
permarket, was fined £400 for each offence, 
totalling £2,000. She was also ordered to pay 
costs of £2,000 and a surcharge of £120. 

Fellow director Mohammed Khadam, 45, 
from Brockhurst Road, Hodge Hill, Birming¬ 
ham, was fined £90 per offence, totalling £450. 
He was also ordered to pay £400 costs and 
a £120 surcharge. Including costs and sur¬ 
charges, the total to pay is £26,630. 


Confusions reign with latest play 



From left, Samantha Gessey, Phil Astle, Andy Bartlam as The Waiter, Tim Ward and Helen Spragg 


OLDBURY Rep continues its 78th 
Season with Alan Ayckbourn’s 
classic comedy Confusions. 

First performed at the Library 
Theatre, Scarborough in 1974, 
Confusions has since become one 
of the most popular and studied 
plays of the last 40 years. 

Five short plays deal with a 
range of human emotions and 
dilemmas. From a devoted and 
isolated mother, to her unfaith¬ 
ful travelling salesman husband, 


through a solicitous waiter to 
well-heeled diners and an utterly 
shambolic garden fete - human 
frailty is laid bare as one hilarious 
situation after another unfolds. 

Each of the plays connects to 
the next through one of its charac¬ 
ters until the final one is reached 
when four people sit alone in con¬ 
versation on park benches. 

The production runs from Sat¬ 
urday March 4 to 11, and perfor¬ 
mances start at 7.30pm. 


Tickets can be obtained by 
phone or in person from the box 
office on Monday evenings from 
7.30pm, and on the Friday prior 
to opening night from 7.30pm, 
and every night of the production 
from 7pm. 

Tickets are priced at £10 with 
the usual concessions at £9 with 
a special price on Monday and 
Tuesday evenings of £8. The box 
office is on 0121 552 2761, or book 
online at www.oldburyrep.org 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Classical concert 
from Sinfonia 

THE Sinfonia of Birmingham will be 
performing in Edgbaston next month. 

The concert will start with Schoen¬ 
berg’s Chamber Symphony No. 2 and 
will finish with Schumann’s Sym¬ 
phony No. 2. It will take place at the 
Ruddock Performing Arts Centre, 
King Edward’s School, Edgbaston, 
B15 2UA on Sunday March 5 at 7.30. 

Tickets are £12, £10 for over 60s, 
£6 for students and are free for under 
12s. 

Reservations can be made by calling 
0121 472 9585 or at ruddockpac@kes. 
org.uk 

Peaky fashions 
to go on display 

A PEAKY Blinders-inspired charity 
event will take place in the West Mid¬ 
lands next month. 

Students at Birmingham City Uni¬ 
versity plan to take the Midlands back 
in time in an evening which will fea¬ 
ture a 1920s style fashion show and 
raffles to raise funds for St Basils, a 
West Midlands homelessness charity. 

It has been organised by seven Fash¬ 
ion Business and Promotion students 
from the university and will take place 
at The Vaults in the Jewellery Quar¬ 
ter on Friday, March 3. Find out more 
on twitter.com/@Connect_Events_ 

Monarch's new 
holiday routes 

LOW cost airline Monarch has an¬ 
nounced four new routes to its net¬ 
work for summer 2017 from Birming¬ 
ham Airport. 

Flights to Split in Croatia, Valencia 
in Spain, Naples in Italy and Rhodes 
in Greece are available to book now 
and start at just £39 one way. Mon¬ 
arch will be the only airline flying to 
both Split and Valencia from Birming¬ 
ham. The flights will take place twice 
weekly to Split, Valencia and Naples 
and once a week to Rhodes. 

Steering youngsters 
onto the right path 

YOUNG people who are at risk of 
offending in Birmingham are to be 
steered away from a life of crime by 
Youth Intervention Workers (YIWs). 

Six YIWs will work with West Mid¬ 
lands Police to help young people get 
into employment, education or train¬ 
ing. The number of YIWs is then set 
to double in the spring. They are part 
of the £50 million Youth Promise Plus 
scheme, which aims to see more than 
16,000 young people aged between 15 
to 29 get back on the right track. 

Nashville in Brum 

STARS of the television show Nash¬ 
ville will be performing in Birming¬ 
ham this summer. The Nashville - In 
Concert tour comes to the Barclay- 
card Arena on June 9. 

Clare Bowen, Chris Carmack, 
Charles Esten, Sam Palladio and Jon¬ 
athon Jackson will be performing. 


Affordable Affordable windows, doors 
V7 i i d o w s and conservatories 



www.wohrei1iamptonwindows.co.uk I Call now 07710 434223 / 01902 827879 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


f 

Ghosts? No 
real scary 
thing is 
Blair’s back 


FIGURES revealed under the Freedom 
of Information Act revealed that over a 
three-year period West Midlands Po¬ 
lice received 15 reports of ghosts, 55 of 
witches, and two zombies. 

My initial reaction was what a waste of 
valuable police time, probably down to 
adolescent students with too much time 
on their hands, or daft drunks and drug¬ 
gies who think they see people coming 
back from the dead all the time. 

THEN I heard that Tony Blair was making 
a comeback in an attempt to stop Britain 
from leaving the EU. Suddenly the world 
seems a much scarier place. 

□ □□ 

AN official from the local NUT was on 
local radio recently painting a bleak pic¬ 
ture indeed about cutbacks to education 
budgets in the area. 

“We could soon be getting to the point 
where schools can’t afford classroom 
assistants, and there are no educational 
psychologists,” she said in almost fune¬ 
real tones. 

Maybe I’m out of the loop, but I never 
even knew there was such a thing as an 
educational psychologist in your average 
school. And when I was at school there 
was no such thing as a classroom assis¬ 
tant. Unless you counted the milk mon¬ 
itor. 

Of course, it is always a tragedy when 
somebody faces losing their job, and the 
teaching unions are there to represent 
their members.But trying to paint it as the 
end of the education system smacks of 
hyperbole. By the way, hyperbole is like 
exaggeration. If you went to a school 
without psychologists or classroom as¬ 
sistants. 

□ □□ 

NATIONAL Geographic explorer Dan¬ 
iel Raven-Ellison has been on a walk. A 
rather long walk. Just over 1,047 miles to 
be precise, around every city and nation¬ 
al park in Great Britain. And out of all of 
these places, where does he like best? 

“The wilderness and scenery makes 
Dudley one of the best places I’ve been 
in the UK,” he says. 

Wilderness? To be honest, I thought 
they had put a stop to that sort of thing 
when they closed the old Goldsmith’s 
nightclub back in the 90s. 

He carried out his research by wander¬ 
ing around with a set of electrodes on his 
head, which looks like some kind of sci- 
fi torture device from an episode of The 
Avengers. He said the brain sensors de¬ 
tected “high levels of interest”. 

I bet they did. But it’s much harder do¬ 
ing your shopping on a Saturday after¬ 
noon. 

□ □□ 

SPOTTED an intriguing sign directing 
me towards “adult snacks” at my local 
supermarket. Can’t tell you how disap¬ 
pointed I was when I found they were just 
fancy crisps. 


Audit on ministers’ vehicles showed 200 had gone 
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Pilot Harrison Ford: A near-miss or 
was it actually a near-hit? 


Fake news: Type ‘Putin is dead’ into Google 
and you’ll get 84,000 responses 


Mystery: How does David Davis’ text about 
Dianne Abbott make front page news 


Days when limos 
just went missing 


THERE’S a shortage of cars in Ghana. When 
the new government took office recently, it or¬ 
dered an audit of all the ministers’ limos on the 
books. About 200 vehicles, including 122 Toyo¬ 
ta Land Cruisers, have mysteriously vanished. 
It is suspected that some have been taken 
home by members of the former government. 
Easily done, isn’t it? One day you accidentally 
take home an office ballpoint pen, the next a 
few paperclips, the next a Land Cruiser. One of 
the former government’s spin-doctors has ac¬ 
cused the new administration of “embarrassing 
the country in the sight of the international com¬ 
munity” by highlighting the issue. It’s a fine old 
political tradition. If the news is bad, shoot the 
messenger. 

INCIDENTALLY, if you’re sniggering at 
Ghana’s expense, ask yourself how many of 
Britain’s warplanes, tanks, frigates, submarines 
and destroyers are where they are supposed 
to be, and fit for action. Borrowing a govern¬ 
ment-owned limo is a form of theft but having 
half our military hardware in workshops, dry 
docks or cannibalised to keep the other half 
working is a form of treason. 

GREAT mysteries of our time. How does Da¬ 
vid Davis’ unflattering text about Dianne Ab¬ 
bott, sent to one of his parliamentary ‘friends’, 
miraculously get from the ‘friend’ to the front 
pages of the newspapers? Unless, of course, 
some friends are not friends at all, but complete 
bounders. 

GREAT names demand great dramas. How 
could Harrison Ford fly his aircraft into John 
Wayne Airport without something exciting hap¬ 
pening? The something in question was one of 
those incidents we bizarrely call a near-miss, 
when it is actually a near-hit. 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 



steam locomotive Tornado is pulling trains on 
the Settle-to-Carlisle line and what a magnifi¬ 
cent sight it is. I recall a steam-hauled trip on 
the Severn Valley Railway some years ago in the 
company of a bloke who once went to school 
by train. His memory of the golden age of steam 
was not so golden. In all the seven years of his 
secondary education, he never once arrived at 
school with a clean shirt. So that’s drama, glory, 
power - and smuts. 

THE Russian news website Sputnik stands 
accused of pumping out fake news. But if the 
Kremlin is dealing in fakery, it is probably as 
much sinned against as sinning. For example, 
type ‘Putin is dead’ into Google and you’ll get 
84,000 responses. 

THE Early Learning Centre stands accused of 
“stone age” attitudes to gender for a market¬ 
ing leaflet showing little boys dressed as heroes 
and little girls as princesses. A campaign called 
Let Toys Be Toys thunders: “Girls are passive 
princesses while wise, smart, active boys save 
the day? Very disappointing.” The inconvenient 
fact, as most of us who have raised daughters 
will confirm, is that almost before they are out 
of their own pram, little girls want a mini-pram 
of their own and a baby doll to go in it. We tried 
really hard to rear a gender-neutral child but at 
18 months, on her first trip to the big toy shop 
she plunged into the display and returned em¬ 
bracing a Tiny Tears and cooing: “Dolly, dolly, 
dolly!” in pure joy. It is in their genes. 


AH, the drama, the glory, the power. The I AM not alone in being unimpressed with Let 


Toys Be Toys. From a cyberstorm of derision, I 
liked this: “Where can I find a neutral coloured 
androgenous superperson costume for my non 
gender-specific child?” 

TESS Newall thought her cherished 150-year- 
old wedding dress had been lost when a dry 
cleaners in Edinburgh ceased trading. But af¬ 
ter her story went viral, a renewed search of 
the premises found it. Such is the power of the 
internet. It reminds me of my YouTube item on 
malt-based food supplements of the 1950s. It 
went Virol. 

AN Anglican preacher has been suspended 
after emailing the pro-EU MP Anna Soubry: 
“Traitors are long remembered. May you burn in 
hell, you evil bitch!” To his credit he signed off: 
“Pastoral Co-ordinator, delivering well-being.” 
Sweet. 

AFTER relating some of your tales of woe 
about the insurance cartel - sorry, industry - my 
own renewal note arrived this week. The premi¬ 
um has shot up by 12 per cent. But that’s not 
the worst of it. What really niggles is that the 
only way of renewing the policy is on the inter¬ 
net and you don’t even get a policy document 
or cover note; you have to find them in cyber¬ 
space and print them yourself. In what pig-igno¬ 
rant, thick-headed corner of commerce is this 
regarded as customer service? 

MEANWHILE, another reader, another moan. 
His 86-year-old mother, having loyally stayed 
with the same insurers for 20 years, was pre¬ 
sented with a £202 bill to renew her house con¬ 
tents policy. He went online and found identical 
cover for £38. He informed the current insurers 
who promptly dropped their premium from £202 
to £64. In the language of insurancespeak, loy- 
al=mug. 


TALKING POINT 


One word 
to ballet 
SNOBs 
-shush! 


I AM a ballet fan, a convert who came late 
to an appreciation of the art of the dance. 

I encountered ballet through my job as 
a journalist and by the good fortune of 
having one of Europe’s finest ballet com¬ 
panies, Birmingham Royal Ballet, move 
to my region from London some 27 years 
ago, where it had been Sadler’s Wells 
Royal Ballet. 

Ballet has provided some of my most 
enchanting nights in the theatre. I have 
been spellbound by the beautiful ele¬ 
gance of the ballerinas, the strength of 
the male dancers and enchanted by the 
sumptuous, dream-like quality of the 
grand ballets. I have thrilled to the vigour 
and glamour of Matthew Bourne’s pro¬ 
ductions, including his recent hit The Red 
Shoes, and enjoyed the charm, wit and 
excellence David Bintley has brought to 
Birmingham’s repertoire. 

But there is one thing that I don’t like 
about ballet. There is, thankfully a minor¬ 
ity, but ever present, an element in the 
ballet audience who seem to resent the 
rest of the audience. 

They ‘shush’ at perfectly reasonably 
behaved audience members when they 
cough, admonish children who don’t sit 
as still as statues, I even heard of one 
of these ‘share not our ballet’ types - or 
SNOB for short - chiding the person in 
the seat in front of them for having the 
temerity to be tall. Did she want him to 
crouch! I have seen them at almost every 
ballet event, looking daggers, rolling their 
eyes, and using passive aggressive tac¬ 
tics on people who they obviously don’t 
think belong in the audience for a ballet. 

I even heard one comment that it 
looked as if many of those in the audi¬ 
ence were on benefits. They were refer¬ 
ring to the likes of you and me. By bene¬ 
fits I guess they don’t mean a pension, as 
sad to say, most of these SNOBs are in 
the well-heeled senior category. 

The average ballet fan is not the sort 
of hotdog munching, phone chattering, 
Slushie slurping character from your 
worst cinema multiplex nightmare. The 
worst I have ever come across is some¬ 
one with a hacking cough who should 
have remained in their sick bed. Those 
who attend ballet have spent a lot on a 
ticket to enjoy an art that will, in this age 
of shrinking subsidies, surely die unless it 
finds a fresh younger audience. 

The moaners want to keep ballet to 
themselves. Many of the dancers don’t 
come from privileged backgrounds, there 
are several Billy and Milly Elliots. So hur¬ 
ray for Bintley and Bourne, maintaining 
high standards whilst creating produc¬ 
tions that are genuinely popular. 

I saw one of the old guard groan when 
the audience rose in their seats to give 
The Red Shoes a standing ovation at 
The Hippodrome. Whether he thought it 
undeserved or was just annoyed that his 
view was briefly obscured, I know not. 
Perhaps I should have shushed him. 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 
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selected products 

S Old Buildings Removed 
S Asbestos Disposal 
s Base Laying Service 
Y Free Quotations 

CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Wooden 

Sheds 

wm 


HUGE 

Concrete 

FREE 

Summer 

FREE 

Log Cabins 

RANGE 

Garages 

FITTING 

Houses 

FITTING 

& Garden Rooms 


Prices from g^vered 

6ft x 4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft x 6ft £299 £344 


Fitted prices from 

£1599 
£3099 


Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 

Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


Fitted prices from 
7ft x 5ft £599 Verandah 
8ft x 6ft £725 
8ft x 8ft £789 


Fitting service available 
Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


/Huge Range /Made To Measure Service /Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 



























NHS crisis should have been foreseen 


I AM sick and tired of the media ripping our 
beloved NHS to shreds. 

Over the past six months my wider family 
has had need to use the 111 service a num¬ 
ber of times which was then followed up by 
an ambulance. We found the staff of both 
services helpful, professional and courteous 
on every occasion. 

Yes, there is a crisis. Yes they are not 
meeting targets. Yes in some cases patients 
are having to wait over four hours. But 
whose fault is that? Our politicians sit in 
their ivory towers passing laws and dishing 


out orders to the working class which they 
could not achieve themselves. 

If the politicians are able to calculate that 
we need a million houses to be built by 2020 
and HS2 within the next 10 years - then 
why did they not foresee this crisis in the 
NHS coming? 

There is a major demonstration in Lon¬ 
don on Saturday, March 4, to ‘Save our 
NHS’. I strongly recommend that those of 
us that want or need it - be there. 

PAULAGG 

Wednesbury 


LETTERS TO THEEDITOR 

ema!^™ 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 

Making good point 
about hedgehogs 


sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Sailing on 
towards 
a reunion 

THANK you again local 
newspapers, like this one, 
for printing my letters 
about reuniting those who 
have served together in the 
Royal Navy. 

Many are missing the 
camaraderie of those who 
served, such as the eight 
already found from HMS 
Raleigh; 23 Entry Benbow 
Division, 2nd June 1980. 
And ‘I wish I could relive 
some of it’ - well this can 
be done in the form of an 
‘RN Shipmates Reunion’ to 
be held over the weekend of 
Friday April 21 to Monday 
24 in the Midlands. 

This includes a coach 
tour over the weekend and 
of course, a tot issue. Wives 
and partners are welcome 
too. No association or an¬ 
nual subscription, just come 
and ‘Swing the Lamp’ and 
find old shipmates. 

Contact me for reunion 
details, Mike Crowe on 
mike.crowel@btinternet. 
com or at 7 Heath Road, 
Lake, Sandown, Isle of 
Wight. P036 8PG (A stamp 
will help if writing to me for 
reunion details!) 

MIKE CROWE 

Sandown 


POST 

Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


WE were saddened, though 
not surprised, to hear that 
fewer gardeners are spot¬ 
ting hedgehogs. We have 
long known hedgehog num¬ 
bers are in decline. Since 
the turn of the century 
numbers have dropped by 
around a third in urban ar¬ 
eas and a half in rural ones. 

A major factor in their 
decline is loss and frag¬ 
mentation of habitat. We 
have joined forces with 
People’s Trust for Endan¬ 
gered Species on a project 
called Hedgehog Street. We 
ask people to create 13cm 
square gaps in the bottom 


of their boundary fences and 
walls to join up usable hab¬ 
itat, and to ask their neigh¬ 
bours, and their neighbours’ 
neighbours to do the same 
and so on until the whole 
street is accessible to hedge¬ 
hogs! To date we have had 
over 42,000 people sign up 
as ‘hedgehog champions’! 

There are lots of simple 
things we can all do to help 
hedgehogs. To find out more 
(or to sign up as a cham¬ 
pion) see www.hedgehog- 
street, org 
FAY VASS 
British Hedgehog 
Preservation Society 


Bercow has 
no authority 

JOHN Bercow’s interven¬ 
tion in the Donald Trump 
dilemma raises some awk¬ 
ward questions. 

Firstly as has already 
been pointed out this par¬ 
ticularly smarmy and un¬ 
liked man has cosied-up to 
some of the world’s worst 
tyrants and constantly be¬ 
littles the tradition of Prime 
Minister Questions by his 
performing squeaks in front 
of the cameras. 

Despite these shortcom¬ 
ings, he has taken a moral 
stand on refusing to allow 
a democratically elected 
leader of a western nation 
to address our Parliament. 

Firstly it’s noted he does 
not actually have the au¬ 
thority to do this, and fur¬ 
ther more here in the place 
world renowned for being 
the home of free speech, 
the home of democracy 
he chooses to smother an 
American president. 

SHAUN HARRISON 

West Bromwich 

Cats are not 
loved by all 

DOES it never occur to Ron 
Hales (Chronicle, February 
9) that there are many peo¬ 
ple who dislike cats? 

I don’t want other peo¬ 
ple’s cats roaming all over 
my garden, and even finding 
them in my house if I go to 
my bin outside. 

I don’t get any birds any 
more because there are pos¬ 
sibly half a dozen cats using 
my garden as a toilet and 
why should I have to clean 
up after other people’s pets? 

Before Mr Hales starts 
asking us to take care with 
chemicals, I would suggest 
he keep his moggies indoors 
where they can’t get injured. 

E A PITT 

Oldbury 



COMFORT HIGH SEAT TOILETS 


SEE DISPLAYS 
IN STORE 


A toilet with a couple of extra 
inches of height makes all the 
difference, Large choice of 
discrete and stylish modern 
designs. 

SUPPLY ONLY £149.00 

from i 

INSTALLED £299.00^/ 


BATH TO SHOWER CONVERSION I WALK IN BATH INSTALLATION 


*.9 



Fully Installed inc. 

Safety Glass Enclosure, 
Shower seat. Grab Rail, 
I Shower valve 
I Plastering, Tiling or 
* _ I Easy Clean Wall 

I Panels. 


INSTALLED 

KT £ 1895.00- 


Bath or shower In 
comfort. Fully Installed 
Includes, Walk in bath, 
Thermostatic bath/ 
shower mixer, bathing 
seat tiling or easy 
clean wall panels 

INSTALLED 

from 

£2995.00 




• Over 50 displays in store • Large showroom- free parking • Free no obligation survey 

• Long established business • Quality installers ‘Terms and conditions apply see in store for details. 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 

REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 
CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 0121 505 1132 



HOME 

COMFORTS 


BEOS • SOFAS « CARPETS 



Stain Safe 
carpet 



OPENING TIMES MON-SAT 9.30-5PM 

Telephone 0121 588 5904 

215 WALSALL RD, STONE CROSS B71 3HS 
homecomfortsx@hotmail.com 

Headboards Sold Separately 



Established over 20 years 


lations 


project 




• Windows 
► Composite Doors 
• Porches 
• Patio Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Window & Door 


Fascias / Guttering 
• Building Work 
• Misted-up Units 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm 

TELEPHONE: 0121 344 2222 
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Norman Powell, seen at the RAF Museum, Cosford, by a Vickers Valiant bomber of 49 Squadron Norman gets up close to the Valiant, with the squadron badge 

Norman turned down chance to be 
part of history as bomb is dropped 



Britain’s first hydrogen bomb explodes on Christmas Island 


SUN, sea, sand - apart from the 
small matter of a nuclear explo¬ 
sion or two, it was a free holiday 
of a lifetime. 

But 60 years ago this month Norman 
Powell, then of Oldbury, turned down 
the invitation to take a trip to an exot¬ 
ic and remote island, and so missed the 
chance to witness history - the detona¬ 
tion of Britain’s first hydrogen bomb. 

He preferred not to go as he was court¬ 
ing and, as he went on to marry that young 
lady, it was a decision which changed the 
course of his life. 

Standing at the RAF Museum at Cosford 
in the shadow of the very Vickers Valiant 
bomber which had a significant part in his 
tale, Norman, aged 79 reflects on his fate¬ 
ful choice. I was living then at Thompson 
Road at Langley in Oldbury, and served 18 
months of my National Service in 49 Squad¬ 
ron at RAF Wittering in Cambridgeshire. 

“At that time 49 Squadron had been as- 


MEMORY LANE 


Report by Toby Neal 


signed to the task of testing the nuclear hy¬ 
drogen bomb over the middle of the Pacific 
Ocean in the spring of 1957. 

“The operation was, of course, very hush- 
hush and us lower ranks were kept com¬ 
pletely in the dark about the details of the 
operation. 

Courting 

“In the February of that year a number of 
us young National Servicemen were asked 
if we would like to be flown to Christmas Is¬ 
land to witness the detonation of the bomb. 

“We were informed that we would not 
have anything to do out there but lounge 
around in the sun, sea and sand. 

“I declined to volunteer because I was 
courting a local village girl at that time - 
she’s now my wife of 58 years - and I must 
say I am glad I didn’t because numerous 


witnesses consequently suffered illnesses 
related to radiation in their later years.” 

“The nuclear bomb was dropped from 
a Vickers Valiant piloted by Wing Com¬ 
mander Kenneth Hubbard who was our 
commanding officer at RAF Wittering at 
that time.” It is this same Valiant which is 
displayed in the National Cold War Exhibi¬ 
tion at the museum with the names of the 
crew and 49 Squadron’s badge on the side 
of the fuselage. 

Norman, now living in Bucknell, Shrop¬ 
shire had worked in the workshop at the 
base, and not on the aircraft, but was able 
to observe the V-bombers’ comings and go¬ 
ings as they went on rolling patrols to be on 
constant readiness with Britain’s nuclear 
deterrent. 

Britain’s first hydrogen bomb was 
dropped by the Valiant south of Christmas 
Island in May 1957 and there followed a se¬ 
ries of other atomic tests. Its flying career 
ended in December 1964 when all Valiants 
were grounded because of structural prob¬ 
lems. It came to Cosford in 2005. 



Norman, front right, with some of his National Service colleagues from 60 years ago 
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Cleaning 1 
Services now available 
to restore all your uPVC 
products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning 
available 




HPsaje 


tii 


Replace the existing roof on 

your conservatory and create a Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 

comfortable environment and a industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 

room you can use all year round have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON MARCH INSTALLATIONS 


FREEPHONE 0800 9,17 




Blackheath 


Weekdays: 


5130pm 
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Name game to put pupils in the picture 



Form 5 youngsters at Hamstead Infants and Junior School seen out in the sunshine in 1957 with their teachers 


LOCAL historian and author Terry 
Price has put out an appeal for in¬ 
formation on two school pictures he 
has come across, in his research for 
a new book. 

He has uncovered two photo¬ 
graphs of Hamstead Infants and 
Junior School which he has asked 
the Chronicle to publish, in the hope 
that it jogs people’s memories and 
he can establish the names of most, 
if not all, of the pupils captured in 
the frame. 

Terry said: “Despite appeals in 
other newspapers, no names have 
ever been forthcoming and yet, most 
of these pupils are probably still 
alive today.” 

He explained that both pictures 
feature Form 5 pupils, one from 
around 1957 and another six years 
later. 

The only names Terry does have 
is for the two teachers who are on 
both pictures, Dorothy Leedham 
and Christine Onions. 

He added: “If anyone can provide 
any names, I can be contacted on 
01922 635891.” 



Teachers Dorothy Leedham and Christine Onions with Form 5 in 1963 


Dental Implants 

The feel good solution 
for missing teeth 

• No more loose & sore dentures! • No more denture adhesive! 
» Enjoyyour food & socialising again! We can helpyou! 



Dental implants are the most feel good, natural, healthy solution for 
replacing missing teeth and are great value for money from as little as... 

£97.90 per month* 

1 ‘Conditions apply 


STELLA MARIS DENTAL 


84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

0121588 4541 www.confidence2smile.co.uk 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotahon on 0800 61 21118. 


CloudylClear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer Than 





VINTER 5ALE CONTINUES! 



BIGGER MENSWEAR 

WE SPECIALISE IN SIZES UP TO 6XL 
WAIST AND CHEST 

MEN’S CAR COATS 

End of Ranges ALL 1/2 PRICE 

POLO SHIRTS 2XL to 6XL 

Plain Colours Normally £13.99 

ALL 1/2 PRICE £6.99 


MEN’S STONEWASHED JEANS 

46 to 58 Waist 
Usually £16.99 

ALL 1/2 PRICE £8.50 


SHORT SLEEVE 
POLY COTTON SHIRTS 

Plain Colours 2XL to 5XL 
Normally £13.99 

ALL 1/2 PRICE £7.00 


MEN’S PADDED GILETS 

2XL and 3XL Usually £25.99 

ALL 1/2 PRICE £13.00 


SUPERB BARGAINS 
IN MEN’S SUITS 

48 to 62 Chest Normally £99.99 

1/2 PRICE £50.00 


FOOTWEAR 

MEN’S LACE UP SHOES 
Sizes 8 to 12 in Black 
£15.99 1/2 PRICE £8.00 


LADIES SLIPPERS 

Sizes 4 to 8 Normally £12.99 

1/2 PRICE £6.50 

I Est 1905 r^ F yxtr AKAl*L’ 


MODEL RAILWAYS 

HALLS - FOOTBALLERS AND COACHES 



NEW UNBOXED HORNBY COACHES 

LMS & BR Maroon Usually £35.99 

THIS WEEK 1/2 PRICE £18.00 

BACHMANN BR AUTO TRAILERS 

£69 99 

1/2 PRICE THIS SATURDAY £35.00 

BACHMANN BLUE INSPECTION SALOONS 

£59 95 

1/2 PRICE THIS SATURDAY £30.00 
HORNBY R3004 SELBY HALL LOCO 
AND BARNSLEY FOOTBALLER R3003 

both list price £131.99 

1/2 PRICE THIS SATURDAY £66.00 

ALL BOXED SECOND HAND 00 COACHES 

from Hornby, Bachmann and Airfix 

THIS WEEK £10.00 

For more Special 1/2 PRICE BARGAINS 
FOR HALF TERM GO TO OUR WEB SITE 
www.aoakes.co.uk World of Model Trains 

EXPECTED THIS WEEK DAPOL 00 CLASS 68 - 
Check our price 

Also all 2017 CATALOGUES AVAILABLE from HORNBY, 
SCALEX, GRAHAM FARISH AND BACHMANN 


174/180 Vicarage Road, 

Nr Oldbury, B68 8JB 
Tel: 0121 552 1684 

CUSTOMER CAR PARK 
Open Monday to Saturday 9 am to 5.30 pm, 
Wednesday 9.00 am to 12.30 om 
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Surgery is 
under fire 
over health 
breaches 

A GP surgery that caters for around 8,500 pa¬ 
tients has been told to improve following an 
inspection. 

Swanpool Medical Centre based at St Mark’s Road 
in Tipton has been rated ‘requires improvement’ in 
safety, effectiveness, care and responsiveness. It was 
also rated as ‘inadequate’ in its leadership. 


Listing the breaches of 
the Health and Social Care 
Act 2008, the report pub¬ 
lished by the Care Quality 
Commission (CQC) said the 
surgery ‘did not have robust 
systems to ensure patients 
were protected against the 
risk of unsafe or inappropri¬ 
ate care and treatment’. 

Records 

The surgery on St Marks 
Road was also criticised 
following the inspection in 
November for its cleaning 
procedures, with the inspec¬ 
tors stating: “There was no 
records kept for the cleaning 
of clinical equipment and 
only the nurses’ room con¬ 
tained wipes. 

“We asked clinical staff 
how they cleaned their 
equipment and couches and 
were advised it was with 
hand rub.” 

There were concerns 
about safety in terms of re- 


By Judith Hawkins 

porting incidents, with the 
CQC concluding that not 
enough had been done since 
their last inspection. 

The report stated: “At our 
previous inspection in June 
2015 we identified concerns 
in relation to the manage¬ 
ment of incidents and safety 
alerts. 

“At this inspection the 
practice was still unable to 
demonstrate that an effec¬ 
tive system was in place. 

“There was a system in 
place for reporting and re¬ 
cording significant events. 
However, the systems in 
place were not sufficiently 
effective in ensuring that 
when things went wrong 
learning took place.” 

Although rated as 
quires improvement’ 
terms of care, there was 
some praise: “We saw staff 
treated patients with kind¬ 
ness and respect.” 



Authority in award 
after staff consulted 


Facing the Future manager Phil Challoner and 
Councillor Steve Trow with the award 


SUCCESSFULLY getting staff views on efficiency savings 
has won Sandwell Council a top national award alongside 
major employers like Virgin Trains. 

The council has picked up the Public Sector Award in the 
UK Employee Engagement Awards 2016, which highlight 
companies and organisations that put talking and listening 
to staff at the heart of their business. In 2014, Sandwell 
launched its Facing the Future scheme, which encouraged 
staff to suggest and develop ideas to make savings. 

It is a programme of projects to transform the way 
Sandwell Council works and saves money in the face of cuts 
from central government, totalling £132 million over five 
years. Councillor Steve Trow, the council’s cabinet member 
for core council services, said: “Thanks to staff engaging 
with our Facing the Future programme, we have success¬ 
fully tapped into their skill, knowledge and experience. 

“This has resulted in suggestions for better ways of 
working in today’s financial climate as the council makes 
significant savings. I am delighted the work we have done 
so far has been recognised with this prestigious award.” 


Early detection key to 
saving sufferers' lives 


NHS HEROES 

ONCE again we focus 
some of our time on the 
quiet heroes of the NHS, 
from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a wide 
variety of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust is one of the Black 
Country’s largest NHS or¬ 
ganisations. 

It employs 7,500 people, 
many of whom live locally. 

Last year, the trust pro¬ 
vides care from 150 loca¬ 
tions. 

This week we highlight: 

JOHN RUDGE 

Bowel Cancer Screening 
Administrator 



IT’S the screening pro¬ 
gramme that saves lives 
- and John Rudge has an 
important part to play in its 
delivery. 

The 27-year-old started work¬ 
ing for the Bowel Cancer Screen¬ 
ing Programme for Sandwell and 
West Birmingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust in November 2016. 

The test can lead to early detection 
of bowel cancer which means a better 
chance of survival for the patient. 

John, from Brandhall, is responsible 
for booking appointments and liaising 
with patients. 

“I enjoy being able to be a part of an 
important screening programme as it 
continues to develop,” explained John. 

“I like interacting with a diverse 
range of people throughout my work 
day from different members of staff to 
the patients within the wider commu¬ 
nity. 

“I am working in a really great team 
and department.” 

Contribute 

Getting to know his new job is his 
next biggest challenge. 

He said: “As I’ve not long joined 
the BCSP team I’d like to get to know 
every aspect of my job as quickly as 
possible so I can contribute even more 
to the team moving forward.” 

John first started working for the 
Trust in 2008 within the medical re¬ 
cords department. 

It was his mum who inspired him to 
work for the NHS and she is also his 
very own hero. 

He added: “She’s worked in the 
NHS for more than 30 years, through 
good and bad times. 

“She has supported me through 
my journey so far and I’ve got a lot to 
thank her for.” 

But the West Bromwich Albion fan 
laughed: “Super Bob Taylor is a close 


second, to be honest.” He added work¬ 
ing for the NHS is the only career path 
he has wanted to follow. 

“The respect for the NHS and 
everything it stands for has kept me 
believing in this job. 

“I have a great affection for the 
NHS. 

“It is a great British institution and 
being a part of that really drives me, 
as well as the opportunity to help my 
local communities. 

“This coupled with being a part of a 
dynamic and growing national screen¬ 
ing programme keeps me motivated.” 

Over the past eight years, 
John has had plenty of mem¬ 
orable occasions at the Trust. 
“But it was when he was getting mar¬ 
ried that he realised how supportive 
his colleagues were. 


“Just before I was about to get 
married I received a card signed by 
so many members of staff from across 
City and Sandwell Hospitals wishing 
me well that it made me realise what 
a little community we are and how 
many good people you come into con¬ 
tact with,” he said. 

Perfect 

Outside of work, John is a devoted 
Baggies fan, and also enjoys playing 
football. 

He regularly visits County Wicklow 
in Ireland, where his wife hails from, 
and he said it’s the perfect place to get 
away from it all. 

And what’s his biggest fear? “This 
might sound weird but anything lurk¬ 
ing in the deep. Especially squid - 
they’re not right,” he laughed. 


buysofasdirect.co.u 


25% OFF 





ALL BEDROOM 
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SPECIAL I MASSIVE SAVINGS ON 
■■■ FABRIC SUITES AND 

Elizabeth or 1 LEATHER RECUNERS 

Seasons Chair 

Only £199 


(Limited Time Only) 


Four Seasons Crimson Corner 


Essex 



Macall 


• 35 years Experience ► Vast Range of Fabrics & Colours * Quick Delivery Jo view Our full ranqe please visit 0% FINANCE INTEREST FREE 
Oak Furniture Warehouse 9 Mattresses from £49 • Corner Groups • Sofa Beds ■ , .. ■ niuinrrmu rnirur 

• Uft and Rise Chairs • Tailor-made to suit individual requirements WWW.buySOfasdireCt.CO.uk PAY WEEKLY SCHEME 


Sedgley Road West, Tipton DY4 8DQ 14-16 Trident Centre, Dudley (next to B&M) Marlow Street, Rowley Regis B65 OAY 

0121 557 7171 01384 252453 0121 561 5386 (J 

































Saw point as thief 
is caught in the act 



The suspect seen on CCTV in the ‘trick and trap’ 
van which was set up by police in Halesowen 

A CROOK stealing a saw from van was caught in the act - 
thanks to a CCTV trap set up by police. 

This man was pictured breaking into one of the forces’s 
‘trick and trap’ van. He stole a saw in the break-in. 

The van was parked up in Halesowen. 

The vehicles are equipped with cameras to capture the 
unsuspecting criminals when they break-in. 

It is in response to the spike in thefts from cars and vans 
during the winter. 

A spokesman for the force said: “Our capture van was 
parked on Instone Road, Halesowen as part of an ongoing 
force wide operation into vehicle crime. 

“A steel saw was stolen, but we captured the whole thing 
on CCTV which we’ve now released in a bid to trace the 
offenders.” 

The theft took place between 2am and 2.30am on De¬ 
cember 13. 

Anyone who knows who they are is asked to contact De¬ 
tective Constable Darren Barnes by emailing d.m.barnes@ 
west-midlands.pnn.police.uk 


Hospital to 
be scaled 
back with 
£12m loss 


SAN DWELLS new super hospital is set to 
lose out on £12 million of funding each year 
for emergency care - a major blow to the fa¬ 
cility before it has even opened. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham NHS Trust, 
which will run the £350m Midland Metropolitan 
Hospital, said a ‘scaling back of services’ would now 


have to be considered. 

The proposed shortfall is 
set to hit in 2018/19 - the fi¬ 
nancial year when the Mid¬ 
land Met is due to open its 
doors. 

The Midland Met has 
been designed to special¬ 
ise in emergency care. The 
trust failed to meet A&E 
waiting times for the last 
year at its Sandwell General 
and City Hospital sites. 

Trust chief executive 
Toby Lewis said: “Commis¬ 
sioner proposals to reduce 
our income by £12m per 
year are a significant matter 
for resolution and we con¬ 
tinue to work to find a way 
forward. 

“All options to scale back 
services will be considered 
in due course, but the qual¬ 
ity and safety implications 
of the commissioners’ pro¬ 
posals are yet to be exam¬ 
ined. 


By Richard Guttrid ge 

“The trust remains 
committed to making the 
Midland Met an effective 
emergency centre for local 
people, supported by the 
convenience of the Sandwell 
Urgent Care Centre in place 
of the present A&E.” 

A reduced funding pack¬ 
age has been proposed by 
Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Clinical Commis¬ 
sioning Group. If confirmed, 
the funding cut will strike a 
major blow to bosses behind 
the Midland Met, which has 
been dubbed the region’s 
first ‘super hospital’. 

It is hoped the facility, 
which is currently under 
construction in Smethwick, 
will dramatically improve 
emergency care in the bor¬ 
ough and have capacity for 
many more patients than 
currently on offer. 



BUY 


Best rates and pay no commission on all foreign cu rrency 

dfc .. . EGmsEB.-Vi^C 


We sell £1 = 1.145 
We buy £1 = 1.23 

Price Paid 21.2.17 


We sell M = 1.212 
We buy £1 = 1.30 ■ 

Price Paid 21.2.17 


* Gold & Silver Jewellery * Watches 

•k Diamond Rings * Pre-Owned Rolex’s 

* Jewellery Repair & Cleaning Services 

* Replace Missing Diamonds Watch Servicing & Batteries 

SELL 




15 Market Place, Wednesbury WSlO 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 

www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk 


_ Sandwell 4 Free Activities 

* cige February 2017 


Creative Hub for Older People Calendar of Events 


Every Thursday afternoon from 1pm-3.00pm 



Vintage cafe & Digital drop-in 

Use our touch screen tablets or get help with your own equipment. 
Information & Benefits Advice from Age UK Advisor Gary Overton. 

Thursday 23rd February 1 pm - 3pm 

Healthwatch Sandwell - information and advice on health care in Sandwell. 

All activities and refreshments FREE! 

Wesley Community Centre, High Street, West Bromwich, B70 8ND 
(by Lloyds Bank) B70 8ND Access is at the rear of the building. 

Phone Age UK Sandwell on 0121 314 4526 

Registered charity number 1080517 IDBBOS051 03/12 



Full Window 
Wizard Services 
Available 


• Misted Unit: 
A* Replaced 

• * Broken Hint 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 

0121 421 7001 


INUTEN 
BACK DOOR 


INUTEN 
FRONT DOOR 


6 FLAT 
WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 


in WHITE 
From Only 

'MoYii 


in WHITE 
From Only 


From Only 

(^GYoYoYo 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


...Including 
fitting! 




• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Winter ...including 

• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! fitting! 




Your local we// established business offering 
top quality products and service 
No payment until completion 
Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 
Visit our showroom 
Deal direct with the owner 


It UYI Y-5 to be 



HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 



FENSA 

Registered 30179 


"We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" 


on rrt nn rm 

v V V v V 
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uPVC 

REPAIRS 


AT LAST! A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST AND RELY ON 


We offer a complete repair service on all 
uPVC Windows, Doors & Conservatories 



BROKEN or MISTED DOUBLE GLAZED 
UNITS REPLACED 



uPVC door lock specialists 


HANDLES, LETTERBOXES, HINGES REPLACED 

DROPPED DOORSREALUGNED 

RUBBER SEALS AND SILICONE SEALANT REPLACED 


Upgrade to the latest 
High Security Anti Snap Cylinders 

Don't be a statistic! i 

Visit our website for details 


HAVJN t GIRROBUEMS,WJTiH 
CONDENSATION BETWEEN 
DOUBLE GLAZED UNITS? 


H 



WE ALSO FIT 4 
ENERGY RATED « 
WINDOWS & 1 
DOORS - 



Call now for your FREE quote 

01922 648732 - 07412 766665 




Head Office 59 New Forrest Road, Walsall WS31TR 

www.elite-property-services.co.uk 


England legends will 
honour Baggies' Jeff 


ENGLAND’S World Cup he¬ 
roes will come out to honour 
Albion legend Jeff Astle at a 
special event to mark what 
would have been his 75th 
birthday. 

Sir Geoff Hurst and Gordon 
Banks have been lined up to ap¬ 
pear at gala dinner at Hotel Foot¬ 
ball in Manchester in May. 

Just 75 tickets will be made availa¬ 
ble for the intimate show paying trib¬ 
ute to the Baggies icon. 

Fans who are lucky enough to get 
tickets will have the chance to get 
their hands of the Jules Rimet trophy 
- just as Bobby Moore and co did all 
those years ago. 

The FA Cup, which Astle famously 
held aloft in arguably his finest hour 
in a Baggies shirt, will also make an 
appearance. 

Research 

Money raised from the show will go 
towards the Jeff Astle Foundation and 
help his family continue their fight 
for the football authorities to sanc¬ 
tion more research into links between 
heading footballs and brain conditions 
such as dementia. 

Former West Brom and England 
striker Astle died in 2002, aged 59, 
suffering from early on-set dementia, 
which a coroner found was caused by 
heading heavy footballs. 

Tickets for the dinner, on Saturday, 
May 13, are expected to sell out fast, 
with Albion fans likely to be at the 
head of the queue. 

They will cost £75 each and anyone 
booking a table of 12 will get one of the 
tickets for free. 

Hat-trick hero of 1966 Sir Geoff 
Hurst and ex-goalkeeper Gordon 
Banks will recount tales from their 
days playing alongside Astle for Eng¬ 
land. It is also hoped another World 
Cup winner, the former Liverpool 



Jeff Astle, at the height of his career 

striker Roger Hunt, will attend. A 
series of prizes will also be given out 
through a raffle. 

While having some of the greatest 
names to have ever played the game at 
the event is a huge feat, the Astle fam¬ 
ily said those who aren’t able to attend 
would embody their fight for justice. 

Many of the surviving 1966 World 
Cup team are now struggling with 
illness. Astle’s daughter Dawn said: 
“Dad would have been 75 and we 



Sir Geoff Hurst, due to appear 

wanted to do something to celebrate 
his life. 

“The FA has kindly allowed us to 
have the FA Cup and we are thrilled 
Sir Geoff Hurst and Gordon Banks 
have agreed to come. For them to give 
up their time for nothing is fantastic. 

“It shows the esteem in which he is 
held.” 

To be in with a chance of tickets, 
email Dawn Astle at dawnastle9@ 
gmail.com 


Struggling to get noticed? 

Broadcast 
your brand 

Build brand awareness and increase traffic to your website with an Amplify package. 
To find out more go to www.mnadigital.co.uk/amplify or call 01902 504512 

MNA DIGITAL 

51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES | 01902 504512 | www.mnadigital.co.uk 











































© KNOWHOW 

REPAIR CENTRE 


From mobile phones to computers, 
our local experts can fix it fast. 



We’ll fix it within 48 hours. 
If we don’t fix it, you don’t pay. 
Guaranteed repairs by our fully qualified engineers. 


To book an in-store repairs appointment visit: 
currys.co.uk/fixit 

and select a one-hour slot that suits you - we’ll take care of the rest. 


or visit 

Currys PC World, Birmingham. 

Unit 4 Gallagher Shopping Park, Axletree Way, Wednesbury, WS10 9QY. 

Currys ' PC World 


All repairs subject to parts and availability. DSG Retail Ltd., 1 Portal Way, Acton, London, W3 6RS. Registered in England. No. 504877. 
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Discharge of op patient was 
'gross failure’, says coroner 


A GRANDFATHER died after wrongly being discharged from 
hospital - with medics admitting he ‘would have survived’ if 
his condition was treated as an emergency, an inquest heard. 

Jeffrey Bennett, aged 65, from Coronation Road, Tipton, admitted 
himself to Sandwell Hospital on September 25 when a wound from a 
previous operation on his groin would not stop bleeding. Upon arriv¬ 


al he was assessed by a junior doc 
wound infection. 

He was later discharged with antibi¬ 
otics and was found dead at home the 
following day. Senior Coroner Zafar 
Siddique declared a ‘gross failure in 
basic medical care’. He gave a narra¬ 
tive conclusion with a contribution of 
neglect on the trust’s part. 

Mr Bennett, who was a retired 
foundry worker, had undergone sev¬ 
eral surgical procedures in August, 
due to the leaking wound - which pre¬ 
sented as a ‘false aneurysm’ from a 
previous vascular operation. 

Black Country Coroners’ Court 
heard how Mr Bennett called an am¬ 
bulance from home in the early hours 
of September 25. 

Stable 

When admitted to A&E at Sandwell 
Hospital, he was seen by a junior 
doctor who then spoke to senior con¬ 
sultant on shift Dr Barnett Musiime. 
At that point, his blood pressure and 
pulse were stable. None of the doctors 
were aware of his medical history and 
no notes were recorded by Dr Musiime, 
the court heard. 

Dr Shekhar Chillala, who was the 
consultant in charge on the night of 
Mr Bennett’s admittance, but did not 
see him, said: “There was cause for 
concern here and a vascular opinion 
should have been sought. He would 
have survived if he had been admit¬ 
ted.” A post mortem gave the cause of 
death as hypovolemic shock due to the 


)r who diagnosed a post-operation 

Report by Clare Butler 

blood loss. An internal investigation 
was carried out by the Trust following 
Mr Bennett’s death. 

Dr Gabrielle Downey, consultant 
and tribunal member, stated: “My 
conclusions are that the trust did not 
give the care he needed. He would 
have been alive today - this was an 
unsafe discharge. 

“On the next staff training day it 
needs to be made aware each step of 
the way how we let this man die.” 

Senior Coroner Zafar Siddique said 
he would not be writing to the trust 
but would keep a check on when the 
updated measures had been imple¬ 
mented. Mr Bennett was described by 
his daughter as being a ‘decent, hard 
working Black Country man’. 

Ms Bennett, who is a mother-of-two, 
explained: “He was the best dad in the 
world. This is absolutely gutting.” 

In a statement issued from the 
trust, Medical Director, Roger Sted- 
man, said: “We are sincerely sorry for 
the failure in our care when we were 
treating Mr Bennett. We have met his 
family and been open about what hap¬ 
pened. 

“We have learned from this incident 
to ensure that patients who attend our 
emergency department with a major 
accident or condition are always re¬ 
viewed by a senior doctor before they 
are discharged home.” 


Delight as families are write on target 



Parent Beverley Need with her son Harry Hogan, aged two, and parent Hayley Mills 
with her son Elliot Jones, three, with Councillor Simon Hackett and other children 


FAMILIES are celebrating after com¬ 
pleting a literacy course at Corner¬ 
stone pre-school in Rowley Regis. 

The pre-school, based at The Flame 
Community Church in Cardale Street, 
has organised various activities de¬ 
signed to improve children’s literacy 
skills and get them ready to start 
school. 

Cornerstone pre-school is one of 10 
organisations across Sandwell who 
have received a £500 grant from the 
council along with specialist training 
for their staff to help them deliver 
these special sessions. 

The project termed “Raising Early 
Achievement in Literacy (REAL)” was 
first piloted in Sandwell in 2013 with 
funding and training provided by the 
National Children’s Bureau as part 
of a Department for Education (DfE) 
drive to improve the skills of two to 
five-year-olds. 

The project has proved to be a great 
success and Sandwell Council has 
vowed to continue to support and fund 
the initiative. 

With a mixture of home visits and 
sessions at the Rowley Regis nursery, 
staff encourage parents and carers to 
read more with their children, learn 
new rhymes together and do more 
writing and drawing. The sessions are 
spread over a period of six months. 

Councillor Simon Hackett, cabinet 
member for children’s services at¬ 
tended the celebration event at Cor¬ 
nerstone pre-school. He said: “Making 
sure children in Sandwell are ready 
for school one of my key priorities 
and this project is a great example of 


making sure our children are given the 
best start. I was thrilled to come along 
to this celebration and it was great to 
hear from the parents first-hand what 
they and their children have achieved 
through this project.” 

The figures from previous courses in 


Sandwell prove that this way of work¬ 
ing with families has significantly im¬ 
proved children’s skills on all levels. 
The children all showed a marked im¬ 
provement in all areas of literacy with 
parents growing in confidence in sup¬ 
porting and teaching their children. 


Marching on 
with arts 
roadshows 

A MONTH-LONG roadshow of work¬ 
shops and sessions to help artists of 
all ages get creative and talk about 
the future of the arts is coming to 
Sandwell. 

Called ‘mARTch’ - art in March - 
the event will give artists, dancers, 
photographers, poets and writers the 
chance to tell the council what more 
can be done for them. They will also 
be able to add their own creativity to 
a piece of community art, to go on dis¬ 
play later this year. Family-friendly 
workshops and consultation events 
are planned for all six towns. 

Leisure chief, Councillor Richard 
Marshall, said: “mARTch is a great 
opportunity for local artists - what¬ 
ever their talent - to get involved 
in shaping the future of arts in 
Sandwell.” 

Events announced so far: Satur¬ 
day March 4, 10am-4pm, Brasshouse 
Community Centre, Smethwick; 
Saturday 18, 10am-4pm, Oak House 
Museum, West Bromwich; Sunday 19, 
10am-4pm, Haden Hill House, Crad- 
ley Heath (all workshops are from 
llam-3pm). 

It continues on Wednesday 22, 
4-8pm, Coneygre Youth Arts Cen¬ 
tre, Tipton (workshop, 4.30-7.30pm); 
Thursday 23,10am-4pm, Wednesbury 
Museum and Art Gallery (workshop, 
llam-3pm); Saturday 25, 10am-4pm, 
Oldbury Library (workshop, 11am- 
3pm). 

Back to the sixties 
with Herman and co 

LEGENDARY names from the 1960s 
music scene will come together for a 
special Midlands show next month. 

Herman’s Hermits and the Swing¬ 
ing Blue Jeans will lead a list of well- 
known artists who have spent more 
than half a century in music. 

The Sensational 60s Experience 
will arrive at the Alexandra Theatre 
in Birmingham on Friday, March 3. 
For tickets call 0844 8713011 or log on 
at www.atgtickets.com/birmingham 



Jersey 


Great Value Holidays - All Year Round 

>> FLYING FROM BIRMINGHAM OR MANCHESTER 

With FREE Nights* or FREE Half-Board* On Many Dates - Book Before 31/03/17 



Discover the beautiful Channel Island of Jersey - from the award winning beaches and unspoiled landscape 
to the fascinating attractions and year round calendar of festivals and events. 


Price Includes: 

r Return flights from Birmingham or Manchester to Jersey 
r Accommodation at the 3* Mayfair Hotel, St Helier, 

- a short stroll to town centre and Havre Des Pas beach 
■S Full English Breakfast 
■T Health Club and indoor swimming pool 


r In-house entertainment most evenings 
r Return coach transfers from Jersey airport 
r One item of checked-in baggage per person 
r Check-in and airline booking fees 
r ATOL protected 


& 


*99p Bar available until 11 pm each day. Conditions apply. Please quote'99pBar'at time of booking. m 


01534 759 529 L Quote wes | www.modernhotels.com/wes 

* Prices per person based on two people sharing a room. Offers are subject to terms and conditions, selected dates 
and minimum nights stay. Offers cannot be combined. Operated by Modern Hotels, ABTAV3101, ATOL Protected 0752. 


Wednesbury 



HD 


Contact Market Manager 
0121 5533074 


THIS SUNDAY 
26TH FEBRUARY 

9am-2 pm 

WEDNESBURY MARKET 
NEXT TO TOWN 
SQUARE, 
off Union Street 


Traders 

from 

8am 

£5 
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Need CAR FINANCE 






cSeo" 


We Accept 

CCJ’s ✓ DEFAULTS ✓ 

IVA’s ✓ SELF EMPLOYED ✓ 
UNEMPLOYED ✓ BENEFITS ✓ 


✓ 

DEPOSIT 


No 




CONSIDERED 


Easy Pay Car Finance 



Call Steve Today on 07977 211992 
Call the office on 0121 505 6993 

145 Potters Lane, 
Wednesbury WS10 OAT 


To see the range of cars we have visit 
www.easypaycarfinance.co.uk 


f facebook/easypayfinance 
* @EPCarfinance 
0 easypaycarfinance 


NEW CARS ARRIVING DAILY 
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Your Chronicle 





A in association with 

Umm, 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 

Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, llABTA (J 

Walsall, West Bromwich and Wolverhampton 


OPENING 

WEEK 


ipeca 


PRICE INCLUDES 
£20pp OFF 

FOR BOOKINGS MADE BY 6 MARCH 2017 



DIANA 

HER FASHION STORY 
opens THIS WEEK at 
Kensington Palace 


Selected Saturday departures until December 2017 


See this exhibition charting the fashion evolution of the late Diana, Princess of Wales, from 
the frills and pie-crust collars of her early days in the public eye to the elegant, sophisticated 


Victim tells of stabbing 
horror as teen locked up 

A VIOLENT thug who left a 
fitness competitor scarred 
for life in a brutal knife attack 
has been locked up for al¬ 
most nine years. 

After assaulting a young wom¬ 
an, Aidan Morrissey repeatedly 
stabbed Will Flint as he stepped in 
to try and appease the situation, 
in the early hours of New Year’s 
Day. 

Brave Will was left needing more 
than 60 stitches for up to a dozen 
separate knife wounds, and has now 
spoken about his ordeal. He had in¬ 
tervened after 18-year-old Morrissey 
dragged a woman by the hair and 
punched her in the eye at a cashpoint 
on the Bristol Road in Birmingham. 

Will, aged 27, heard the commo¬ 
tion and came over, but as he turned 
to speak to Morrissey the knifeman 
lashed out. Locked up - Aidan Morrissey, 18 Will Flint, seen during his recuperation 



signature style of the nineties. 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Sunday admission ticket to Kensington Palace and gardens, including entrance to the ‘Diana: Her 
Fashion Story’ exhibition 

✓ Free time in London on Saturday 


2 days, by coach 

®4iio 

£ I l9 ,9Spp 


Quote Code: QGN114 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com/QGN114 


Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


f ■ 

OmegaHols @OmegaHols 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 


<JL) 1 OPENING TIMES: 

OmegaHols MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 



Witnesses 

Before this horrific attack Will had 
won national physique competitions, 
but he is still recuperating and may 
never be involved in competitions 
again. West Midlands Police were able 
to identify and charge Morrissey, with 
witnesses traced through a public ap¬ 
peal. 

Morrissey, of Billbrook Grove in We- 
oley Castle, admitted wounding with 
intent to cause grievous bodily harm 
and possession of a bladed article, and 
was also sentenced for two counts of 
battery against the female victim. 

He was given a custodial sentence of 
eight years and 10 months at Birming¬ 
ham Crown Court. 

Reliving the horror in order to high¬ 
light the dangers of knife crime, Will 
said: “I was at the ATM when I heard 
a commotion: a young woman was 
being yelled at. I spoke to the man but 
almost immediately he pulled a knife 
and began stabbing me. 



Will took these pictures of the scars that are left following the knife attack 


“I have had some martial arts train- and emotional impact and the scars 
ing and managed to deflect some of will stay with me for life, 
the blows, without that I’m not sure I “It’s unlikely I’ll be able to return to 
would still be alive. It was a traumatic full fitness again because of this and 
time not only for myself but also my it just shows how knives can perma- 
family; it will have a lasting physical nently affect someone’s life.” 



Make new 
friends 


Have fun Explore 


Adventure 


Learn 


FREE childcare for 2 year olds 


Your 2 year old may be able to get up to 15 hours free 
childcare a week during term time. 

That’s 15 hours a week to learn through play, make their first 
friends, sing, dance, dress up and have lots of fun. 


That’s also 15 hours a week for you to have a break, spend 
more time with your younger children, get stuff done around 
the house, study or look for work. 


To find out more please contact Sandwell 
Family Information Service 0121569 4914 
or visit www.sandwell.gov.uk/freechildcare 


Sandwell Sandi 


Family Information! 
Service 
































Chance to restore old glassworks building 



The rundown former factory once formed part of the Chance Glassworks in Smethwick 

RUN-DOWN, rotting and on the brink has been largely neglected for the past by Chance for decades. The glass face 
of collapse, it is a long way from its 35 years. A £25 million masterplan has on London’s Big Ben was also made 
heyday as one of the country’s most been revealed to regenerate the Spon there. The Chance Glassworks Herit- 
famous glassworks. Lane site, creating homes, offices and age Trust, which is behind the scheme, 

Now it is hoped this piece of Black shops. has revealed work could begin before 

Country history will soon be trans- A lighthouse will also form the cen- the end of the year, 
formed into modern apartments. trepiece of the development, in a nod Chairman Mark Davies said: “We 

The derelict canalside building to the glassworks’ past. are working on a masterplan but we 

forms part of the historic Chance Reflective glass used in many light- want to do some more public consul- 
Glassworks site in Smethwick which houses around the world was produced tations.” 


Wife in justice vow 
over asbestos death 


17 


A GRIEVING widow is launch¬ 
ing legal action against Tes- 
co, after her husband died 
from asbestos-related can¬ 
cer. 

Father-of-three David Priest, 
69, was a manager for the super¬ 
market chain between 1974 and 
1985 at various shops in the West 
Midlands, helping to oversee ex¬ 
pansions at supermarkets in Dud¬ 
ley, Smethwick and Edgbaston. 

He recalled asbestos boards and tiles 
being cut up as part of building work, 
and said he would help to clear up af¬ 
terwards, his family said. 

Weak 

After being diagnosed last January 
with mesothelioma, a terminal cancer 
caused by exposure to asbestos dust, 
Mr Priest only lived for another seven 
months. 

In the last few weeks he was con¬ 
fined to bed, too weak to even eat, 
and when he took his final breath wife 
Jeanette said in the end it was a relief 



Jeanette and David Priest 


to let him go. Robbed of the retirement 
they had planned to spend together, 
55-year-old Mrs Priest has vowed to 
get justice for her husband. 

Mr Priest, originally from Tipton, 
had worked in the food retail industry 


since leaving school. His wife, who also 
worked for the company, said: “He 
was a stickler for doing things prop¬ 
erly and would always make sure that 
areas were cleaned so the dust and de¬ 
bris didn’t accumulate. 

“That was the only place he could 
remember coming into contact with 
asbestos.” 

Mr Priest, who also had seven 
grandchildren and great-grandchil¬ 
dren, moved to Blackpool with Jean¬ 
ette in 1990 and ran The Andora Hotel 
on South Shore, closing it only shortly 
before he fell ill. 

Lawyers at Slater and Gordon, who 
David instructed before his death, are 
appealing for people who may have 
worked with him in places where as¬ 
bestos was present. 

Anyone who believes they can help 
should call 0161 383 3474 or email 
Emma.Newman@slatergordon.co.uk 

A Tesco spokesman said: “We take 
the health and safety of our employees 
extremely seriously but given this is 
an ongoing legal matter, we are una¬ 
ble to provide any further comment at 
this stage.” 


! Sandwell 



"Making a move." 

Pay only £14 for February 


For all-inclusive, gym only and swim only memberships 


www.placesforpeopleleisure.org 


West Bromwich Leisure Centre 

0121 580 6430 



Join online or call us 


Whatever place you're into 


Download our new App 



Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • insurance work - NO problem 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



Over 25 years experience - COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 


01384 456490 or 07976 227034 



Don’t ignore the 
warning signs. 


If you’ve been suffering from tummy troubles such as 

diarrhoea, bloating, discomfort or anything else that 
just doesn’t feel right for three weeks or more, 

it could be a sign of cancer. 

It’s probably nothing serious, but finding 
cancer early makes it more treatable, 

so tell your doctor. 



Search 'Be Clear on Cancer' 
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£5m sought for 
revamp of park 
and memorials 

SANDWELL Council is applying for almost £5 million to 
build a new pavilion and restore memorials in a borough 
park. 

The authority is seeking the cash from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund to revamp West Smethwick Park. 

If the money is secured, major renovations including 
work to improve the park’s entrance, create a new band¬ 
stand, and restore paths and a drinking fountain could 
all commence this August, with completion planned for 
February 2021. 

A key part of the 
plans is the construc¬ 
tion of a new two-sto- 
rey pavilion, with a 
180 degree view of the 
park upstairs, as well as 
changing rooms, toilets, 
and a community space. 

At a meeting of the 
council’s cabinet, a re¬ 
port was presented call¬ 
ing for support on the 
second round applica¬ 
tion for £4.493 million from the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
and the approval of £550,000 from the council’s centrally 
earmarked balances to move the project forward. 

Leader of Sandwell Council, Steve Eling, said: “There 
is a lot on the news at the moment about parks going 
down the tube. But we are working to improve our 
parks, and we have a number of Green Flag awarded 
parks in Sandwell. 

“We want this park to be one of them. At the moment 
the memorials are looking a bit weathered, as they have 
been there for a long time.” 

Asked about the addition of the skate park, Councillor 
Eling added: “A park should be for everyone, from the 
young generation right up to the old age pensioner.” 

The cash will be added to £100,000 from the revenue 
resources of the council’s parks and countryside ser¬ 
vices, and £29,000 from volunteer contributions. 

As part of the refurbishments, the memorial to two 
airmen whose plane crashed in the park in 1944 will also 
be restored, as will the memorial to Sir James Chance, 
whose family ran glassworks Chance Brothers & Co in 
Smethwick, and who donated the park to the people of 
the town in 1875. 

A skate park, upgrades to sports pitches, and electric 
and water points for outdoor events are also planned. 



FOCUS ON SMETHWICK AND BEARWOOD 


House's restoration in 
line for leading award 


SYMPATHETIC restoration work to a Grade II 
listed Bearwood house has been shortlisted 
for a building excellence award. 

The Lightwoods House restoration scheme has been sub¬ 
mitted to the West Midlands Building Excellence Awards. 
It is one of only two shortlisted in the public buildings 
category, the other one being Oak Park Leisure Centre in 
Walsall Wood. 


The Lightwoods house 
and park is undergoing a 
transformation under the 
£5.2m Lightwoods Park and 
House restoration project, 
with £3.6m secured from 
Heritage Lottery Fund and 
the Big Lottery Fund. Since 
it was built within the 16- 
acre Lightwoods Park in 
1791, it’s had many uses. 

But after the last occu¬ 
pants, stained glass artists 
John Hardman & Co Ltd, 
moved out eight years ago, 
it fell into a bad state of 
repair. In February 2015, 
a long-awaited project to 
bring the property back into 
use for the community got 
under way by the council 
with the help of the Friends 
of Lightwoods House and 
Park. 

Three more projects nom¬ 
inated by Sandwell’s Build¬ 
ing Consultancy team have 
been shortlisted including 
a new self-build at 117 
Corngreaves Road, Cradley 
Heath, an Eastern Gateway 
Phase 3, in West Bromwich 


By Lucy Thompson 

and a 13-house development 
in Holly Lane, Smethwick 
by Devan Homes. 

Council leader Steve 
Eling said it was great news 
that the house and park 
were recognised. He said: 
“A great deal of sympa¬ 
thetic restoration work has 
been undertaken in both the 
house and the park and it’s 
great that this has been rec¬ 
ognised by the shortlisting.” 

Nominations are made 
by building control teams 
from councils across the 
West Midlands metropoli¬ 
tan region. In the future, it 
is hoped the site can secure 
a Green Flag and a Green 
Heritage Award. 

Leisure chief Council¬ 
lor Richard Marshall, said: 
“Lightwoods House and 
Park restoration is nearing 
completion and receiving 
recognition for the conser¬ 
vation and restoration work 
is very rewarding.” 



Councillor Richard Marshall in front of Lightwoods House, Lightwoods Park, Smethwick 


Nice night 
for comedy 
at library 

COMEDIAN Barbara Nice 
will bring her comedy show 
to the Central Library in 
West Bromwich in March. 

Barbara, who was re¬ 
cently awarded a BEM 
in the latest honours list, 
was a regular on Phoe¬ 
nix Nights and regularly 
booked at venues across 
the UK. 

She will be supported by 
the newly-crowned UK Pun 
Champion Luvdev Bar- 
paiga from Smethwick and 
takes over from West Bro¬ 
mwich’s Masai Graham. 

The show starts at 
7.30pm on Wednesday, 
March 22, and tickets are 
£3 and can be purchased 
from the library. 

For more details contact 
the library on 0121 569 
4904. 

Warning on 
lottery con 

RESIDENTS in Bearwood 
and Smethwick are being 
warned of a scam where 
people are asked to cash in 
fake lottery tickets. 

Police say they have 
been made aware of crim¬ 
inals are approaching peo¬ 
ple stating that they have 
a winning lottery ticket, 
but they cannot cash it in 
as they are here in the UK 
illegally, they then ask for 
help to cash it in. 

They ask the victim for 
large amounts of money so 
that they can cash the lot¬ 
tery ticket in, claiming the 
victim will receive the rest 
of the money. Anyone with 
information is urged to call 
police on 101 or call anon¬ 
ymously to Crimestopppers 
on 0800 555 111. 



-Bearwood Veterinary CLinic 


Book your appointment now: 

®0121 429 1400 
bearwoodvets.co.uk 
1-2 Lightwoods Road, Bearwood, 
Birmingham, B67 5AY 


my family' 


Bring these vouchers and save! 



Offers exclusively available at Bearwood Vets until end of March 2017 


Shire Oak Solicitors 

We offer a complete package of understanding, knowledge and expertise in a friendly and approachable manner. 
At Shire Oak Solicitors, we offer value for money along with a professional service guaranteed. 


Why Choose Us? 

> Family Run Business 

> Headed by an 
Accredited Law 
Society Family 
Panel Member 

> FIRST 
INTERVIEW 
FREE 



Areas Of Law. 

Family Law 

• Divorce 

• Children’s Matters 

• Domestic Violence 

• Injunctions 

• Financial Settlements 

> Personal Injury - No Win No Fee. 

> Wills and Probate. 

> Power Of Attorney/ 

Lasting Power of Attorney. 

> Advice for Litigants in Person. 


Shire Oak Solicitors - 6/7 Three Shires Oak Road, Bearwood, B67 5BA 

0121 238 0735 > info@shireoaksolicitors.co.uk > www.shireoaksolicitors.co.uk 





Fresh, Good Quality Products Come to 






'se lecti on of Asian Vegetables 

COMPETIXIVEiPRICES! COME & HAVE A LOOK! 


■ VJilj, P0«» es 

C *“>K * 



Ml ]k Z(tr 

Elephant Me4 |MI ' v ' 

£1-0*4 


Carrots XOkg 

£. 6,-00 ^ 

White Potatoes 10kg F" 

£3-OO . value Potatoes X5kg 

£3*4 


Onions Zska 


OPEN T DAYS: 

MON-SAT 8am-7pm SUN 9am-7pm OPEN 
AS USUAL BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 
DELIVERY SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE 
(FREE WITHIN A 5 MILE RADIUS) 



Empire House, 11 New Street. 
Smethwick, Warley B66 2AJ 

0121 558 5089 G 



GNG NURSERY 

Voted Sandwell’s Day Nursery of the Year 2016! 



SPACES AVAILABLE FOR 

3 MONTH - 2 YEAR OLD'S 


For more information please call 0121565 8879 or 
visit www.gngnursery.com | l 



iiJV 


Specialists in Authentic 
Vegetarian & Non Vegetarian 


1 kilo Vegetable Pakora £5 
Sheesh Kebab 50p 
100 Samosas for £20 
Curries from £3 

Vegetable Samosa 25p 
Meat Samosa 50p 
Spring roll 30p 

CATERING SERVICES 
for all functions large or small 

Open times 9am - 8pm Monday-Sunday 

287 Bearwood Road, Smethwick B66 4DR 

0121 429 9998 

info@chandigarhcatering.com 

www.chandigarhcatering.com 

B E wi ./« 





















































On the road to recovery 
after 27 heart attacks 



Replace your Kitchen Unit Doors and 
Save £££’s with the Midlands No.1 



Ray Woodhall, aged 54, is now recovering after suffering 27 heart attacks 


RAY Woodhall has been 
called a walking miracle after 
he suffered 27 heart attacks 
in 24 hours - and survived. 

The 54-year-old, from Wednes- 
bury, was brought back from the 
dead after he collapsed while play¬ 
ing walking football in Kidder¬ 
minster. 

At one stage his family were called 
to his bedside and told he might not 
make it but the father-of-three pulled 
through and is now recovering. 

Ray had wanted to drive home after 
collapsing but was instead taken to 
Worcestershire Royal Hospital by am¬ 
bulance. 

He said: “The doctors there told 
me they’ve never heard of anyone 
‘dying’ so many times. I owe them 
everything.” 

Pain 

He suffered his first cardiac arrest 
whilst going in for a tackle playing for 
Dudley-based Hartshill Strollers in a 
‘walking football’ tournament for the 
over-50s. 

“I felt a slight chest pain but just 
thought I was dehydrated and carried 
on playing but the next minute, I was 
on the ground.” 

Paramedics were called on the in¬ 
sistence of a male nurse who had been 
watching the match and was con¬ 
cerned about Ray’s condition. 

Ray said: “If it hadn’t been for him 
I’d have tried to drive and probably 
wouldn’t be here now. He kept saying 
I needed to be looked at.” 

At the hospital he had two more 
heart attacks before being taken to 
theatre where medics inserted two 
stents into an artery to stabilise him. 

Ray said: “I kept falling asleep and 
waking again and apologising for 
dropping off. The consultant said I’d 
not been sleeping - I’d had another 
heart attack.” Later that evening Ray 


suffered a series of further arrests and 
his family - partner Jo Stokes, 50, sis¬ 
ter Jayne, 49, and brother Robert, 51 - 
were called to his bedside and warned 
he might not survive. They were joined 
by his children Martin, 33, Gary, 30, 
and Samantha, 22. 

Ray was brought back to theatre 
for a coronary angioplasty just before 
midnight but his family was warned he 
may be left with brain damage due to a 
lack of oxygen. 

Further heart attacks followed - 
with the 27th and final one at 1pm the 


next day, almost exactly 24 hours after 
his first. 

Ray, whose ordeal happened on 
December 17, is now back at home in 
Bagnall Wharf and making a steady 
recovery. His heart, which had fallen 
to 25 per cent capacity, is now up to 
55 per cent functioning and improving 
every day. 

He has returned to his desk job at 
drinks company A. G. Barr in Wednes- 
bury where he is a team leader and is 
hoping soon to get the thumbs-up to 
play football again. 



Made to Size Doors New Worktops New Handles New Look! 



DON’T throw out 
costly cabinets 
when you can 
re-use them! 


We Can 
Replace 
the 

Doors 


Doors 
t>j More ^ 



idoorsanc 


/ 5 or more Doors 
qualify. Full details 
available online. 


pening Times 

Monday to Friday 
10am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 10 - 4pm 
Closed Sunday 


Showrooms: Visit your 
local showroom or 
request a FREE 
home Cab Checldf 

01384 293654 kT 


We Welcome 


TOURS BY SPECIAL TRAIN WITH STATESMAN RAIL 





ENGLISH RIVIERA STATESMAN 

SATURDAY 13 MAY 

Departing: 

WOLVERHAMPTON, SANDWELL & DUDLEY, 
BIRMINGHAM (NEW STREET) 


Enjoy a spring day out to remember on board The Statesman’ 
luxury train direct from your local station as we travel 
around the beautiful Devon coast with time available for an 
afternoon sightseeing break in either Torquay or Paignton. 
Passing alongside the stunning Exe Estuary with its pretty 
fishing boats our train takes the exciting sea wall line at 
Dawlish with the sea keeping company all the way. 

TORQUAY - One of Britain’s top tourist resorts with 
sparkling white Villas perched on verdant hilltops overlooking 
pure sandy beaches and an azure sea it matches anything 
you’ll find on the French Riviera. 

PAIGNTON - With gorgeous long sandy beaches, a 
traditional pier and seafront alive with holiday fun, visit 
the award winning Zoo or take a steam train ride (payable 
locally) along one of the most idyllic stretches of coastline 
in the country beside the beautiful River Dart. 


There are four classes of travel available but early booking 
is recommended as seats are selling fast. 

Pullman Dining Class - Prices from £265: Including full 
English breakfast, morning coffee & pastries and four 
course Dinner with champagne, canapes and wine. 

Premier Dining Class - Prices from £240: Including full 
English breakfast & four course dinner. 

First Class - Prices from £140: Including complimentary 
tea/coffee & biscuits. 

Standard Class - Prices from £90: A Buffet Car is available 
for the sale of light refreshments. 


Call Statesman Rail reservations on 
0345 3 10 2458 or 2489, or book online 
www.statesmanrail.com 




&i 


FORA BROCHURE OR TO BOOK 0345 310 2458/2489 WWW.STATESMANRAIL.COM 
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Age UK Sandwell 
Handyman & Gardening 

Do you need help around the home 
fixing the little things? 

Maybe your garden needs some TLC? 



Age UK Sandwell offers a reliable and trustworthy service both in and around 
your home. Our Handymen can call at a time to suit you and make small repairs, 
put together flat pack furniture, fit security locks and other general maintenance 
tasks. Our gardeners can trim hedges, tidy borders and mow lawns. Services 
charged at £18.50 per hour. 

For more information, please call Christine 
Age UK Sandwell, 15-17 Bull Street, West Bromwich 
0121 500 1860 

www.ageuksandwell.org.uk 

info@ageuksandwell.org.uk 





PLEASE DONATE FURNITURE. 
RRIC-A-RRAC & CLOTHES 



Your donations will be used to support bereaved military 
families with hands on practical support projects 
throughout the UK 

Free collection 

Charity number: 1157531 


Please phone 0121525 0973 

Unit 134/36 Carters Green, 

West Bromwich, B70 9LW 



Oak Wood 01597 
LODGES 811422 


www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 


Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 
sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic views with 
red kites soaring overhead. Stunning location and 
excellent touring centre. 

Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round availability. 
Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


/TTfeGAS SERVICE 
& REPAIR 


BOILER REPAIR SPECIALIST 

• Landlord/Home-owner Gas Safety Checks • 
BOILER SERVICING AT £45.00 Iff Cm VAT 


For more info call Roger on: 07974 653 770 / 01384 413446 
or visit website: www.blackcountryboilerrepairs.co.uk 

FERROLI VAILLANT / 

WORCESTER MAIN / 

IDEAL POTTERTON /Safe 


BAXI 


BIAS I 
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carpet and banish the blues 



Use a woo- based carpet such as Malabar Two Fold to keep out the cold 


BANISH those winter blues and step 
into spring with a new carpet. That’s 
the advice from Cormar Carpets, one 
of the UK’s leading manufacturers. 

They recommend we turn our back 
on winter by simply swapping tired, old 
carpets with one in a fresh-feeling hue 
or texture. 

“At this time of year, many 
homeowners want to give their home a 
makeover either to create a new look or 
add extra interest if their home is going 
on the market,” says David Cormack, 
marketing director at Cormar Carpets. 

“As we head into warmer climes and 
lighter evenings, now’s the time to add 
nuances of spring to interiors.” 

Openness 

According to David, you can breathe 
fresh life into a room by creating a 
feeling of openness with transparent 
surfaces and mirrors to bounce light 
around your home; inject florals into 
furnishings and show off flowers and 
foliage for a hint of British springtime; 
and complement it all with soft white or 
cream paintwork. 

For that all-important final finish, 
choose a warm neutral carpet to 
complete the transformation. 

Experimenting with a textured carpet 
adds dimension to the room and using 
a wool-based carpet, such as Cormar’s 
Malabar Two Fold collection will help 
keep early spring frosts at bay from the 
home. 

Says David: “Not only is wool ultra- 


hardwearing but it is a great insulator. 

It has also been used for centuries 
and is well known for its performance 
capabilities. 

“It is naturally flame retardant and 
has an inbuilt resistance to soiling and 
staining which keeps the carpet looking 
new and fresh for longer.” 

Once your new carpet is in place, 
follow Cormar’s golden rules to keep it 


in tip-top shape:Avoid particles of loose 
dirt and dust from working their way 
into the carpet pile where they will act 
abrasively on the fibres and discolour 
the carpet, by vacuuming a new carpet 
regularly - you should do this at least 
two or three times a week. 

A large, strong doormat will help to 
reduce dirt from outside being spread 
around the house. 



Roll Ends Reduced To Clear! 


• Free Quotes 

• Free Local Delivery 

• Free Measuring 

• Fitting Service Available 


129 Coombs Road, Halesowen 
Call: 0121 561 4607 



33 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury Town Centre B69 4DY 

0121 544 4449 

www.capricorninteriors.co.uk 

Open Mon-Sat 10am-5.30pm 
Sunday 11am-3pm 

Small Deposit Secures Price 



HERITAGE 41 1 rrw 
BUILDERS 
MERCHANTS LTD 


Tel: 01384 412745 

Lower High Street, Cradley Heath, 
West Midlands. B64 5AJ 


Concrete Blocks 90p 

Red Engineer Bricks 33p 

Blue Engineer Coping Bricks 95p 


GOLDEN 
GRAVEL 
BULK BAG £65 


BLUE/PLUMB SLATE TIMBER 


7x2 £2.40 mtr 6x2 £2.00 mtr 
4x2 £1.65 mtr 3x2 £1.35 mtr 


AGGREGATES „„„„„ 

Bulk bag building sand fe JJ(CE panels WIHjSl 
Bulk bag sharp sand FEN “JSJr* ^pA]j|r 
Bulk bag ballast ™ A . D - E ™ 

Bulk bag Hardcore measure 6X6 

ALL BAGS JUST £32.50 EACH £19 

www.heritagebuildersmerchants.co.uk 


Stockists of fencing, gravel boards, decking, sand, 
hardcore, cement, blocks, timber, plasterboard, golden 
gravel chippings, topsoil, blue/plum slate, shingle... 



, , We Buy & Sell 

f 0 Reclaimed Building Materials 


Brides, Roofing Tiles, Timber, Doors, Stained 
Glass Fireplaces & Accessories 


131 Station Road, Old Hill B64 6PL 

0121 448 1643 or 07974 617780 
.email: oldfields2@yahoo.co, 




01384 847112 • 07404 474246 

E-mail: longlastdrives@outlook.com 
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will prevent sky-high costs 



Roofs should ideally be inspected twice a year - or more inside and out 


IT’S easy to overlook your home’s 
roof, but it’s important to keep it in 
good condition, especially at this 
time of year. 

Roofs should ideally be inspected 
twice a year (or more), both from the 
outside (with binoculars) and inside 
the loft. 

If you can see daylight in the loft, 
there may be something missing on the 
outside. Roof tiles or slates that have 
broken, slipped or been blown off are 
a common occurrence. If they’re not 
replaced, rainwater will get into the loft 
and cause damage there, and then in 
the rooms below. 

Problems 

Other parts of the roof can cause 
leaks and damp, too, including the 
flashing, guttering and chimneys. You 
may be able to spot these problems 
yourself, but will usually need a roofer 
to put them right. 

If the roof has to be retiled, do you 
replace the tiles like for like or go for 
something different, provided there 
are no planning restrictions? “Although 
handmade tiles look great, they can 
make the job more time consuming - 
you may need an experienced roofing 
team to manage the materials,” says 
Simon Braithwaite, category manager 
at builders merchant Travis Perkins. 

“Handmade tiles are also expensive. 
Expect to pay around £1,000 per 
1,000 tiles - the average detached 
house requires 8,000 tiles. Another 


consideration is the area - if you live 
in a rustic village, handmade tiles may 
be much more in keeping with your 
surroundings.” 

“Handcrafted tiles, which are tiles 
that have been dealt with by hand 
during part of the production process, 
usually cost much less than handmade 
ones,” says Braithwaite. “If you have a 
smaller budget, machine-made clay or 


concrete tiles are the most affordable 
options. Concrete tiles can degrade in 
appearance and structure over time, 
whereas clay lasts much longer and 
is more aesthetically pleasing.” He 
continues: “Another consideration is 
the roof pitch - you can’t use certain 
types of tile on certain roof pitches 
because they don’t look good and 
could cause structural problems.” 


evergreenhydroponics 


“You don’t need 
green fingers to get 
the perfect crop... 

OPEN 7 DAYS 


PER WEEK: 

SAT - SUN 
10-2 ONLY 



_ 
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DIAMOND FENCING 


All types of garden 
fencing 

Supplied and fitted 
Ring now for 
Free Quotation 


0121 5024513/07881 623523 


Over 30 years' Experience 



GARDmSPRCB 





HUGE DISCOUNTS 
ON ALL TREE WORK 

*r4 



• Fascias ■ 

• Soffits 

• uPVC * Cladding 

Guttering • Pointing 

Checkatrade Approved 
www.dcrvies-dcrvies-roofline.co.uk 


Rubber Quality Materials Used 

Roofing - - 


free 

Estimates 


07980896715 012155795 




✓ Slating 

✓ Tiling 

✓ Flat Roofs 

✓ Guttering 

✓ Soffits 

✓ Fascias 

✓ New Roofs 



• uPVC Back & Front Doors Fully 
Fitted from £460 

• Windows from £180 

• Conservatories from £4495 

• French Doors from £700 

• Patio Doors from £750 

• Extentions & Garage Conversions 


Composite Doors 

Fully Fitted from £700 


FZfrnTm iji i-fiJh 


77 Over End Street, 

West Bromwich B70 6EY 
Tel: 0800 080 7076 0121 532 0784 & f 

www.westmidlandsglazing.com • Friendly, personal touch and jobs completed to high standards 


West 


Midlands 


DOU 


GLAZING 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 

★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
★ Plumbing / emergencies 

★ Building work 

All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 5565294 Mobile: 07817 727261 




GRINSELL’S SKIP HIRE LTD 


- \ 

Established ^ rfdners • \ 

• AH s ' zes . BulK Transport • 

•***.l£S&*\ 

. Re %cled prodoets 


Tel: 0121 5556060 
Fax: 0121 555 7332 

Email: grinsellskiphire@btcoimect.com 
Web: ww.grinsellskiphire.co.uk 



PRINGHILL, HOCKLEY 
BUILDING AND 
FENCING SUPPLIES 


Concrete Products 
Massive Stock Fencing & Timber 
Sheds/Gates made to order 
Collection & Delivery Available 
Trade & Public welcome 
Open 7 [ 


Email najranfencing@gmail.com 
Website www.najranbuildingandfencing.co.uk 
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DimDi 


Rear olB4 High Street j p/est Bromwich | West Midlands, B70 GJT 

Phone : 0121-553-0666 
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AUTO 

SOLUTIONS 

MOT & SERVICE CENTRE 


Full Service from £99 


m MOTS 
ft SERVICING 
□ DIAGNOSTICS 


U Brakes 
Exhausts 

O Tyres (new and part worn) 


Tel: 0121 439 9097 Mob: 07742 192189 
autosolutionsuk@gmail.com 



• Tinting 

• Wrapping 

• Detailing 

• Paint Correction 

• Siramik Coatings 


p 3 ; S3 r~i a sol tSS ^ 

Unit 28 Queens Court Trading Estate, Greets Green Road, West Bromwich B70 9EG 
CALL: 0121 557 1007/07532194105 



NEVER BEATEN ON QUALITY 


UNBEATABLE PRICES ON TYRES 

0121 439 1980 
07845 880 520 


NEW & PART 
, WORN TYRES 

' ALL SIZES IN STOCK 

2 WHITEHALL ROAD GREAT BRIDGE TIPTON DY4 7EX 


AUTOWISE 


NOW OPEN 


New,Audi,VW, ■ ■IT 
Seat and • *=■ 

A 

Skoda parts - ^ — 


avaiiame 



■ 

0121439 7264 „ 

343 High Street, West Bromwich B70 9QG For £ 

124-2-17 
i Discount 



For just £75.00 for the year! 

Cover Includes:- 

• Roadside Assistance • Recovery 

• Home Start • - European Cover 


Pennington Insurance Brokers Ltd. 

Tel: 0121 557 6728 | Email: Penningtonl@btconnect.com 


NEW TYRES: 

• New Valve 
• Balance 

• Disposal of old tyre^" 

FREE 
CALL NOW 

TAT BANK ROAD, 

WARLEY, WEST MIDLANDS B69 4NU 

TEL: 0121 544 6878 
MOBILE: 07961 169 504 


• Servicing 

• MOT’s 

• Diagnostics 

• Steering 

• Suspension 

• Exhaust 

• Car Spares & 
Accessories 


71 High Street, Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JF 
Telephone: 0121 557 2370 or 07782 484950 

Contact@princesendgarage.co.uk I www.princesendgarage.co.uk 


EUH0PABT8 LTD. 

SERVICE • PARTS • REPAIRS 


§Q=0U@ QJ@A(L 


Specialist in all makes _ 

and models of genuine 
independent BMW parts 

See our website for: 

• Catalogue 

• Workshop 

• BMWs wanted 

or Call 0121 544 9444 for more information 
Stone Street, Oldbury B69 4JL 
www.midlandbm.com 



OUR SERVICES: 

• ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 

• ACCIDENT AT WORK 

• CRIMINAL INJURY 

• LOST EARNINGS 

• HIRE CARS/TAXIS/SAME DAY RECOVER 


PLEASE CALL 

to talk to our friendly experienced staff 

T: 01214294503 M: 07527 787050 


Commercial Fitting Service Ltd 
Getting You Back On The Road 

Heavy and Light Commercial Vehicle Specialists 
ALL work undertaken on ALL makes and models 


✓ MOT Preparation 

✓ Inspections 

✓ Servicing 

✓ Brakes 


✓ Clutches 

✓ Steering 

✓ Suspension 

✓ Electrical Faults 


Maintenance Contracts Welcome 



Telephone Today 

0121 556 9808 


Commercial Fitting Services Ltd 
23 Bagnall Street, Ocker Hill, Tipton, 
West Midlands DY4 OEF 


'LL JLtl. bbbZDU 

■B45B7752 — 

TO (UtB UMiULOMBl HOT WUMKH2 3J 


1st Warley Motor Salvage 




New & Used Car Parts 
Cars Bought For Cash 

All Mechanical Repairs • 24 Hr Recovery Service 
327 Titford Road, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4QN 

Tel: 0121 552 1878 


AUTOS' 

bodywork - repray - mechanics 
Rogers Autos have built a fantastic 
reputation for providing high quality work on: 

• MOTs •Repairs • Bodywork/Resprays 

• Mechanics 


Unit 3 Black Lake Industrial Estate, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 500 51551 Email: rogershields_04@hotmail.com 
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ENTERTAINMENT EVERY FRIDAY 
AND SATURDAY NIGHT 


FREE Function Room Available Childrens Play Area Outside Seating Area 
ANY FUNCTION CATERED FOR • BIRTHDAYS • CHRISTENINGS • WEDDINGS etc 


SATURDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 
REGGAE NIGHT 


THE HARRIER 

FINEST INDIAN CUISINE & BBQ 


i, 2017 
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February 24 - March 2 


D ©iVjEv®©ir E 


PUB & CARVE RY 

k HILL TOP • WEST BROMWICH • B70 OSD j 

Mm 


7 DAY 
CARVERY 

£3.89 Monday - Saturday 
• £5.99 Sunday 


FUNCTION 


WEDDING 

Receptions, 

Birthday 

Parties, 

Anniversaries 

and 

Funerals 



VLVl tiSO 

Halesowen s Premier 
Wedding Venue 


Events 

Functions 

Rooms 

Catering 


Birmingham Street Halesowen 

0121 602 0202 

www.benjaminsbanquet.co.uk 


— lan\p flcstauraqt If Bar 

Fully licensed Bangladeshi & Indian Cuisine 


EXPERIENCE ^] 
OUR BUZZING issi 
ATMOSPHERE, US 
COME AND TRY I"©] 
SOMETHING NEW!! ™ 

^OCFK cKCFW 


? pe u Hi 9 ^ e *’u„ Tel: 0121 505 3080 / 505 4250 
Wednesbury WS107HQ Book your takeaway online! 
Sr*i www.lamp-restaurant.co.uk 


Elbow 



Wednesday & Thursday, 7pm 
02 Academy, Birmingham 
Sold out, Ramsbottom’s finest bring 
melancholy magnificence fronted by 
Guy Garvey (above) while album Little 
Fictions flies high in the chart. 

See academymusicgroup.com/o2a 
cademybirmingham 


Andy 

Zaltzman 



Tonight, 7pm 

Slade Rooms, Wolverhampton 
Specialising in politics and sport, the 
master satirist known for top comedy 
podcast The Bugle and working with 
Last Week Tonight’s John Oliver talks 
up his Plan Z for mankind. 

See www.wolvescivic.co.uk 


Pet 

Shop Boys 



Tonight, 7.30pm 
Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham 
Expect the hits plus songs from 
aptly-entitled comeback album Super 
as Chris Lowe and Neil Tennant mark 
more than 30 years of electro-pop 
perfection. 

See www.barclaycardarena.co.uk 


Varekai 



Wednesday until March 5, 
Genting Arena, Birmingham 
Quebec’s globe-trotting Cirque du 
Soleil bring their magical signature 
production to the NEC venue for five 
days as part of its first UK arena tour. 
See www.gentingarena.co.uk or 
www.cirquedusoleil.com 


ROCK & 

METAL 

Rocket 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

The Jam House, 

Birmingham, B3 1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

The Scopyons (Scorpions 
Tribute) + Psycho Kiss 

Tonight, £7 - £8 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 

Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

The Blockheads - 
40th Anniversary Tour 

Tonight, £18-£20 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

GLAM 45 - Seventies Glam 
Rock plus SWEET 45! 

Tomorrow, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Quest Fest 

Sun, £5-£10 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Metal To The Masses 
Birmingham - ROUND 1 
- HEAT 1 

Wed, £3 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Stevie Nimmo Trio 

Wed, £12.50-£14.50 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Wednesday 13 

Wed, 

The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1HP 
Call 01902 552122 

The ELO Experience 

Thu, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

CLUBBING 

Seedy Sonics 
presents Gone West 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

The Rainbow Venues, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B9 4AG. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

Break Stuff - A Night of 
Nu-Metal Nostalgia 

Tomorrow, £4 

The Sugarmill, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 1 DR. Call 01782 214991 

CLASSICAL 

St. David’s Day Concert 

Tomorrow, £19 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. Call 01743 281281 


Organ Proms 2017 

Tomorrow, 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST 1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Young Musicians Showcase 

Sun, 

Bromsgrove Concerts, B61 8LG. 
Call 01527 836147 

FOLK. COUNTRY 

& ACOUSTIC 

Barbara Dickson 

Tonight, 

Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

One Night In Nashville 

Sun, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

The Acoustic Sessions 

Tue, 

The Jam House, 

Birmingham, B3 1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Hannah Johnson 
& The Broken Hearts 

Wed, £14.95 
The Jam House, 

Birmingham, B3 1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

JAZZ. SOUL. BLUES- 

REGGAE & MOTOWN 

The Glenn Miller Orchestra 

Sun, 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST 1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Jazz Tuesdays 

Tue, 

Spotted Dog, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 0NH. 

Call 0121 772 3822 

POP 

Mike and the Mechanics 

Tomorrow, 

Symphony Hall Birmingham, The 

International Convention Centre, 

B1 2EA. 

and 

Mon, 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST 1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 

THEATRE 

Knoxville Highway 

Tonight, £6 

Forest Arts Centre, Walsall, 

WS3 1AG. 

Call 01922654555 

A Judgement In Stone 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, 

B5 4DS. 


Cinderella 

Tonight - tomorrow, £16 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

Romeo and Juliet 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

Hall Green Little Theatre, 
Birmingham, B27 7RY. 

Call 0121 707 1874 

Anton & Erin - Strictly 

Tonight, 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST 1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Circus of Horrors 

Tonight, 

Oakengates Theatre, Telford, 

TF2 6EP 

Call 01952 382382 

Thriller Live 

Tonight - tomorrow, 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 429212 

Cirque Berserk! 

Tonight - Sun 
Birmingham REP Theatre, 

Library of Birmingham, B1 2ER 
Call 0121 236 4455 

The Royal Ballet: 

The Sleeping Beauty 

Tue, £12.50-£18 
Light House, The Chubb 
Buildings, Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1HT. 

Call 01902 716 055 
and 

Tue, £14.50 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

017 Dance Show: 

Around the World 

Tue - Thu, 

Regent Theatre, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 1AR 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Vampires Rock: The Ghost Train 

Wed, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

An Evening of Dirty Dancing - 
The Ultimate Tribute Show 

Thu, 

Brierley Hill Civic Hall, DY5 3DH. 
Call 01384 812730 

COMEDY 

Standup comedy - Mickey 
Sharma, Micky Bartlett, 

Mark Nelson 

Tonight - tomorrow, £15 
Jongleurs Comedy Club, Bir¬ 
mingham, B15 IDA. 

Call 08700 111 960 

Sean Lock - Keep It Light 

Tue, £25 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 


Round The Horne 

Wed, 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Henning Wehn 

Thu, £14.50 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8 FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

MISC. 

EVENTS 

An Evening with 
Harry Redknapp 

Tue, 

The Chameleon Restaurant & 
Bar, Birmingham, B1 1BD. 

Call 0121 643 2233 

ARTS & 

CULTURE 

Photographic Prize 2017 

Today - Thu, 

RBSA Gallery, Birmingham, 

B3 ISA. 

Call 0121 236 4353 

David Cox and 
his Contemporaries 

Today - Thu, 

Worcester City Art Gallery, 

WR1 IDT. 

Call 01905 25371 

Somewhere Never Travelled - 
Annette Pugh Solo Exhibition 

Today - Thu, 

Reuben Colley Fine Art, 
Birmingham, B3 2BB. 

Call 0121 236 0920 

The Last One Standing: 

The Tale of Bersham Colliery 

Today - Thu, 

Wrexham Museums, LL14 4HT. 
Call 01978 292000 

Touched by Greatness: The 
Story of Welsh International 
Football 

Today - Thu, 

Wrexham Museums, LL14 4HT. 
Call 01978 292000 

Into the Woods 

Today - Thu, 

RBSA Gallery, Birmingham, 

B3 ISA. 

Call 0121 236 4353 

Enquiring Minds 

Today - Thu, 

Worcester City Art Gallery, 

WR1 IDT. Call 01905 25371 

Spotlight Tour 

Today, Sun, Free 

Ikon Gallery, Brindleyplace, 

Birmingham, B1 2HS. 

Call 1 0121 248 0708 

Fantastic Beasts 

Today, 

Shropshire Hills Discovery 
Centre, Craven Arms, SY7 9RS. 
Call 01588 676060 


Animal Mania 

Today, £1 - £4 
Blakesley Hall Museum, 
Birmingham, B25 8RN. 

Call 0121 464 2193 

Stitch Social 

Today, 

Creative Coffee Hub, 
Birmingham, B29 6HJ. 

Call 01215 727300 

Uncovering Mysteries 

Today, 

The Commandery, 

Sidbury, Worcester, WR1 2HU. 
Call 01905 361821 

Buried Treasures 

Sun, 

The Barber Institute of Fine Arts, 
University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, B15 2TS. 

Call 0121 414 7333 

Whyley Dance 

Tue, 

Areley Kings Village Hall, 

Areley Common, 
Stourport-on-Severn, DY13 0NB. 
Call 07939 318973. 

Solihull Photographic 
Society - competition 

Tue, 

Solihull Women’s Institute, 

B91 3DQ. Call 07815 165438 

Title TBC 

Wed, 

University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, B15 2TS. 

Call 0121 414 7333 

Beginners Embroidery Course 

Wed, 

Creative Coffee Hub, 
Birmingham, B29 6HJ. 

Call 01215 727300 

Ceramic Crafts 

Today - Sun, £3- £4 

The Ironbridge Gorge Museums, 

Coalbrookdale, TF8 7DQ. 

Call 01952 433 424 

FAMILY 

& KIDS 

mac Explorers: Mini Museums 

Today, 

MAC, Cannon Hill Park, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Fantastic February Fun 

Today, 

Worcestershire County Museum, 
Hartlebury Castle, Kidderminster 
DY11 7XZ. Call 01299 250416 

Fantastic Half-Term Fun 

Today, 

Worcestershire County Museum, 
Hartlebury Castle, Kidderminster 
DY11 7XZ. Call 01299 250416 

John’s Garden Open Day 

Wed, £5 

Ashwood Nurseries, Kinver, 
Kingswinford, DY6 0AE. 

Call 01384 401996 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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Ricky is ready to run 
riot at big arena show 



Straight-talking Ricky Wilson with the rest of the Kaiser Chiefs, ready to make a brilliant noise at Birmingham Barclaycard Arena on Saturday 


DON’T expect anything but hon¬ 
esty from one of rock’n’roll’s most 
successful frontmen of the past 10 
years. 

Kaiser Chiefs’ singer Ricky Wilson is the 
epitome of a straight-talking, no-nonsense 
Yorkshireman. If he were a cricketer, he’d be 
Geoffrey Boycott. 

Take their upcoming tour, calling in at Bir¬ 
mingham’s Barclaycard Arena on Saturday. For 


a band returning after a lay-off following their 
successful 2015 Education, Education, Educa¬ 
tion tour, you’d imagine maybe a few nerves. 

“Well, with the shows, I’ve got this problem 
that I’m too ambitious,” he said. “I’m always on 
to the next thing. To me, they’re not big enough, 
I want them bigger. I want to do a bigger tour 
in the autumn.” 

The gigs come hot on the heels of their 
show-stealing 2016 headline slot at V, when 
they revealed to the other acts on the bill what 


a real festival band is made of. Ricky had a blast. 

“I thought it was brilliant. These days, there’s 
not as many bands who can headline that sort of 
show. We’ve cornered the market.” 

The Leeds band’s latest album, Stay To¬ 
gether, is unashamedly pop. Ricky, who became 
a household name thanks to his role as judge 
and chief charmer on the BBC run of The Voice 
UK, said: “Making an album is just about mak¬ 
ing 45 minutes of brilliant noise - think about 
it - that’s all it is.” 



Soul sister’s 
brand new act 

ALEXANDRA Burke does seem to have cornered the 
market in playing divas in peril. After around two years 
in the role of Rachel Marron in The Bodyguard, she is 
now playing an equally iconic character on stage. 

This time around though, it is a lead role that requires a lighter touch 
in the shape of Deloris Van Cartier, the sassy singer who witnesses a 
gangland murder and is placed out of harm’s way in a convent. Thus 
begins Sister Act, which is on at Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre from 
Monday until Saturday (March 4) as part of a UK tour. 

The revival has been directed and choreographed by Strictly Come 
Dancing’s Craig Revel Horwood and wowed audiences at Birmingham’s 
New Alexandra Theatre last year. 

Alexandra admits she took a little bit of persuasion to bring Deloris 
to life, particularly as it meant stepping into the shoes of Whoopi Gold¬ 
berg, who played Deloris in the movie. She recalled: “I actually wasn’t 
too sure about saying yes although it was a fantastic opportunity. I 
didn’t know if I was made for the role. It was actually the soundtrack 
that made me say yes. The songs are just so beautiful and I thought it 
would be a privilege to sing them.” 

After winning The X Factor in 2008, her debut single Hallelujah was 
a massive hit. Concert tours, hit albums and West End success followed. 

Alexandra is keen to create a new characterisation of Deloris and not 
just copy Whoopi Goldberg. She said: “I always want to put my own spin 
and my own interpretation on anything that I do because that’s my way. 
In fact, I have deliberately not watched the whole movie.” 

Visit www.grandtheatre.co.uk or call the box office on 01902 429212. 


Get rhythm sticks at the 
ready for 40th anniversary 

IT’S time to get your rhythm sticks out, 
The Blockheads are bringing Sex & Drugs 
& Rock & Roll to Bilston’s Robin 2 tomor¬ 
row night (Friday). It’s their 40th anniver¬ 
sary and they want to celebrate. 

Formed in 1977 as the backing band for 
Ian Dury and his songwriting partner Chaz 
Jankel, they first hit the road with their 
iconic singer when debut album New Boots 
and Panties was released on Stiff Records. 

Dury died in 2000 after several hits that 
blended musical hall patter with jazz-funk 
but The Blockheads carried on and are now 
fronted by Ian’s friend and minder Derek 
‘The Draw’ Hussey. Chaz Jankel, Nor¬ 
man Watt-Roy (who is also Wilko John¬ 
son’s bassist), John Turnbull and Mick 
Gallagher remain from the original band. 
Tickets are £18 (advance) and £20 (door), 
see therobin.co.uk or call 01902 401211. 


X marks the spot as TV 
show pop stars roll in 

THE X Factor Live Tour 2017 will roll into 
the West Midlands for a concert tomorrow 
night (Friday) at Birmingham’s Genting 
Arena, at the NEC. 

Viewers favourites from last year’s show, 
which culminated in victory for Matt Terry 
in the live ITV final on December 11, will 
be taking to the stage. 

The line-up will also include runner-up 
Saara Aalto, the notorious Honey G, boy 
band 5 After Midnight, Emily Middlemas, 
girl band Four of Diamonds, Ryan Lawrie 
and Sam Lavery. 

Attended by more than three million 
people so far, The X Factor Live Tour, 
featuring finalists from the popular TV 
singing talent show, has been one of the 
most successful annual arena tours in the 
UK for the last 12 years. See www.gentin 
garena.co.uk for details. 


Marley musical already 
a hit before premiere 

BIRMINGHAM Repertory Theatre’s 
new Bob Marley musical, One Love, is a 
hit even before it opens at the Centenary 
Square theatre next month. 

Popular demand for tickets for the 
world premiere of the show about the life 
of the reggae legend is so great that its 
run has been extended by a week. 

Written and directed by former 
Casualty and Holby City actor Kwame 
Kwei-Armah, One Love: The Bob Marley 
Musical will now run from March 10 to 
April 15. 

Stuart Rogers, executive director at 
Birmingham Rep said: “It seems to have 
captured the public’s attention with au¬ 
diences booking from as far afield as Is¬ 
rael, Oslo, Madrid and Hamburg.” 

To book tickets visit the website bir 
mingham-rep.co.uk or call 0121 236 



Harry Potter and The 
Philosopher's Stone 



• Coach travel with 
reserved seating 

• One night dinner, bed 
& breakfast at our select hotel 

• Free time to enjoy Leeds 

• Visit to historic York 

• Inclusive evening admission to Harry Potter 
and the Philosopher's Stone concert at the 
Leeds First Direct Arena. 


2 DAY SHOWTIME BREAKS 


Sat 4 Mar 

Sunny Afternoon & Historic York. 

.£119 

Fri 17 Mar 

The Magic of Motown & Liverpool. 

.£99 

Sat 1 Apr 

Bay City Rollers - Les McKeown - Live.... 

.£99 

Sat 15 Apr 

Thriller Live & Historic York. 

.£99 

Wed 26 Apr 

Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons. 

.£139 

Sat 6 May 

Dirty Dancing & Historic York. 

.£129 

Sat 13 May 

The Commitments & Historic York. 

.£119 

Sat 13 May 

Ken Dodd & Liverpool Special. 

.£99 

Sat 27 May 

Adam Ant - Live in Concert. 

.£119 

Sat 10 Jun 

Jane McDonald Live & Chester. 

.£119 

Sat 17Jun 

Towerfest Country Music Festival mm . 

.£119 

Sat 24 Jun 

Evita Live & Liverpool Special. 

.£119 

Sat 1 Jul 

Fantastic Mr Fox & Eureka. 

.£99 

Sat 26 Aug 

Sister Act & Liverpool Special. 

.£99 

Sports Breaks 



2 DAY SPORT BREAKS 

Thu 13 Apr Betway Premier League Darts - Live!.£99 

Sat 15 Apr Liverpool & Haydock Races - Easter Special. £99 

Sat 13 May Liverpool & Haydock Races.£99 

Sat 13 May Women's FA Cup Final - Wembley ib&bi.£99 

Sat 20 May Non-League Finals Day - Wembley Stadium ib&bi... £99 

Sat 20 May FA Vase & FA Trophy Finals - Wembley mm.£99 

Sat 20 May British Touring Car Championship - Oulton Park... £119 
Sat 20 May Non-League Finals Day-Wembley Stadium.. £99 

Sat 27 May Liverpool & Chester Races.£99 

Sat 1 Jul Liverpool & Chester Races.£99 

Sat 5 Aug Liverpool & Chester Races.£99 

Sat 5 Aug England v South Africa - Old Trafford.£129 

Sat 12 Aug Liverpool & Haydock Races.£99 

Sat 26 Aug Ebor Stakes - York Racecourse.£119 


Explore Europe Explore the best of Europe . 


• Coach travel with reserved seating 

throughout 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our select 
hotel 

• All rooms with en-suite facilities 

• Admission to Truckfest at the Newbury Show 
Ground 

• Visit to Oxford 


Bavaria 

Inclusive Spectacular 


111 Sun 19 March H 


• Coach travel with reserved seating on your holiday coach 

• Four nights dinner, bed & continental breakfast at the Hotel 
Am Pfahl Viechtach. Overnight stays on the outward and 
return journeys on a bed and continental breakfast basis. 

• Welcome drink on arrival 

• Free bar on four evenings from 6pm-10pm with a choice of 
local beers, house wines and sfot drinks 

• Includes visits to Regensburg and Bavari Forest National Park. 

• Free time in Viechtach. 


4/5/7/14 DAY EUROPEAN BREAKS 

Mon 6 Mar 4 Ostend Special Breakaway.£139 

Mon 6 Mar 5 Ostend Inclusive. £239 

Mon 6 Mar 5 Rhine & Moselle Inclusive.£219 

Mon 6 Mar 5 Ostend Superdeal.,.£209 

Mon 6 Mar 5 Rhine Valley Superdeal..£189 

Fri 10 Mar 4 Ostend Weekend Superdeal.£149 

Fri 10 Mar 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The Kyriad mm .... £279 

Fri 10 Mar 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The B&B Hotel ib&bi.£289 

Fri 10 Mar 4 Ostend Inclusive Weekend.£189 

Mon 13 Mar 5 Amsterdam, Cologne & Valkenburg.£219 

Mon 13 Mar 5 Rhine & Moselle Inclusive.£219 

Mon 13 Mar 5 Rhine Valley Superdeal.£189 

Sun 19 Mar 14Spring Sunshine on the Costa Brava Coast... £599 
Mon 20 Mar 5 Three Countries Inclusive Special...£199 


sensational Special Events. 


2 DAY SPECIAL EVENTS BREAKS 

Sat 1 Apr Victoria at Harewood House.£89 

Mon 3 Apr Flying Scotsman Special.£119 

Sat 15 Apr Emmerdale The Tour..£99 

Sat 22 Apr Skipton Market & Harrogate Flower Show .. £99 

Sat 6 May York & Emmerdale Village Tour. 

Sat 13 May Hobbycrafts, Stitch & Sew - Live!. 

Sat 20 May Emmerdale The Tour. 

Sat 17 Jun Emmerdale The Tour. 

Sat 24 Jun Victoria at Harewood House. 

Tue 11 Jul The Great Yorkshire Show & Historic York 

Sat 15 Jul Emmerdale The Tour. 

Wed 2 Aug Bakewell Country Show & Historic Chester. 

Sat 5 Aug York & Emmerdale Village Tour 
Sat 19 Aug Emmerdale The Tour. 



family funtj for all the family! 


& Kingdom of Ice 


Sat 15 April 

£99 

Sat 17 June 

£99 

Sat 20 May 

£99 

Sat 29 July 

£99 

Sat 26 August 

£99 


ml 


• Coach travel with reserved seating throughout 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our select 
hotel 

• Included admission to the Yorkshire Wildlife Park 

to visit the Polar Bears and numerous other animals 

• Included admission to the stunning 'Deep' where 
visitors can enjoy a unique interactive experience. 


2 DAY FAMILY FUN BREAKS 

Sat 18 Mar Legoland Spectacular mm .£99 

Sat 15 Apr Legoland Spectacular mm .£119 

Sat 29 Apr Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime.... £89 

Sat 3 Jun Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime.... £89 

Sat 24 Jun Legoland Spectacular mm .£119 

Sat 1 Jul Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime.... £89 

Sat 22 Jul Legoland Spectacular mm .£119 

Sat 5 Aug Legoland Spectacular mm .£119 

Sat 12 Aug Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime ... £89 

Sat 26 Aug Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime ... £89 

Thu 31 Aug London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.£129 

Sat 9 Sep London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 16 Sep Polar Bears, Penguins & Kingdom of Ice.£99 

Sat 23 Sep Legoland Spectacular mm .£99 
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CHOICE 



Gary Barlow 


Let It Shine 
(BBC1, 6.45pm) 

The battle of the boy bands is 
almost over as the three 
finalists take to the stage one 
last time, demonstrating their 
singingand dancing skills in the 
hope of winning the starring 
roles in Gary Barlow's new 
musical based on the music of 
Take That. He and his fellow 
panellists, Dannii Minogue, 
Martin Kemp and a special 
guest judge, will be giving their 
feedback, but this week the 
performers have to impress the 
viewers, as they're the ones 
who decide who comes out on 
top. As to who that will be - 
Graham Norton and Mel 
Giedroyc are the ones with the 
answer. Last in the series. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 The Little Paris Kitchen: 
Cooking with Rachel Khoo. (R) 12.00 
Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News. 1.15 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 2.00 Live Six Nations 
Rugby Union. Scotland v Wales (Kick-off 
2.25pm). 4.30 Final Score. 5.10 BBC 
News. 5.20 Regional Programme. 5.30 
Celebrity Mastermind. (R) 

6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Toby Anstis 
and Jenni Falconer, Janice Long 
and Bob Harris, Peter White and 
Steve Punt, and Angie Greaves 
and Steve Penktake part. (R) 

6.45 Let It Shine. The finalists take to 
the stage one last time in the hope 
of winning the starring roles in 
Gary Barlow's new musical. 

Hosted by Graham Norton and Mel 
Giedroyc. Last in the series. 

8.25 Casualty. Steph, the woman 
responsible for Grace's 
hospitalisation, is rushed into the 
ER after attempting suicide in 
prison. The staff face an upward 
struggle in finding out what pills 
she has taken, one which is made 
all the more difficult by the 
patient's refusal to speak - and the 
cold distain of both Connie and 
Jacob. However, when it becomes 
clear Connie visited Steph in 
prison not long before she tried to 
claim her own life, things become 
even more complicated. 
Meanwhile, lain helps Gem to get 
a job in the hospital coffee shop, 
and when Grace's continued 
silence is ruled as being a 
psychological issue, Sam decides 
it may be time to take her home. 

9.15 Taboo. James Delaney confronts 
Sir Stuart Strange with the cold, 
hard truth, and plans his escape. 
However, the Crown has one final, 
deadly move to make. Last in the 
series. 

10.15 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Chelsea v Swansea City 
at Stamford Bridge and Hull City v 
Burnley at the KCOM Stadium. 

11.50This Country. The mockumentary 
continues as Kerry and Kurtan 
await the release of their uncle, 
Steve “Nugget” Nuggins, who they 
believe was wrongfully imprisoned 
for “having a laugh”. 

12.15 Film: Return from the River Kwai. 
(1988) 1.50 Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 1.55 BBC News. 


BBC2 

8.10 Film: In Which We Serve. (1942) 
10.00 Britain’s Secret Seas. (R) 11.00 
Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 12.00 
Two Greedy Italians: Still Hungry. (R) 

I. 00 Film: Waterloo. (1970) Historical 
drama, starring Rod Steiger. 3.10 Natural 
World. (R) 4.00 Mastermind. (R) 4.30 
University Challenge. (R) 5.00 Only 
Connect. (R) 5.30 The House That 
E100K Built. (R) 

6.30 Flog It! Will Axon and Michael 
Baggot value items in Ashbourne, 
Derbyshire, including a pearlware 
cow and an Asprey and Co picnic 
set, while Paul Martin experiences 
harness racing. (R) 

7.30 Grand Tours of the Scottish 
Islands. Paul Murton journeys 
around the coast of the Long 
Island of Harris and Lewis, 
beginning on Scarp, travelling 
north to Great Bernera, then south 
east to Scalpay. 

8.00 Diana: Designing a Princess. 

Brenda Emmanus explores the 
stories behind some of the most 
exquisite dresses owned by Diana, 
Princess of Wales, some of which 
are on display in an exhibition at 
Kensington Palace. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. An invasion alert 
throws Mainwaring’s hopeless 
would-be heroes into a panic, 
leading one half of the platoon to 
launch an attack on the other. (R) 

9.00 Film: My Old Lady. (2014) 

Premiere. A penniless New Yorker 
hopes to turn his fortunes around 
by selling his dead father’s flat in 
Paris, only to find an eccentric 
elderly Englishwoman is living 
there - and under French law, he 
cannot sell until after she dies. As 
he gets to know his unexpected 
tenant, he discovers a side to his 
father that he never know. Comedy 
drama based on director Israel 
Horovitz’s stage play, starring 
Maggie Smith, Kevin Kline and 
Kristin Scott Thomas. 

10.45 Ql XL. Stephen Fry hosts an 

extended version of the quiz with a 
difference, with guests Matt 
Lucas, Lucy Porter and Ross 
Noble joining regular panellist Alan 
Davies. 

II. 30 Film: Albert Nobbs. (2011) A 

woman living in disguise as a man 
in 19th-century Ireland decides to 
find a wife after a meeting with a 
fellow cross-dresser. Drama, with 
Glenn Close and Mia Wasikowska. 

1.15 Film: Youth Without Youth. (2007) 

3.15 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 
6.25 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 
6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 

6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 
7.05 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Teen Titans 
Go! (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Bear Grylls 
Survival School. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 Alphabetical. (R) 10.25 Guess This 
House. (R) 11.25 Off Their Rockers. (R) 
11.55 ITV News; Weather. 12.00 Film: 
Free Willy 2: The Adventure Home. 

(1995) Family adventure, starring Jason 
James Richter. 1.50 Tipping Point. (R) 
2.50 The Chase. (R) 3.50 Regional 
Programme; Weather.4.00 ITV News; 
Weather. 4.15 Live Six Nations Rugby 
Union. Ireland v France (Kick-off 
4.50pm). 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 

Takeaway. New series. The award¬ 
winning presenter duo’s weekend 
variety show returns, and this year, 
the pair have recruited Gogglebox 
star and I’m A Celebrity 2016 
winner Scarlett Moffatt to become 
their new co-host. Ant and Dec 
have teased they have a very big 
role for Scarlett to fill in the first 
show, one that involves a very 
public stunt that could see her 
reach new heights - literally. The 
Geordie twosome prank Jamie 
Oliver in the first of this year’s 
Undercover features, and The 
Voice UK coach Jennifer Hudson 
stars in the End of the Show Show. 
Also beginning tonight is The 
Missing Crown Jewels, Ant and 
Dec’s follow-up to Who Shot 
Simon Cowell?, last year’s comedy 
sketch whodunit. Emilia Fox is 
back to head up the investigation, 
as more celebrity guests are lined 
up as potential culprits in another 
mad-cap crime caper. 

8.30 The Voice UK. The talent contest 
moves into the Battle phase, in 
which Tom Jones, William, Gavin 
Rossdale and Jennifer Hudson are 
expected to shape their proteges 
into their pop icons. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Film: The Boat That Rocked. 
(2009) Richard Curtis’s comedy, 
with Bill Nighy and Philip Seymour 
Hoffman. 

1.10 Jackpot247. 3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 Mobil 1 The Grid. 6.45 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.10 The King of Queens. 

(R) 7.35 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 10.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 11.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

11.30 The Simpsons. (R) 12.00 Jamie 
and Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast. (R) 1.00 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 1.30 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 2.00 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 2.30 Come Dine with Me. (R) 3.00 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 3.30 A Place in 
the Sun: Summer Sun. (R) 4.30 
Location, Location, Location. (R) 5.35 
Grand Designs. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Penelope Keith’s Favourite 
Villages. The actress travels 
around Britain visiting villages in 
different parts of the country, and 
discovers how people’s attitudes 
have changed to these small 
communities. Her trip takes her to 
villages in Devon, Cornwall, 
Scotland and the Lake District, 
with the help of insights from the 
illustrated 1930s Batsford Guides. 
(R) 

8.00 Great Canal Journeys. Timothy 
West and Prunella Scales venture 
into the open sea as they make 
their way through the islands of 
Scotland’s coast. Their destination 
is the rarely used nine-mile Crinan 
canal on the Mull of Kintyre, 
described as the world’s most 
beautiful shortcut. However, the 
Atlantic waves off the coast of Mull 
force them to head inland to 
Tobermory. They later explore the 
holy island of Iona and the Isle of 
Jura. (R) 

9.00 Film: Dawn of the Planet of the 
Apes. (2014) Premiere. A colony 
of super-intelligent apes thrives 
following a global virus outbreak 
that wipes out much of the human 
race. A survivor tries to make 
peace with the leader of the apes, 
but their efforts to reach an 
understanding are threatened by 
warmongers on both sides. Sci-fi 
thriller sequel, starring Andy 
Serkis, Jason Clarke and Gary 
Oldman. 

11. 35 Film: Surrogates. (2009) Sci-fi 
thriller, with Bruce Willis and 
Radha Mitchell. 

1.15 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 2.05 Hollyoaks. 4.15 Kirstie’s Fill 
Your House for Free. (R) 4.25 Phil 
Spencer: Secret Agent. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.05 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.40 Access. 10.45 
Police Interceptors Unleashed. (R) 11.15 
Police Interceptors. (R) 12.15 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.15 Benefits Britain: 
Life on the Dole. (R) 2.15 Benefits 
Britain: Life on the Dole. (R) 3.15 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

4.15 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 
Door. (R) 5.15 Nightmare Tenants, Slum 
Landlords. (R) 

6.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Paul Bohill and Steve Pinner face 
some tough decisions when they 
are given the task of repossessing 
a house in which a woman is living 
with two young children. (R) 

7.05 NCIS: Los Angeles. The team 
hunts for an electromagnetic pulse 
device that was stolen from a 
college research facility, and could 
destroy Los Angeles if activated, 
killing millions of people. 

8.00 NCIS. DiNozzo is reunited with his 
old flame, Jeanne Benoit, when 
insurgents in Sudan kidnap her 
doctor husband. Crime drama, 
guest starring Scottie Thompson. 
8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
George Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce highlights from the 
weekend’s Championship games, 
including Leeds United v Sheffield 
Wednesday in a huge Yorkshire 
derby at Elland Road. Plus, action 
from Aston Villa v Derby County at 
Villa Park, Barnsley v Huddersfield 
Town at Oakwell and Newcastle 
United v Bristol City at St James’ 
Park. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. George 
Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce all the goals from the 
weekend’s games in Leagues One 
and Two, including AFC 
Wimbledon v Walsall and Bristol 
Rovers v Scunthorpe United. 

10.30Stealing the Mona Lisa. This 
episode looks back to 1911, when 
one of the most famous pieces of 
art across the globe, the Mona 
Lisa, was stolen from the Louvre 
museum in Paris. 

11.30 Police Interceptors Unleashed. 

Officers take on a crook who has 
devised a crafty scheme to get 
something for nothing, while PC 
Barry Peach is confronted by a 
foul-mouthed pensioner. (R) 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 That’s So 
1985. (R) 4.00 Bargain-Loving Brits in 
the Sun. (R) 4.50 House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Indian Hill Railways 8.00 Timeshift: 
The People’s Liners - Britain’s Lost 
Pleasure Fleets 9.00 Treasures of Ancient 
Egypt 10.00 Timewatch: Captain Cook- 
The Man Behind the Legend 11.00 Top of 
the Pops: 198312.05 Arena: Loretta 
Lynn - Still a Mountain Girl 1.35 Country 
Kings at the BBC 2.35 Country Queens at 
the BBC 3.35 Sounds of the Seventies 
3.50 Pop Go the Sixties 3.55 Close 
ITV2 

11.10 Ninja Warrior UK 12.10Take Me 
Out 1.25 The Brit Awards 2017 3.55 
Film: Step Up 3 (2010) 4.55 FYI Daily 
5.00 Film: Step Up 3 (2010) 6.05 Film: 
Jack and Jill (2011) 7.05 FYI Daily 7.10 
Film: Jack and Jill (2011) 8.00 Scorpion 
9.00 Film: American Pie (1999) 10.10 
FYI Daily 10.15 Film: American Pie 
(1999) 11.00 Family Guy 12.25 American 
Dad! 12.55 Film: Couples Retreat (2009) 
1.55 FYI Daily 2.00 Film: Couples 
Retreat (2009) 3.00 Teleshopping 

ITV3 

I. 05 Film: Carry On Cleo (1964) 2.10 FYI 
Daily 2.15 Film: Carry On Cleo (1964) 
3.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 5.05 
Midsomer Murders 11.00 Carry On 
Forever 12.00 Wycliffe 1.05 Marchlands 
2.05 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV4 

II. 00 Storage Wars: Texas 12.00 Pawn 
Stars 1.30 ITV Racing: Live from 
Kempton. Coverage of today’s race 
meetings at Kempton Park, Lingfield Park 
and Newcastle. 4.00 Film: The Cimarron 
Kid (1952) 5.00 FYI Daily 5.05 Film: The 
Cimarron Kid (1952) 5.45 Storage Wars 

6.45 Live Snooker Shoot-Out. 11.00 
Film: Red Heat (1988) 12.00 FYI Daily 
12.05 Film: Red Heat (1988) 1.05 River 
Monsters 2.00 Gunsmoke 2.55 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

1.15 Film: Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 
Squeakquel (2009) 3.00 Film: St 
Trinian’s 2: The Legend of Fritton’s Gold 
(2009) 5.05 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 
Film: Paul (2011) 11.05 Gogglebox 

12.10 Celebs Go Dating 2.20 Gap Year 

3.15 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 4.00 
Baby Daddy 4.45 Revenge 

Film4 

11.00 The Violent Men (1955) 12.55 
Cutthroat Island (1995) 3.15 Carry On 
Cabby (1963) 5.00 Mr Popper’s Penguins 
(2011) 6.45 The Chronicles of Narnia: 

The Voyage of the Dawn Treader (2010) 
9.00 Pitch Perfect (2012) 11.15 It 
Follows (2014) 1.20 The Sixth Sense 
(1999)3.35 Close 



THUR 23/02/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
FRI 24/02/17 
MICHAEL RUBLE TRIBUTE 
SAT 25/02/1 7 
AKA SKA FACE 
SUN 26/02/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


MON 27/02/17 
BENS DISCO & KARAOKE 
TUE 28/02/17 
PREDATORS KARAOKE 
WED 01/03/17 
TYLER JON 
THUR 02/03/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


STEAK & 1 
GRILL DEALS 


Why not celebrate 

MOTHER’S DAY 

with a difference? 


r 1 






. 


Istanbul restaurant has a charcoal grill that 
provides freshly grilled meat and fish dishes 


Turkish 


Available 


Turkish 


Available 


We are open 3pm ‘til late 

(Takeaway Menu Available) 

To avoid disappointment, please 
reserve your table in advance 

185 High Street, Rowley Regis, B65 ODU 

Tel:0121 6799 721 
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CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Sam Riley 


SS-GB 

(BBC1, 9pm) 

Archer rushes to the rescue 
after learning of a resistance 
plan to kidnap his son. But he is 
trailed every step of the way by 
Huth and may be placing the 
boy in even greater danger. 
Harry feels betrayed when he 
finds out that Archer kept the 
tip-off from Sylvia a secret from 
him, and expresses his unease 
a bout trusting the 
inexperienced Jimmy with an 
important case. Archer finds 
himself morally torn as Huth 
demands his help in crushing 
the resistance, who have a plan 
to free the country from 
occupation at a terrible price. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Homes 
Under the Hammer. (R) 2.15 Flog It! (R) 

3.15 Escape to the Country. (R) 4.00 
Songs of Praise. 4.35 Shop Well for 
Less? (R) 5.35 BBC News. 5.50 
Regional Programme. 

6.00 The Big Painting Challenge. 
Mariella Frostrup and Richard 
Coles bring the contestants to 
Whipsnade Zoo to paint the 
animals, giving them a chance to 
demonstrate their ability to 
capture a sense of a living 
creature. The first challenge 
involves flamingos, which have a 
body shape that is harder to depict 
than it seems. The artists are then 
challenged to paint elephants, 
before the public panel vote for 
their favourite. 

7.00 Countryfile. Matt Baker and Ellie 
Harrison present the show from the 
Isle of Man. Matt takes a ride on the 
world’s only remaining horse- 
drawn tram, while Ellie explores the 
ruins of ancient homesteads from 
the island’s agricultural past and 
bakes bread using traditional Manx 
methods. Adam Henson trains a 
new working dog for his farm and 
Tom Heap reports on the banning 
of second homes in Cornwall. 
Including weather for the week 
ahead. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Valerie treats a 
pregnant Somali woman who has 
undergone female genital 
circumcision, but who goes into 
hiding when the Nonnatus Team 
arrange for her to go into hospital. 
9.00 SS-GB. Archer rushes to the 
rescue after learning of a 
resistance plan to kidnap his son. 
But he is trailed every step of the 
way by Huth and may be placing 
the boy in even greater danger. 
10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Have I Got a Bit More Old News 
for You. Stephen Mangan hosts an 
extended edition of the quiz, with 
UKIP parliamentary spokesperson 
Suzanne Evans and comedian 
Henning Wehn joining Ian Hislop 
and Paul Merton. (R) 

II. 15 American High School. 

12.00 The Celebrity Apprentice USA. 

1.20 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.25 
BBC News. 


6.15 Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 7.15 
An Island Parish: Anguilla. (R) 7.45 
Around the World in 80 Gardens. (R) 

8.45 Countryfile. (R) 9.45 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.15 Nigel Slater’s 
Dish of the Day. (R) 11.45 Nigellissima. 
(R) 12.15 MOTD2 Extra. 1.00 Holiday of 
My Lifetime with Len Goodman. (R) 1.30 
Money for Nothing. (R) 2.15 Wanted 
Down Under Revisited. (R) 3.00 Birds of 
Paradise: The Ultimate Quest. (R) 4.00 
Bobsleigh and Skeleton World 
Championships. 

6.00 Six Nations Rugby Union. John 
Inverdale introduces action from 
the third weekend of the 
tournament, featuring Scotland v 
Wales at Murrayfield, England v 
Italy at Twickenham and Ireland v 
France at the Aviva Stadium. 

7.00 Dragons’ Den: Pitches to Riches. 
Richard Osman presents a look 
back at some of the most 
memorable contestants to appear 
on the business ideas show, and 
discovers what success they have 
enjoyed since making their pitch to 
the panel. Peter Jones pays a visit 
to celebrity chef Levi Roots, whose 
company Reggae Reggae Sauce 
became a success through his 
appearance on the show, while 
Deborah Meaden is reunited with 
Jordan Daykin, the youngest ever 
contestant to secure the backing 
of a Dragon, to discover if he has 
fulfilled his potential as an 
entrepreneur. (R) 

8.00 Dragons’ Den. The panel assess 
the profit-making potential of a 
Welsh delicacy, a male fragrance, 
and a food delivery service for 
Michelin star restaurants. With 
Evan Davis. Last in the series. 

9.00 Special Forces-Ultimate Hell 
Week. The remaining recruits 
arrive in France to receive training 
with an elite tactical unit of the 
French police, where they face 
psychological and strategic 
challenges. 

10.00 Film: Life of Crime. (2013) 
Premiere. Two criminals kidnap 
the wife of a corrupt real-estate 
tycoon, only to discover he is not 
willing to pay their ransom 
demand. Comedy, with Jennifer 
Aniston and Mos Def. 

11.35 Women’s Six Nations Highlights. 
Eilidh Barbour presents action 
from the third round of fixtures. 

12.05 Film: Badlands. (1973) 1.35 Sign 
Zone: Question Time. (R) 2.35 Holby 
City. (R) 3.30 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 
6.25 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 

6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 

6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 
7.05 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled! 7.35 Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Ultimate Spider-Man: 
Web Warriors. 8.20 Horrid Henry. (R) 

8.45 Teen Titans Go! (R) 9.05 Adventure 
Time. (R) 9.25 Countrywise: Guide to 
Britain. (R) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 

10.55 Who’s Doing the Dishes? (R) 

11.55 ITV News; Weather. 12.00 The 
Voice UK. (R) 2.00 Live Six Nations 
Rugby Union. England v Italy (Kick-off 
3.00pm). 5.30 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.45 ITV News; Weather. 

6.00 Unbelievable Moments Caught 

on Camera. Alastair Stewart 
presents a second selection of 
extraordinary footage, including 
wakeboarders enjoying a 
memorable encounter with 
dolphins off the coast of Mexico, a 
stuntman who became the first 
person to land a wingsuit without 
a parachute, and a motorcyclist 
who was rescued after getting 
trapped beneath a burning car. 
Plus, footage of a tornado and a 
wedding at 30,000 feet. 

7.00 The Voice UK. The second night 
of the Battles phase, in which the 
singers have to impress coaches 
Tom Jones, will.i.am, Gavin 
Rossdale and Jennifer Hudson to 
remain in the contest. Each of the 
coaches are given the chance to 
save any acts they believe 
shouldn’t have been knocked out 
of the contest in the forthcoming 
head-to-head sing-offs. 

9.00 The Good Karma Hospital. A 
medical case becomes personal 
for Ram as he prepares to attend a 
wedding, while Ruby treats a 
patient from the UK whose story 
does not add up. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston, with ITV News National 
Editor Allegra Stratton. (R) 

11.20 Phillip Schofield’s South African 
Adventure. In the first of three 
programmes, Phillip Schofield and 
wife Steph visit South Africa, 
where the pair admire Cape Town 
and Phillip gets to see a great 
white shark. (R) 

11. 50The Cube. (R) 

12.45 Jackpot247.3.00 Chopping Block. 
(R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 

12.30 The Simpsons. (R) 1.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.30 The Simpsons. (R) 
2.00 George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. 
(R) 3.00 Location, Location, Location. 

(R) 4.00 Channel 4 News. 4.30 Film: 

101 Dalmatians. (1996) Disney comedy 
adventure remake, starring Glenn Close. 

6.30 The Jump. The remaining 
contestants compete in two 
different disciplines. First, they 
face a speed ski challenge, the 
results of which will determine the 
line-up for the second event - the 
relatively new winter sport of ski 
cross, in which they will navigate a 
winding course of sprints, drops, 
rollers and banks. Presented by 
Davina McCall. 

8.00 Rivers with Jeremy Paxman. New 

series. The presenter and fishing 
enthusiast travels along four of 
England’s greatest rivers, 
exploring their history, traditions 
and wildlife. The first episode 
follows the Tweed along the 
English-Scottish border, where he 
helps to shear Cheviot sheep, tags 
osprey chicks, goes in search of 
Merlin’s grave and discovers the 
origins of famous border ballads. 
9.00 Homeland. Keane ends up left on 
the sidelines, while Carrie finds her 
work is starting to impact on her 
home life. 

10.00 Gogglebox. The amateur critics 
share their opinions on what they 
have been watching during the 
week as the popular series returns 
for its ninth run. (R) 

11.00 Film: Clear and Present Danger. 

(1994) A CIA analyst is caught up 
in the Colombian drug trade as he 
hunts the terrorists who killed a 
friend of the US president. Action 
thriller, with Harrison Ford and 
Willem Dafoe. 

1.30 The Last Leg. A comic review of the 
past seven days. (R) 2.30 Hoarder SOS. 
Experts persuade a Cambridgeshire 
woman to part with piles of perfume 
bottles. (R) 3.25 Phil Spencer: Secret 
Agent. Homeowners stuck in properties 
they cannot sell. (R) 4.20 Kirstie’s 
Handmade Treasures. (R) 4.40 Four in a 
Bed. The week’s winner is announced. 

(R) 5.10 Fifteen to One. General 
knowledge quiz, hosted by Sandi 
Toksvig. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 6.10 Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 

6.15 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R) 6.20 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 6.45 
Fireman Sam. (R) 6.55 Rupert Bear. (R) 
7.05 Oily the Little White Van. (R) 7.10 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 7.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 7.40 Little Princess. (R) 

7.55 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.10 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. (R) 8.35 Noddy: 
Toyland Detective. (R) 8.55 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.10 
Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. 
(R) 9.45 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.55 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 10.05 Seaside 
Antics. (R) 10.10 Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles. (R) 10.45 Football on 5: The 
Championship. (R) 11.40 Football on 5: 
Goal Rush. (R) 12.10 Inside Windsor 
Castle. (R) 1.10 Secrets of the National 
Trust with Alan Titchmarsh. (R) 2.10 
Film: No Reservations. (2007) Romantic 
comedy, with Catherine Zeta-Jones and 
Aaron Eckhart. 4.10 Film: Bride Wars. 
(2009) Comedy, starring Kate Hudson 
and Anne Hathaway. 5.55 5 News 
Weekend. 

6.00 Film: The Fifth Element. (1 997) 

In the 23rd century, the world 
faces destruction from a 
seemingly unstoppable force of 
pure evil. Meanwhile, a New York 
cab driver encounters a 
mysterious woman destined to 
save the Earth from its fate, and 
has to protect her from a 
scheming arms dealer and a horde 
of alien mercenaries. Luc Besson’s 
sci-fi adventure, starring Bruce 
Willis, Milla Jovovich and Gary 
Oldman. Edited for language and 
nudity. 

8.15 The EFL Cup Final Highlights: 
Football on 5. Manchester United 
v Southampton. Action from the 
showpiece match, as Jose 
Mourinho’s Red Devils met Claude 
Puel’s Saints at Wembley Stadium. 

9.00 Film: Olympus Has Fallen. 

(2013) A disgraced secret service 
agent tries to redeem himself 
when terrorists take control of the 
White House. Action thriller, 
starring Gerard Butler, Aaron 
Eckhart and Morgan Freeman. 
Includes 5 News Update at 10pm. 

11.1 5 Film: The Terminator. (1984) A 
cyborg from the future is sent back 
in time to kill a woman whose 
unborn son is destined to save the 
human race. Sci-fi thriller, with 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Secrets of the 
National Trust with Alan Titchmarsh. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Sound of Song 8.00 South Downs: 
England’s Mountains Green 9.00 Film: 
Two Days, One Night (2014) 10.30 Film: 
Hockney (2014) 12.15 Treasures of the 
Louvre 1.45 Order and Disorder with Jim 
Al-Khalili 2.45 South Downs: England’s 
Mountains Green 3.45 Close 
ITV2 

I. 00 2Awesome: 2Awesome 1.10 
2Awesome: Guidance 1.45 2Awesome: 
Fame High 2.05 2Awesome: Third Wheel 

2.35 2Awesome: LA Story 2.50 The Hot 
Desk: Jonas Blue 3.05 Film: The Smurfs 
2 (2013) 4.05 FYI Daily 4.10 Film: The 
Smurfs 2 (2013) 5.10 Ant & Dec’s 
Saturday Night Takeaway 6.45 Film: 
Kindergarten Cop (1990) 7.45 FYI Daily 
7.50 Film: Kindergarten Cop (1990) 9.00 
Ibiza Weekender 10.00 Family Guy 11.30 
American Dad! 12.30 The Cleveland 
Show 1.25 Ibiza Weekender 2.15 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

3.10 Film: Carry On Girls (1973) 4.10 
FYI Daily 4.15 Film: Carry On Girls 

(1973) 5.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
7.00 Midsomer Murders 9.00 Tonight at 
the London Palladium 10.00 Carry On 
Forever 11.05 Film: Carry On Cleo 
(1964) 12.10 FYI Daily 12.15 Film: Carry 
On Cleo (1964) 1.00 Inspector Morse 

2.55 May the Best House Win 4.35 On 
the Buses 5.20 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

II. 45 Live Snooker Shoot-Out. 4.00 
Pawn Stars 4.30 The Car Chasers 5.25 
World Cup Top Goalscorers 5.45 Live 
Snooker Shoot-Out. 10.00 Film: Total 
Recall (2012) 11.00 FYI Daily 11.05 
Film: Total Recall (2012) 12.15 Film: 
From Dusk Till Dawn (1996) 1.15 FYI 
Daily 1.20 Film: From Dusk Till Dawn 
(1996) 2.15 Hogan’s Heroes 2.45 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.05 Coach Trip: Road to Marbs: Final 
Week 1.15 The Jump 2.55 The 
Goldbergs 4.25 The Big Bang Theory 

6.55 Film: Men in Black 3 (2012) 9.00 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 Film: 
Red (2010) 12.15 Celebs Go Dating 3.10 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 3.55 
Hollyoaks 

Film4 

11.00 The Colditz Story (1954) 1.00 
Percy Jackson & the Lightning Thief 
(2010) 3.15 Spy Kids 4: All the Time in 
the World (2011) 4.55 12 Angry Men 
(1957) 6.50 The Three Musketeers 
(2011) 9.00 Gl Joe: Retaliation (2013) 

11.10 Killing Them Softly (2012) 1.00 
The Running Man (1987) 3.05 Close 



Y WHOLE LEGS 


ALAN WARWICK BUTCHERS 




r 2 KILO 
FRESH CHICKEN 
FILLETS 

Approx 8 Fillets\ 


30 DAY MATURE 
ROASTING BEEF 
SILVERSIDE 


PORK JOINTS 
WITH STUFFING 


£ 2.99 


£ 8.99 


3LB 

BONELESS 
PORK CHOPS 


aS PREMIUM 
RUMP STEAK 

. (HIPBONE) 


£ 5.00 


£ 5.09 


GREAT BRIDGE | Phone 0121-520 73581 Alan Warwick Limited 69 Great Bridge, Tipton DY4 7HF 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

From Paris with Love, Channel 5,10pm 

An aide at the American embassy in Paris longs to 
become a CIA agent, but gets more than he 
bargained for when he is assigned to assist an trigger- 
happy secret service operative. The agent leads him 
on a dangerous journey through the city’s underworld 
as they fight to prevent a terrorist attack on the city. 
Action thriller, with John Travolta. (2010) 

TUESDAY 

Dear Diary, I Died, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Premiere. When a college student appears to have 
committed suicide, her sister tries to uncover the 
secrets behind her death. Thriller, starring Katherine 
Kelly Lang. (2016) 

WEDNESDAY 

Fatal Honeymoon, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman goes on honeymoon to Australia, only to 
drown during a scuba-diving trip to the Great Barrier 
Reef. Her father is not convinced this was an 
accident, and begins to suspect her husband may 
have murdered her. A year later, he finally finds the 
evidence to prove his accusation. Fact-based crime 
drama, starring Harvey Keitel and Billy Miller. (2012) 



THURSDAY 

A Date to Die For, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A recent divorcee, suffering from bipolar disorder, 
accepts a date with a single father. The next morning, 
she awakens to find her date’s dead body in her bed, 
a knife plunged in his chest. Trying to piece together 
her memories of the previous night, she sets out to 
defend her reputation and the lives of her family by 
locating the killer herself. Thriller, starring Victoria 
Pratt. (2015) 


FRIDAY 

Zero Dark Thirty, Channel 4,12.55am 

A CIA operative joins a team of intelligence and 
military operatives in the aftermath of the September 
11 attacks. She spends the next 10 years searching 
for information on the whereabouts of Osama bin 
Laden, ultimately leading to the final raid on the 
terrorist leader’s hideout. Kathryn Bigelow’s fact-based 
Jessica Chastain. (2012) 


Duo find they have 
one final case to solve 


t’s the beginning of the end... 

Once this, the third series of 
Broadchurch, reaches its 
conclusion, there will be no more. 

The show’s writer and creator, Chris 
Chibnall, is off to pastures new, to 
take over as showrunner of Doctor 
Who, while the stars are... well, who 
knows? But one thing is for sure - all 
of them are bound to be in demand. 

“When Chris Chibnall first sent me 
the script for the opening episode of 
Broadchurch six years ago, I was 
struck by one defining element,” 
claims executive producer Jane 
Featherstone. “I loved the characters, 

I loved the beauty of the world, I 
loved the powerful whodunit narrative, 
but above all I loved the way it 
explored a small-town community in 
such depth. 

“Chris’ intention was always to 
inhabit a space which meant we 
could stay with our characters and 
our town after the crime has 
happened, to really examine the long¬ 
term effects of a tragic incident on a 
community. Our characters had lives 
before we joined them and they will 


continue to exist after we have gone.” 

The final run begins three years on 
from the events of the previous 
series, and five years from when we 
first met the residents. 

“There is a bold new crime 
story which forces us to ask 
whether the town has a crack 
running through it caused by Danny 
Latimer’s death; is this new crime 
somehow the long-term legacy of that 
dark moment?” says Featherstone. 
“Our central characters must contend 
with this possibility as they battle to 
make hope, friendship and love 
triumph over fear and suspicion, as a 
host of new suspects present 
themselves. 

‘The great privilege of long-form 
storytelling is building a meaningful 
relationship between our characters 
and the audience and I am excited for 
the audience to see how Ellie, Hardy 
and the Latimers have fared in the 
last few years. It is a fond farewell for 
those of us involved in the series for 
so many years, but as far as I am 
concerned, the community of 
Broadchurch will carry on living long 
after we’ve gone.” 


Olivia Colman, David Tennant, 

Jodie Whittaker and Andy Buchan are 
all back again, bolstered by Julie 
Hesmondhalgh, Sarah Parish, Lenny 
Henry, Mark Bazeley, Georgina 
Campbell, Charlie Higson and Roy 
Hudd. 

In the opening episode, Ellie 
(Colman) and Hardy (Tennant) are 
called out to attend to Trish 
Winterman (Hesmondhalgh), who has 
reported a serious sexual assault. It’s 
clear she has been raped, but cannot 
tell the police where the attack 
happened, or who carried it out. 

A clue found at Trish’s home 
eventually leads them to the crime 
scene, but it’s a difficult and unusual 
setting - and one that proves difficult 
for the forensics team to work in. But, 
perhaps more disturbing than 
anything else, is the fact that 
evidence suggests it was not an 
opportunistic act, but rather a cold, 
calculated and planned one. 

Hardy considers the theory that 
once again, a serious sexual predator 
is at large in the otherwise sleepy 
coastal town - and may strike again 
at any moment. 




BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

The 2,000,000 Calorie Buffet 
Channel 4,10pm 

For some of us, just seeing that title makes us 
salivate. The idea of being able to tuck into a 
banquet of lovely nosh without having to hold back 
or stop, even if our insides are at bursting point, is 
something we dream of. It’s almost a challenge too 

- to find out who can consume the most at one 
sitting. The concept of an all-you-can-eat buffet is 
thought to have originated in Las Vegas, but they 
are now a growing phenomenon on this side of the 
Atlantic too, but who benefits from such an 
approach - the customers or the restaurants 
desperate to pull in the punters? We’re about to find 
out courtesy of this documentary, which takes 
viewers into the heart of three eateries whose 
managers are wondering if adopting the service 
was really a good idea. 

TUESDAY 
The Replacement 
BBC1,9pm 

Morven Christie stars in a new three-part thriller 
about a woman who fears she is losing her identity 

- but is that because she’s about to become a 
mother, or is someone genuinely out to steal her 
life? Architect Ellen (Christie) discovers she’s 



pregnant shortly after winning a big contract for her 
firm. She hires Paula (Vicky McClure) as maternity 
cover, but becomes uneasy when the new recruit 
dismisses Ellen’s plans to return to work in a couple 
of months, insisting that she will want to spend 
more time with her baby. As Paula ingratiates 
herself with Ellen’s bosses, clients and even her 
friends, the mum-to-be starts to fear that her new 
employee plans to become her permanent 
replacement. Everyone else puts Ellen’s 
concerns down to a mix of paranoia and 
pregnancy, but then a terrible accident strikes 
the firm. 

WEDNESDAY 
Little Big Shots 
ITV, 8pm 

Dawn French presents this new 
series which gives a platform to 
some of the world’s most talented 
children, without forcing them to 
be subjected to any judges or a 
telephone vote. Instead, they get 
to have a nice, friendly chat with 
Dawn before showing off their 
incredible skills, which can range 
from cooking to a flair for spelling. 

In the first episode, we meet 


ballroom and Latin dancing sensations Joshua 
and Kerry, 9, from Ireland, as well as gifted 
pianist Leo, 8, from Manchester. We’re also 
introduced to three remarkable seven-year-olds; 
Balang, from the Philippines, who shows us how he 
became an internet dance sensation, football 

fanatic Braydon from Warrington, and 
London-based kung-Fu warrior 
Junayde. There’s also music 
courtesy of 10-year-old 
Norwegian jazz sensation 
Angelina. 

THURSDAY 
Prime Suspect 1973 
ITV, 9pm 

It was first announced back in 
2015 and has taken almost 
two years to reach us, 
but will this prequel 
to Lynda La Plante’s 
much-loved crime 
drama series be 
worth the wait? 
Early signs are 
good; the period 
detail is intact 
and the cast 


look impressive. The original programme turned 
Helen Mirren into a household name thanks to her 
portrayal of hard-bitten detective Jane Tennison; 
Doctor Thorne star Stefanie Martini will have big 
shoes to fill when she takes over the role, playing 
Tennison as a 22-year-old WPC straight out of 
training and onto the streets of Hackney. She 
suffers sexism everywhere she turns, but looks 
set to make her mark when she is assigned to her 
first murder case, which involves the death of a 
teenage girl. Sam Reid and Blake Harrison also 
appear. 

FRIDAY 

Live Athletics: European Indoor 

Championships 

BBC2, 3pm 

Gabby Logan presents coverage of the second 
session on day one from the Kombank Arena in 
Belgrade, Serbia, where medals are awarded in five 
events. Katarina Johnson-Thompson concludes her 
bid to retain the pentathlon title when she competes 
in the long jump and 800m, while the other finals 
taking place are in the men’s pole vault and 60m 
hurdles, and the women’s shot put and 60m 
hurdles. With commentary and analysis from Steve 
Backley, Steve Cram, Colin Jackson, Denise Lewis 
and Paula Radcliffe. 


Midland UPVC 
Windows and Doors Ltd 


SiSSh 


SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS WITH OUR 
ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

MARCH SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
A RATED WINDOWS ANY SIZE 



Pictures for illustration 
purposes only 


£ 1599.00 « 

t&c’s apply geographical 
& other restrictions apply. 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

Free Design service camtactip 
10 yr Insurance back FANTASTIC 

NEW UPVC 
DOOR RANGE 

GUARANTEED 
TO BEAT ANY 

GENUINE 
WRITTEN QUOTE 


guarantee 

I High security locks 
I Energy saving 
windows & doors 
I All built and installed 
by our own fitters 
I OAP Discounts 
(t&c apply) 


SPECIAL OFFER 
PVC DOOR 
from £385 fitted 


BEDFORD 



HiKnrFro 


ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170 / 01384 429152 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 
midlandupvc@live.co.uk 
OFFICE HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 5PM 


USE YOUR LOFT! 



Loft Ladders \s 

Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

: Now available in white 
10 painting required* 

: Now complete with 
‘comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! f 1 

3 child safe * I /■ I 
verticals ta IbV 
one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 




contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 


STAR CLUTCHES LTD & 


SERVICE CENTRE 

★ CLUTCHES ★ GEAR BOXES ★ SERVICING 
^ ★ NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

-JL. ★ MOTS ★ RECOVERY ★ EXHAUSTS 
★ BODYWORK ★ TYRES ★ DIAGNOSTICS 
ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN x ^ 

12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 




































BRAIN GYM 


Double Crossword 


Sudoku 


No.417 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


Q 

2 

L 

3 

N 

Z 

5 

K 

6 

E 

7 

B 
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17 

5 

18 
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19 
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D 

8 

21 

9 

1 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

7. A fitting description, 
as a rule (4,2,7) 

8. Placed in a grave 
position (8) 

9. A particular 
variation of time (4) 

10. It’s hot to the 

tongue, and cold to 
the ear (6) 

12. After all, it is very 
new (6) 

14. Added zest in the 
kitchen (6) 

16. His map is spoiled 
by accident (6) 

18. The odd dose of 
poetry? (4) 

20. He won’t expect to 
be taken seriously 
when working (8) 

22. Are friends and 
succeed in a joint 
enterprise (3,2,8) 


Down 

1. It must honour its 
pledges (4,4) 

2. Make something 
known about calf 
meat (6) 

3. Number who sound 
as though they 
approve (4) 

4. Part of a movement 
set to swing time (8) 

5. A fool it’s wrong to 
help (6) 

6. Let out for no rent 

(4) 

11. Show I can edit 
afresh (8) 

13. One who makes 
predictions about a 
distant traveller (8) 

15. It’s regular trade 
practice (6) 

17. Teased about being 
placid (6) 

19. Special fare for a 
conference (4) 

21. They gave original 
Christmas gifts, 
showing some 
imagination (4) 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

Down 

7. Moody (13) 

1. Adjust (8) 

8. Gloomy (8) 

2. Seem (6) 

9. Part (4) 

10. Cask (6) 

3. Press (4) 

4. Tacit (8) 

5. False (6) 

12. Split (6) 

6. Lament (4) 

14. Decrease (6) 

11. Extend (8) 

16. Piping (6) 

13. Front line (8) 

18. Couple (4) 

15. Streak (6) 

17. Scold (6) 

20. Easily frightened (8) 

19. Adjoin (4) 

22. Additional (13) 

21. Submissive (4) 
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Fill in the grid last week’s 

below so that solut ons > 

every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Idea; 8 Drummed out; 

9 Abstract; 10 Earn; 12 Nearly; 14 Yields; 

15 Parkas; 17 Litter; 18 Lean; 19 Rosemary; 

21 Fall asleep; 22 Sage. Down: 2 Double datet; 

3 Adit; 4 Queasy; 5 Smithy; 6 Adherent; 7 Eton; 

11 Red herring; 13 Rekindle; 16 Stress; 

17 Listen; 18 Left; 20 Maps. 

QUICK - Across: 1 High; 8 Ameliorate; 9 Material; 

10 Copy; 12 Fickle; 14 Report; 15 Abject; 

17 Rather; 18 Mean; 19 Intimate; 21 Persuasive; 

22 Tend. Down: 2 Invariable; 3 Hale; 4 Device; 

5 Killer; 6 Crackpot; 7 Deny; 11 Perfection; 

13 Keenness; 16 Tribal; 17 Retain; 18 Mope; 

20 Meet. 


Quiz 


1. Which people’s word for a European 
means ‘the big eyebrows’? 

2. Who starred as Hannibal Lecter in Silence 
of the Lambs? 

3. Which two countries originally contested 
the Ryder Cup? 

4. Of which beetle is the wireworm the larva? 

5. What is a mountain lion or cougar more 
correctly called? 

6. Who regained the world heavyweight 


boxing championship after more than 20 
years in 1994? 

7. In which country was the first Women’s 
Institute group founded in 1897? 

8. Who is the only US president to have been 
elected for four consecutive terms? 

9. Of which country have there been three 
king Victor Emmanuels? 

10. Who succeeded Bobby Fischer as world 
chess champion in 1975? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 African wildcat; 2 Yashmak; 3 Sister 
Act; 4 Rio de Janeiro; 5 Michael Heseltine; 

6 Terracotta; 7 Marsupial; 8 Finland; 9 Robert 
Powell; 10 Pear tree. 

Niner: PURCHASED 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

1679749 gives flowers, 

878749 gives more flowers, 

3728459 gives even more flowers. 
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Are you a member 
of a local voluntary 
group? 

Do you have a good 
news story? 

Do you need to 
promote an event 
for a charity or a 
local good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle 
needs local news stories 
for your local paper for 
you the local reader. 

Please call the 
chronicle team on 
01902 319 588 


THE CAKE COMPANY UK 

Ro*|h4vc cjiL* takers W cikc »c 

• Celebration cakes from £35 

• Wedding cakes from £199 

• Edible A4 icing sheets 

• Cake schools 

New Opening Times Mon-Fri 9-5pm 
Saturday 9am-3pm closed Sundays 

62 Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LS | 0121 559 8999 

Mobile: 0772 075 8172 | www.thecakecompanyuk.co.uk 



C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


y@ 


3 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 


"O’ 

f 

"O’ 

p 

r 0 

3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £< 

i f 
“l 

1 L l izH 


NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

fro/77 £l 

FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust 


MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 

New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


HENLEY 
‘FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms ■ Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 
Preplanned Funerals 

CALL FEE ON 0800 05 665 64 
EmfyHme, WarleyRoad, Oldbuty 





WOLV KKHAMHTOIM 


WEDDING 
FAIR 


SUNDAY 12TH MARCH 
11AM-3PM 






FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACTl 
DEANA JONES ON 01902 319693B 

LEAH EDMUNDS ON 01902 3196191, 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, February 23, 2017 
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travel 



It’s easy to get around Hamburg via the city’s over and underground train lines Speicherstadt district with the new Elbphilharmonie The Reeperbahn Festival takes its name from the popular Reeperbahn Street 



Beer o’clock at the famous Ratsheern brewery 


City of culture, canals and Currywurst 


IT was like stepping into a movie 
set. Tall, red brick-buildings lined 
the old canals. The district, once 
a thriving hub of activity, was 
now eerily quiet except for the 
faint echoes that bounced off the 
walls. 

We were walking through the Speicher¬ 
stadt, or the ‘Old Warehouse City’, a UNE¬ 
SCO World Heritage Site. 

A castle-like restaurant awaited us sev¬ 
eral hundred yards away where we were to 
have lunch. It was sat on one of the bridges 
crossing the canal. 

I had a Currywurst - a steamed (then 
fried) sausage topped off with a spicy 
ketchup and curry powder. It was an inter¬ 
esting combination. 

The Restaurant, called Wasserschloss, 
proved a great setting to take in the sur¬ 
roundings. We were perched up on tables 
on an outside deck. I could make out cranes 
spaced out along the copper roof tops - 
which were used for winching up cargo into 
the warehouses for storage. 

“The storage companies moved out about 


Hamburg, Germany 


25 years ago,” my tour guide Paul Klein 
said. “And modern companies moved in 
for office space.” It was one of Hamburg’s 
many distinctive districts. The Speicher¬ 
stadt was built in the late 19th and early 
20th century, with its buildings and archi¬ 
tecture unique to Hamburg. 

Around the corner was a newly-opened 
coffee museum, which housed all informa¬ 
tion and equipment about coffee. Coffee 
is important in Hamburg’s history. Coffee 
was one of the main commodities stored in 
the warehouses, alongside others such as 
tea and carpet, which is why the museum 
had opened up in the Speicherstadt. 

Wunderland 

Also close by was ‘Miniatur Wunder¬ 
land’ - the largest model railway in the 
world. Exhibitions spanning multiple floors 
displayed tiny replicas of cities across the 
world - including Las Vegas and, of course, 
Hamburg. 

And the settings of the exhibitions would 


change from day to night every few min¬ 
utes, which gave an added authentic touch. 

Hamburg has many tales, spread out 
across districts of different time periods. 
Each one with a unique appearance and 
vibe. 

The city was bombed heavily during the 
Second World War, so a lot of re-develop- 
ment has taken place. This includes the 
overdue 800 million Euro symphony hall 
due to open this year, called the Elbphil¬ 
harmonie. 

A few blocks away from the Speicherstadt 
was St Pauli - a district in total contrast to 
the sleepy warehouse area. It is well known 
for its entertainment and night-life. Parts 
of it were not family friendly. 

It was the old stomping ground of The 
Beatles in the 1960s, which is still cele¬ 
brated today. It is also home to one of Eu¬ 
rope’s largest legal red light districts. 

We were taken through the colourful 
streets by musician Stefanie Hempel. She 
showed us the venues that The Beatles once 
played, whilst performing their hit-songs. 
“The Beatles got their trademark haircut 
whilst in Hamburg.” she said, adopting the 
style of German art students. 


The waterways of Hamburg are impor¬ 
tant part of life in the city. The canals run 
to the River Elbe, and restaurants will often 
serve up fish on their menus, including 
fresh water shrimps. 

The Ratsheern Brewery, located in St 
Pauli, offered great beer, which could be 
sampled on tours of the brewery. The over¬ 
ground and underground train lines made 
navigating the city easy. 

I stayed at the Hotel Reichshof during 
my trip, located right across the road from 
Hamburg’s central train station, Haupt- 
bahnhof. It was a traditional hotel across 
six storeys with a restaurant, bar, and 
sports and spa facilities. 

After five days experiencing the city, I 
found Hamburg a warm city with real char¬ 
acter, culture and authenticity. 

Each district offered something different 
- shopping, history, art, museums and en¬ 
tertainment. 

Hamburg would make an enjoyable geta¬ 
way trip for a city break, whatever time of 
year, where you can find a genuine look into 
modern Germany. 

Jamie Brassington 



Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. ATOL Protected 6081. Single supplement applies. Subject to availability. 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


* Fly direct from Birmingham airport 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 


LIMITED AVAILABILITY 

su 


4 STAR ST ANTON AUSTRIA 


Don’t miss out on these sizzling summer deals from Omega, with flights, 
transfers, hotel and luggage all included. 

Snap them up before they’re gone! 


A. 


Mountain pine air you could bottle and sell, glacier fresh beer, scented 
meadows, crystal lakes, waterfalls... that’s Austria in summertime, the 
perfect antidote to city hustle and beach bustle! 

PRICE INCLUDES... 

✓ Return flight on an exclusive Omega charter from Birmingham airport to 
Friedrichshafen 

✓ 7 nights at the 4 star Sport Hotel, St Anton with breakfast 

✓ St Anton Summer Card with one day’s free use of cable cars 

✓ All airport taxes and return transfer from the airport to your hotel 

✓ Services of an English-speaking representative 


VIEW ONLINE AT 
www.omega-holidays.com/LYD777 


QUOTE CODE: LYD777 


Optional excursions to 
pre-book 

Liechtenstein & Appenzell, and 
Lindau & Lake Constance 


DUBROVNIK <Wa 

8 days, 

L by AIR 

Departing Sunday 2 July 2017 

^700 

Join us for a superb-value Croatian getaway to the ‘pearl of the Adriatic’ 

£#99 pp 


cruise round the Elaphiti Islands. This great-value break includes flights and 
transfers, 3 star hotel with breakfast, dinner and Croatian magic as standard. 


PRICE INCLUDES... 


VIEW ONLINE AT 

www.omega-holidays.com/WQY956 


QUOTE CODE: WQY956 




For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


f ■ ® 

OmegaHols @OmegaHols OmegaHols 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 


✓ Return flight on an exclusive Omega charter from Birmingham 
airport to Dubrovnik 

✓ 7 nights at the 3 star Hotel Komodor, Lapad Bay, Dubrovnik 

✓ Hot buffet breakfast and buffet dinner 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer from the airport to 
your hotel 

Optional excursions at a supplement: Island Galleon 
Cruise and excursion to Montenegro’s Kotor Bay 
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BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Deceptively spacious 
family home in a 
very peaceful area 

A deceptively spacious three-bedroomed family 
home, 40 Gilbert Street in Tipton lies in a very 
peaceful residential area. 

Overlooking green space, it is for sale through Skitts at 
£129,950. 

“Internally the current home owners have left no 
stone unturned in achieving the fantastic standard of 
accommodation that is on offer,” said a spokesman for 
the selling agent. 

The property consists of a lounge, a fitted kitchen and 
dining area, three good sized bedrooms, a recently 
fitted upstairs family shower room and recently fitted 
new central heating system. 

To the back of the home lies a south facing low 
maintenance rear garden that also doubles up as private 
off street parking for several vehicles. 

“This is a property that needs early inspections to 
appreciate the quality and space that is on offer, don’t 
miss out, call today,” added the spokesman. 

In more detail the entrance hallway has under stairs 
storage and doors to the utility room - with plumbing 
and space for a washing machine and space for a dryer 
- and the lounge. This has a bay window to the rear and 
an electric fire set in a marble effect back and hearth 
with a feature surround. 

The kitchen/diner has a bay window to the front, 
a cooker hood, wall and base units, roll edge work 
surfaces, splash-back tiling, tiled flooring, plumbing for 
a dishwasher, a breakfast bar and French doors to the 
rear garden. 

Stairs from the entrance hall lead to the landing with 
three storage cupboards, one housing the boiler, loft 
access and doors to the bedrooms. 

Bedroom one has fitted wardrobes. Bedroom two has 
laminate flooring, as does bedroom three. 

Outside, to the rear is a low maintenance garden with 
access gates enabling up to four vehicles to park. To the 
front, the lawn is split in the middle by a footpath and the 
boundaries are secured via a picket fence. 


KEY FEATURES 


3 bedrooms 
Deceptively spacious 
Peaceful residential area 
Overlooking green space 
High standard of accommodation 


TIPTON £129,950 



LOVE YOUR' 
POSTCODE 

Focus on achieving more™ 



Local homeowners' are in for a treat this winter. 

Our trademarked product is completely free for the seller. 

Focus on achieving more - 0% commission 


Speak to our experts on 0121 544 9595 


Terms and conditions apply. 
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BIGWOOD 

Midlands’ Leading Auctioneers 


sdlbigwood.co.uk 

aSDLBigwood 


ENTRIES INVITED FOR OUR NEXT AUCTION 

* 




Advantages of Selling By 
Auction 


Quick Sale 

Immediate Exchange of 
Contracts 

28 Day Completion 

Certainty of Sale 


Contact us for a FREE no obligation appraisal 


Birmingham & The South 

0121 233 5046 


Coventry 

0247 699 2412 
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Semi just 
short walk 
to centre 
of village 

COVEN 

£ 275,000 «< 


Having excellent family 
accommodation, 15 
Church Lane, Coven, 
Wolverhampton, is in a 
popular area a short walk 
from the village centre. 

It is for sale through 
Bartlams at £275,000. It 
has an extended layout 
of generous size and a 
comfortably appointed 
specification, said a 
spokesman for the selling 
agent. 

It has a bay fronted sitting 
room, 19ft lounge, 18ft 
dining room, neatly fitted 
15ft kitchen, utility/laundry 
and ground floor WC, four 
bedrooms, a large bathroom 
with a smart white suite with 
both a bath and a separate 
shower cubicle, gas central 
heating, double glazing, a 
garage, forecourt parking 
for several cars and a 
neatly-landscaped garden 
extending to 100ft at the rear. 

Contact Bartlams on 
01902 845215 or visit www. 
bartlams.co.uk 


DESIRED AND PREFERRED 


fjicJL tiw cKoiAict 


Discover the extraordinary difference in our highly sought-after 
2 bedroom Ludworth home at Park View from only £144,995. 
See our unrivalled specification and imagine the lifestyle you 
could have with the Kier way of living. 

2, 3 and 4 bedroom homes from just £144,995 or 
with Help to Buy £115,996* 


WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 


PARK VIEW 

off Claypit Lane, West Bromwich B70 9UJ 


DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN US 


SHOWHOME OPEN: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 
TELEPHONE: 0845 652 247lT or 07773 067 988 
EMAIL: kph.parkviewsales@kier.co.uk 



INKIER 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



CGI of The Ludworth. Photographs of typical Kier showhome interiors. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. TCalls cost 2p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 














































PROPERTY 33 



No chain for 
immaculate 
four-bedroomed 
detached home 


WEDNESBURY 
£199,950 «< 


An immaculate detached 
four-bedroomed home in 
Finery Road, Wednesbury, 
is for sale through Skitts 
at £199,950 with no selling 
chain. 



Ideal three-bed home 
is in a prime location 


With gas central heating and 
double glazing, the property 
has four bedrooms, a lounge 
and dining room, a kitchen 
and utility room, a downstairs 
wc, en-suite shower room, a 
driveway with a garage and a 
rear garden. 

The property is positioned on 
a lovely estate in Wednesbury. 
Viewings are highly 
recommended. 

The selling agents are 
expecting a lot of interest to be 
shown in this home, as it is so 
attractively presented and well 
designed . 

For further information, or 
to book that all important 
viewing, please contact the 
selling agents, Skitts, on 
0121 505 1818 or visit www. 
skitts.net 


BEARWOOD 

£305,000 


Occupying a prime Bearwood position on 
Lightwoods Hill, this three-bedroomed semi¬ 
detached house is an ideal family home for sale 
through Robert Oulsnam at £305,000 with no 
chain. 

It has an entrance porch, an entrance hall, two 
reception rooms, a conservatory, kitchen, office 
space, a WC, garage, three bedrooms and a 
bathroom and loft space. 

This traditional property is a most sought-after 
style is ideally situated within the heart of Bearwood, 
directly opposite Lightwoods Park and close to the 
Bearwood High Street. Bearwood is home to local 
shopping, bus services into Birmingham City Centre, 
access to several leisure centres and Warley Woods 
and Golf Course. 

Call Robert Oulsnam on 0121 429 9986. 


Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


www.cottons.co.uk 



29 MALVERN ROAD, HANDSW0RTH 



29-30 TEMPLE BAR, WILLENHALL 



33 HIGH STREET, ST0URP0RT-0N-SEVERN 



Forthcoming CottOnS 
Auction 


C H A H T C ft C D IlIRVt TONS 


TUESDAY 28TH FEBRUARY 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your No Obligation Appraisal 



Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 



74 VICTORIA ROAD, WEDNESFIELD 



25 KIDDERMINSTER ROAD, HAGLEY, 
STOURBRIDGE 


131 NINEVEH ROAD, 
BIRMINGHAM 


LAND TO NORTH & SOUTH OF LANE ST, 
AT THE JCN OF ASH ST, BILSTON 


43 BARRS ROAD, CRADLEY HEATH 
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oulsnam 


www.oulsnam.net 
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Senior Sale* Negotiator Valuer 'Sales Negotiator 
Becky Srrrth Ben Patfrey 



Negotiator 
Jodte Austn 




Kelly Theodosi 


Vewng Negotiator 
Kir sty Watkns 



Hagley Road 0121 429 9986 














































































connells.co.uk 

Connells 

OLDBURY 


Maypole Road 

Oldbury £150,000 



EPC RATING E - A STUNNING and BEAUTIFULLY presented two bed SEMI 
DETACHED home with LOFT ROOM, extended kitchen / dining / family room, 
lounge, utility room, downstairs WC, two double bedrooms, loft room (currently used 
a^h^riastei^edroom^howenjoomjandscage^eai^ardei^n^ron^nv^^^ 


Mehdi Road 

Oldbury £160,000 



EPC RATING C - An immaculately presented and RECENTLY BUILT three story family 
home situated in this HIGHLY CONVENIENT location with EXCELLENT ACCESS to 
all local amenities and transport routes. Property comprises of 3 double bedrooms, 
er^uite^)fhjoac^)ai1<inc^nchj|arac|^VIEWH^HIGHb^EC0MMENDED^^^^ 


Dog Kennel Lane 

Oldbury £350,000 



EPC RATING E - A BEAUTIFUL EXECUTIVE 5 BED DETACHED home close 
to BIRMINGHAM CITY with excellent commuter links and is available with NO 
UPWARD CHAIN. Excellent School Catchments - Moat Farm Juniors, St Huberts 
Junioi^chool^nyle^nmai^^^cadem^^ncjle^^ristnalHal^cadem^^ 


Pool Lane 


Oldbury £115,000 



EPC RATING D - IDEAL FIRST TIME BUYER PROPERTY •• Semi¬ 
detached home briefly comprises KITCHEN DINER, Lounge, Two bedrooms, 
Family Bathroom, Front Drive and Rear Garden. This property has NO UPWARD 
CHAI^n^ia^eer^RESHO^ECORA^^n^ecai^ete^hroughou^^^^ 


Ferndale Road 

Oldbury £145,000 



EPC RATING C - •FANTASTIC FAMILY HOME# This semi detached is a great 
starter home for someone looking to get on the property ladder. Set in a fantastic 
location over looking the Brandhall Golf Course and briefly comprising of two 
recegtiom|oomsJ<itchen^hre^amil^edrooms^athroorT^n^f^oa^ad<in^ 


Harvington Road 

Oldbury £ 120,000 



EPC RATING D - ««N0 UPWARD CHAIN** An IMMACULATE home with 
block paved driveway for two cars, through lounge diner, kitchen, utility 
room, two bedrooms, family bathroom and a good sized rear garden. Close 
tolocalshogsan^menitie^jVIEWIN^^IGH^ECOMMENDED^ 


Salop Road 

Oldbury £125,000 



EPC RATING D - A mid terraced family home with kitchen diner, utility, 
outbuilding currently used as music studio, good sized rear garden, 
three bedrooms and family bathroom. **EXCELLENT FIRST TIME 
BUYER OPPORTUNITY** 



NATIONAL 

ESTATE 

AGENCY 


YEAR 

2016 


TIMES 


PROPERTIES 


We are selling faster than we can take on 
and getting asking price in most cases! 


Please contact us on 


0121 552 2671 


Till SI MW TIMES 


MARKET APPRAISAL 


The market has never been 


Beeches Road 


Oldbury £100,000 



EPC RATING D - ••INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY** A mid-terraced property with 
lounge, kitchen diner, conservatory, downstairs w.c, three bedrooms, family bathroom 
and a good sized rear garden. The property does require REFERBISHMENT. 
Excellen^choo^atchments^los^cHoca^mmenitie^nc^ 

Ashtree Road 


Tividale £85,000 



EPC RATING D - A well presented SPACIOUS first floor apartment 
with parking to front. ••VIEWING HIGHLY RECOMMENDED TO 
APPRECIATE THE STANDARD AND SPACE ON OFFER** 


The Crossings 

Broad well Road £ 100,000 



EPC RATING C - A well presented MODERN ground floor apartment with 
its own entrance and gated communal car park. WALKING DISTANCE to 
Sandwell and Dudley train station. EXCELLENT motorway links and close 
to local amenities. VIEWING IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. 


Throne Road 

Rowley Regis £155,000 



EPC RATING D - Connells are now in receipt of an offer for the sum 
of £149,000 for 164 Throne Road. Anyone wishing to place an offer 
on this property should contact Connells, 70/76 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, B69 4EB before exchange of contracts. 


Sandringham Drive 

Rowley Regis £275,000 



EPC RATING C - An IMMACULATELY presented and SPACIOUS detached 
family home located in a CUL-DE-SAC. Having recently been extended 
and refurbished this four bedroom detached home offers a very high 
standard of accommodation. *VIEWING IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED* 


St Matthews Road 

Oldbury £75,000 



EPC RATING C - GROUND FLOOR one bedroom apartment with its OWN 
ENTRANCE, and set in a quiet CUL-DE-SAC location. Briefly comprising of 
lounge, double bedroom, kitchen and shower room. ••VIEWING IS HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED TO APPRECIATE THE SIZE OF ACCOMMODATION ON OFFER** 


Bhullar Way 

Oldbury £189,000 



EPC RATING C - A three bedroomed NEARLY NEW detached home which was 
complete in MAY of THIS YEAR, located on the very popular FORGE DEVELOPMENT 
With parking space and car port. Comprising of an open plan kitchen / dining room with 
frencl^ooi^^aiden^i^uit^mTTastei^edroom^amil^athraom^owi^taii^^^ 

Harvest Road 


Oldbury £150,000 



EPC RATING D - ••IDEAL FIRST TIME PURCHASE#* This family home is an ideal 
starter home or a family looking to upsize! The accommodation comprises entrance 
hall, lounge, kitchen diner, three bedrooms & bathroom to first floor, off road parking 
jwithouMrogge^urb^jeai^arder^VIEWIN^^HIGHD^ECOMMENDED^^^ 

City Road 

Tividale £96,500 



ie flj'tn m 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


390b City Road, Tividale, Oldbury, B691QY 

We are acting in the sale of the above property & have received an offer of £96,500 on the 
above property. 

Any interested parties must submit any higher offers in writing to the selling agent before 
exchange of contracts takes place. 
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0121 552 2671 oldbury@connells.co.uk 

70/76 Birmingham Street, Oldbury B69 4EB 
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pauldubberleyco.uk 


Paul 

Dubberley great bridge 


Heron House, Tipton, DY4 


£65,000 



Modern Purpose Built Third Floor Apartment offering the benefit of electric 
heating, upvc double glazing and no upward chain, making an ideal buy to 
let investment. 2 Bedrooms 


Birmingham Road, Dudley, DY1 

£180,000 



Traditional Semi Detached offering the benefit of upvc double glazing and 
gas central heating. 3 Bedrooms 


Eastfield Road, Tipton, DY4 

£130,000 



Spacious Superbly Presented End Terrace Family Home having the 
benefit of upvc double glazing and gas central heating. Viewing highly 
recommneded to appreciate. 3 Bedrooms 


Stella Road, Tipton, DY4 


£115,000 



Anchor Drive, Tipton, DY4 

£149,950 



Modern 3 Storey Town House Offering superbly presented spacious family 
accommodation with the benefit of upvc double glazing and gas central 
heating. Viewing highly recommended. 3 Bedrooms 


Churchill Close, Tividale, Oldbury, B69 

£157,000 



Excellent Size Semi Detached Family Home. Offering Superbly Presented 
accommodation and having the benefit of upvc double glazing, gas central 
heating and good location. Viewing recommneded. 3 Bedrooms 


Horseley Heath, Tipton, DY4 

£179,950 



Lovely Modern 3 Storey TOWN HOUSE offering SPACIOUS FAMILY 
ACCOMMODATION. Having the benefit of upvc Double Glazing, Gas 
Central Heating and Large family Accommodation. 4 Bedrooms 


Baker Street, Tipton, DY4 

£ 110,000 



Mid Terrace located in a SOUGHT AFTER DEVELOPMENT offering upvc 
double glazing and gas central heating. 2 Bedrooms 


William Kerr Road, Tipton, DY4 

£125,000 



Recently SOLD ... Similar Properties Wanted 


Arthur Road, Tipton, DY4 

£125,000 



Sold - Similar Prpoerties Required - Buyers Waiting 



SURVEY 8 == 

VALUATIONS 

8 LETTINGS 


QC HI 

ENERGY 

PTRfDRMANCF 

CERTIFICATE 

SALES 


ALL UNDER ONE ROC 


Wake Green Road, Tipton, DY4 


£45,000 



INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY: Property For Sale with Current Tenant 
on a 6 Month Agreement £350 per month. Purpose Built First Floor Flat 
situated in a most sought after location. 


Avern Close, Tipton, DY4 

£ 110,000 



SOLD - Similar Properties Required - Buyers Waiting 


Bertram Close, Tipton, DY4 

£175,000 



SOLD - Similar Properties Required - Buyers Waiting 


Brookfield Way, Tipton, DY4 

£130,000 



SOLD - Similar Properties Required - Buyers Waiting 


Brunei Drive, Tipton, DY4 

£ 120,000 



SOLD - Similar Properties Required - Buyers Waiting 



Discovery Close, Tipton, DY4 

£149,950 


SOLD - Similar Properties Required - Buyers Waiting 

































Paul 

Dubberley 


pauldubberleyco.uk 


WEDNESBURY 




Old Park Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£150,000 


Hawthorn Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£150,000 



Kent Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£135,000 



p> b>SUMMARY /b>Beautifully presented semi-detached property 
having spacious accommodation throughout. A mixture of characterful 
features and modern fittings have been used to make this exceptional 


□p>nb>SUMMARYn/b>A lovely 3 bedroom FAMILY HOME OFFERING 
NO CHAIN. The property is in a popular location surrounded by 
local ameneties and schools. The property also offers easy access 


□p>nb>SUMMARYn/b>SPACIOUS family home offering DRIVE 
WAY, three good size bedrooms, MODERN fitted kitchen and 
bathroom, GREAT LOCATION for local AMENETIES, SCHOOLS and 


□p>Qb>SUMMARYn/b>EXTENDED SEMI - DETACHED & NO UPWARD 
CHAIN. This well presented property comprises of off road parking to 
the front, entrance hallway, through lounge, extended kitchen diner, 



Shaftesbury Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£125,000 


□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>VIEWING STRONGLY ADVISED. TRADITIONAL 
three bedroom semi detached residence offering OFF ROAD 
PARKING in a very SOUGHT AFTER LOCATION with an ATTRACTIVE 


Delville Close, Wednesbury, WS10 

£60,000 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>GROUND FLOOR MAISONETTE - NO CHAIN. 
Accommodation featuring one double bedroom, lounge, kitchen & shower 
room. Externally, there are communal grounds.nb>DESCRIPTIONn/ 



NEW HOMES s 

Pf RF^RMANcf SURVEY & 

CERTIFICATE VALUATIONS 

SALES & LETTINGS 


ALL UNDER O 


OOF 



St Lukes Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£69,950 


p> b>SUMMARY /b>Fantastic 1 bedroom ground floor apartment with 
its own entrance porch offers modern decor, great transport links and 
conveniently close to all local shops and schools.nb>DESCRIPTIONn/ 


Cobham Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 120,000 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>A WELL PRESENTED END TERRACE PROPERTY 
BENEFITING FROM OFF ROAD PARKING & A CONSERVATORY. 
Accommodation further features three bedrooms, lounge, modern style 


High Street, Moxley, Wednesbury, 

WS10 £100,000 



□p>nb>SUMMARYn/b>A well- presented THREE BEDROOM terraced 
family home offering entrance hallway, downstairs WC, CENTRAL 
HEATING and DOUBLE GLAZING (where specified). The property is in 



Accommodation includes two bedrooms, a lounge, modern kitchen & 
bathroom. Externally, the property benefits from an allocated parking 
space. 


Charlotte Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 110,000 



p> b>SUMMARY /b>End-terraced 3 BEDROOM home with a REAR 
EXTENSION, property has OFF ROAD PARKING to the front, is close 
to all local amenities and GREAT TRANSPORT LINKS. Offering NO 


Old Park Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£60,000 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>A NEATLY PRESENTED END TERRACE 
BUNGALOW BEING OFFERED TO BUYERS OVER THE AGE OF 55 
- Priced as a 50% share & being situated within a gated walkway the 


Vicar Street, Wednesbury, WS10 

£109,950 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>TRADITIONAL END TERRACED property with 
3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS. The property is located close to Wednesbury 
town, has great transport links being close to the MOTORWAY, BUS 


Cope Street, Wednesbury, WS10 

£95,000 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY. DOUBLE FRONTED 
property in need of modernisation. THREE DOUBLE BEDROOMS and 2 
RECEPTION ROOMS. The property offers easy access to BUS ROUTES, 


Blenheim Drive, Wednesbury, WS10 

£85,000 



□p>nb>SUMMARYn/b>Modern TWO BEDROOM 2nd floor 
apartment. Close to all local amenities and GREAT TRANSPORT 
LINKS. b>DESCRIPTION /b>A fantastic 2nd floor apartment offering 


Birmingham Street, Wednesbury, WS10 

£180,000 



□p>Db>SUMMARYn/b>VIEWING HIGHLY ADVISED TO FULLY 
APPRECIATE THIS WONDERFULLY MAINTAINED TRADITIONAL STYLE 
DETACHED FAMILY HOME OFFERED TO THE MARKET WITH NO 


0121 505 3533wednesbury@pauldubberley.co.uk 
97 Walsall Street, wednesbury WS10 9BY 



The Property 
Ombudsman 

SALES 
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SKITTS 


ESTATE AGENTS 


Sell Online from 99 Inc VAT 


□ 





Contact your Local High 
Street Branch. 

greatbridge@skitts.iiet 0121 520 2255 




KE5K7 


dudley@skitts.net 
bilston@skitts.net 
bloxwich@skitts. net 

willenhall@skitts. net 
sedgley@skitts. net 
wednesbury@skitts. net 
wednesfield@skitts. net 
westbromwich@skitts. net 
WQlverhampton@skitts. net 
lettings@skitts. net 


□ 1384 214 996 

□ 1902 353578 
□1922 478104 

□1902 631151 

□ 1902 686868 

□ 121 505 1818 
01902 732324 

□ 121 530 4240 
01902 788188 

□ 121 520 2255 


Sedgley Road East, Tipton ■ Cotterills Road, 

_ d:j nn nnn I 



















































































TOM GILES & Co 


E: general@tomgiles.net www.tomgiles.net 
Oldbury T: 0121 552 6171 



B ROWLEY REGIS 

BLACKBERRY LANE 


£135,000 


H 

a 


The opportunity to acquire an extended end of terraced 
house in need of slight improvement with potential for 
further extension to the side subject to planning approval. 
Central heating, double glazing, side garage/store and 
private rear garden. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating E 





OLDBURY 
TITFORD ROAD 


£305,000 


An opportunity to aquire a mixed Residential and 
Commercial premises comprising of detached family 
residence known as ‘Providence Cottage’ together with 
yard, detached stores/offices and a garage workshop. 
Central heating, double glazing. EPC Rating E 




SMETHWICK 
WEST PARK ROAD 


£225,000 


A traditional semi-detached house opposite West 
Smethwick Park in need of updating and modernisation 
and offering good sized accommodation. Benefits from 
separate downstairs W.C. and block paved driveway. 
EPC Rating D 




WEST BROMWICH 
SANDWELL ROAD NORTH 


£209,950 


A detached bungalow situated within half a mile 
of Sandwell Valley Country Park & Dartmouth Park 
benefitting from central heating, double glazing, private 
rear garden and garage and parking. NO UPWARD CHAIN. 
EPC Rating D 




OLDBURY 
PRYOR ROAD 


£179,950 


Extended semi-detached house with the benefit of a 
conservatory and dressing room, bathroom, central 
heating, double glazing, rear garden with summer house, 
garage and parking. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating D. 




OLDBURY 
EAST AVENUE 


£119,950 


Terraced house in need of general updating offering 
ideal first time purchase or investment opportunity with 
the benefit of central heating, double glazing, garden 
to front, parking at rear and low maintenance garden. 
EPC Rating D 




ROWLEY REGIS 
WINCHESTER CLOSE 


£65,000 


A recently re-decorated and well-presented second 
floor flat comprising communal entrance, uPVC entrance 
door, hallway, lounge, kitchen, two bedrooms, bathroom 
with shower over bath, double glazing, electric heating, 
allocated and communal parking. EPC Rating E. 




SMETHWICK 
ABBEY ROAD 


£725 pcm 


The opportunity to let a well presented good sized 
terraced house with the benefit of central heating and 
private garden at rear. Deposit £1000. EPC Rating E. 
Admin charges apply 



I OLDBURY 
STARKIE DRIVE 


£650 pcm 


A unfurnished modern semi-detached property 
benefitting from central heating, double glazing, off-road 
parking, front and rear gardens. Deposit - £950. EPC 
Rating D. Admin charges apply. 


I WEST BROMWICH 
LAW STREET 


£575 pcm 


A recently fully re-decorated and re-carpeted mid- 
terraced property offering potential long-term let and 
benefitting from central heating and double glazing. 
Deposit £800. EPC Rating D. Admin charges apply 




H willenhall 

FLETCHER ROAD 


£525 pcm 


8 

a 


A deceptively spacious two bedroomed semi-detached 
property benefitting from central heating, double glazing, 
downstairs W.C., off-road parking. Deposit £720. EPC 
Rating D. Admin charges apply 



OLDBURY £11,500 per 

BIRMINGHAM STREET annum 

A fully refurbished retail premises in prominent location with large 
open sales area and storage/kitchen area to rear. Access to rear. 
EPC Rating E 


Contact us for a 


FREE VALUATION 


T: 0121 552 6171 


team 


Bearwood 
0121 420 1010 

www.libertyestates.org.uk 


Cape Hill 

0121 565 1010 

info @lib e r ty e states.org.uk 


Rosebery Road, SMETHWICK 


Park Avenue, WOLVERHAMPTON 



Liberty Estate Agents are pleased to offer 
this well maintained terraced property 
comprising, two reception rooms, 
fitted kitchen, ground floor bathroom, 
four bedrooms, D/G and C/H where 
specified, front and rear gardens. IDEAL 
INVESTMENT OR FIRST PURCHASE!!! 




Offers Around £139,950 


I Mid terraced property comprising, hallway, 
o reception rooms, fitted kitchen, 

I ground floor bathroom, three bedrooms, 

I double glazed and centrally heated, front 
rear gardens. 


Offers Around £170,000 





Priory Road, DUDLEY 


Weston Avenue, Tividale 


Offers Around £175,000 


Offers Around £170,000 

■ 




SaltweUs Road, DUDLEY 


Bearwood Road, SMETHWICK 



I Semi detached property with no onward 
I chain comprising, porch, entrance hallway, 
I two reception rooms, fitted kitchen, three 
I bedrooms, refitted upstairs bathroom, 

I D/G and C/H where specified, garage. 

I driveway 



Semi detached property is being offered 
for sale on Weston Avenue. Comprising, 
living room, refitted kitchen, two double 
bedrooms, refitted bathroom, driveway, 
front and rear gardens, double glazed 
and centrally heated. An ideal first time 
purchase or investment. 



Liberty Estate Agents are pleased to offer 
this spacious reiurbished mid-terraced 
property comprising, vestibule, entrance 
hallway, through lounge, refitted kitchen, 
ground floor bathroom, three double 
bedrooms, D/G and C/H where specified, 
front and rear gardens. 


Offers Around 139,950 


Offers Around £129,950 


Offices at: 

12 Abbey Road, Bearwood, B67 5RD 33-35 Cape Hill, Smethwick, B66 4RX 


Offers Around £134,950 

Offers Around 135,000 
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Aeriels 


Carpets 


Fencing 


Wayne Toper / 

AERIALS \ 

. and Electrical 

t City§* 
* Guilds 

\ Qualified 

CMR )• IN TX ATILU AHO IUCT1ICAL TRA0C5 

fja^g itQinni 


Amor* TV Pxann 

nwo Warty IV» 

M-'wi' niaucM 
Cqmvio (IBS Syen** 

1KlpW> 

t*<r »i4i 

TV *•€ 

CCTV Oxr> 

Oenertt Eeax* Wort 
RftfWri««) A|hm etc 

ALL WOt* FUUX *6l*£D A GOAAAUTHD 

S« our reviews on- 

* Yell com 

: 

IP* SCMICW CrTtttN 1 
DISCOUNTS 0*EN 1 


0121 369 0975 

QUOm 07877 934 027 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS£55-SATELLITE£65 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


HIIHTER BUU * 


fflistmwii 
* Fascia and Soffits * Plastering and Tiling 


iii' 

For quote 

07752 506695 1 0121 556 7203 


Carpentry 


CW Joinery. 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS' 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


'External doors supplied and fitted from £210 
«Fit only, Paint or Stain available 


Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922709543 07810122133 




Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 

Burton Road, Gornal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 I SUN 10-3PM 

FREEPHONE _ 

0800 0853747 
01902 880541 


COVERS 


ALL AREAS 


Adrian Bromley 

0121 388 7116 


Electricians 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


MDB Electrical 

» Services 

All Electrical 
Work Undertaken 
To BS7671 -17th 
Edition - Domestic, 
Commercial,Industrial & 
Repairs. Free Estimate 
No Obligation 
No Job To Small 
Call: Mat 07572532097 
Office: 0121 556 4600 
mdbelectricalservicesuk 
@gmail.com 

Emergency Callout Service Available 


Decorating 


Cc our tone 



• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 



0121 4345679 07507070786 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 
Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


MEJ& elec trie 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality a m 

local service call: 5^ - 


The 

Q M 

Jot Man 

‘‘For those little jobs that 
just need doing” 

Special OAR Rates 
No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804124730 




M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Barton 07825568581 




JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free quotation 
No obligation 

01384 466950/ 
07944883248 

www.jdclandscapes.co.uk 


Cs^~eet | 


Alison Berrill Dip CFHP, MPS Pract 
Foot-Health Practitioner 
Mobile: 07467 448263 
Email: alison.berrili@ijahoo.co.uk 


LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’experience 


Mobile Hairdresser 


■MOBI LE 

HAIRDRESSER 

Cuts, Colours, Perms etc 


Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


T.L.S. Creative Gardening 


• Block Paving • Slabbing • Brickwork 
• Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing 
• Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121 - 601-8034 
07833 - 312-126 
07906-867776 

www.tlscreativegardens.co.uk 


$ 



WE SUPPLY AND 
FIT ALL TYPES OF 
FENCING & SLABBING 
www.sandwellstoneandfencing.i 

40-45 Park Lane, 

Oldbury B69 4LP 


T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1 .OOPM ON SATURDAYS 
SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
_ GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS _ 

PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME ^ 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, r^l 
1 1 9851 THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK Lggg | 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk - 


g 0121-565 4533 


Flooring 


A’uuMlajm 


Quality Doors 
& Hardwood 
Flooring 

1 . 0 * 

p p\Ct s 

PrWcdtrff'f&e- 



Dudley Road, Oldbury, Birmingham, West Midlands, B69 3DA 
T: 0121 533 5428 F: 0121 544 7186 E: birmingham@laver.co.uk 


Garage Doors 



L M S 

GARAGE DOORS 

All types of doors 1 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low cost;, same 
day repairaH 

For a free survey aim 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 118707 
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Gardening 


Plumbing & Heating 




J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 





Tree Felling 
Garden Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 




a 


Call Jason for a 
No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 

Tel: 01922 615936 
Mob: 07809 431703 




TREE & GARDEN 
. SERVICES 


• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

• Trimming 

• Felling 

• Turfing 

• Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing 

• Block-paving specialists 

• Drives 

• Patios 

• Paths Building work undertaken 

• Tarmacing - Red or Black 
Professional quality work at 
competitive prices 


All work undertaken 


Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 

Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 


Plumbing 


@11 


■HOUSEHOLD 

I— U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 


_ All installations and repairs nbst 
c Supply and fit or fit only ^ 1994 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449-0121-602 6776 J 

V* www.household-plumbing.co.uk 


4 

Solutions 


• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating Systems 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Power Flushing 

• Gas Appliance Installations 

• All Domestic Plumbing Work 




Diamond accredited 


^WORCESTER 




Visit our new showroom 

Unit B 15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 
Office open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

01384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk www.gasketsolutions.co.uk 




1 S2,rZXS 


\\M M H il s frl=H i H J =M W \A 1VW M H il s H=H i H J =M W \A 1VW iM H il 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 


Gas Safe registered 120506 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 



Get your boiler serviced 
and ready for winter 


Special Offers: 
Now On! 


Have you had > 
your boiler/fire 
checked for Carbo 
r Monoxide?? „ 


Insulation, repairs and services on boilers, 
fires and cookers 

Install A band condensing boiler with 
free wireless room stat from £1250 

Ex British Gas with 30 years experience 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


\\\ Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 

Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


550781 



teBsii 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 
Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 


0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 


West Bromwich 


KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 


NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 


07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 



ROB’S 


INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
^on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


RUBBISH 

■A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs 

■ no problem kt 

We load, J 

No Skips I t -a 

Free Estimates 

' Garden, Household, Shed, 
1 Garage, Fridges, White 
1 Goods, House Clearances 



Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 

wwwMtommentalironwork.co.uk 




Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


Tom Corbett Roofing Services 


Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip 8. Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement S. Cleaning 




A1 Little Job Man 


ass 


(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

> Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes i y 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 




Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 


Skip Hire 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


JVHNI/MIDI y 
SKIPS 


( 0121 ) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 


Plastering 



CA Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


\SEmnzm 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 



FreeAds 



'W Place a paid for advert 


(g) By Phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays 


^ Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


£ In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 


When you need 
us we’ll be there 


The co-operative funeralcare 



Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 


44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 


Dignity' 


Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


X 


1 

Family 



MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 



L Leisure 
Time 



Indoor Car Boot Sale. 

Walsall FC Supporters Club 

Bescot Crescent, WS1 4TS 
Doors open - Sellers 9am / Buyers 10am 

Entry 30p / Tables £5 & £7.50 


Booked on 01922 621179 



WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 


Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 



We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DS T: 0121 552 1170 


359 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QGT: 0121 314 8964 

www.centralengland.coop 


CARAVAN FOR SALE 

AB1 Hempstead 2005, sited at 
Ty Mawr Holiday Park, near 
Abergele. 36x12, 3bedroom / 8 
berth, fully CH and DG. Site 
fees paid for 2017. 

Lovely condition. 
£17,995 ono. 01745 822373. 



STATIC CARAVAN 
SOMERSET 

Lovely holiday home sited on 
the 4 star Doniford Bay. 
Stunning views and walks 
across tne Somerset Coast. 
Great facilities. 

£18,799. 

Call or text Joe 
07814 923168. 


V.W. TRANSPORTER 
CAMPERVAN X 82 4-BERTH 

MoT. Last of the air cooled. 2.0. 
Cooker. Fridge. Pop up roof. 
Needs TLC. 

£2,500 offers. 

07724 346850. 



HALLAM STREET 
METHODIST CHURCH 

West Bromwich 

JUMBLE SALE 
Saturday, February 25,2017. 

at 12 noon. 



LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for Sale 
on 5* Park, DG, CH, bar & restau¬ 
rant. Child & pet friendly, 20 acres 
walking woodland £24,995 inc 
2017 site fees Call 01568 708 326. 


A 

markets 

V_ 




FURNITURE NOT SOLD why not 

donate it to care for patients at 
Katharine House Hospice. Call us 
now on 01785 760715 


LARGE CORNER SOFA 
SUITE 

Stratus 111, modular. 
From Next, soft plain dark mink, 
excellent condition. 

Only 2 months old. 

£790 ono. 

07818 084519. 


RED LEATHER Large 2 seater 
settee, 1 chair, large pouffee, 18 
months old. £600. 0121 532 6244. 



SMALL FRIDGE £50. Small 
Freezer. £50.Clean. 

0121 532 6244. 



mmgR xb 


Supply and Fit or DIY 


Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 


Freephone 0500 506041 or 
01922 712184 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£16 each (inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 


Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 



ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

MEMORY FOAM mattress, double, 
still wrapped, easycare, sell £150 
ono. 07521 857432. 


ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

No amount is too small 
A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
•ALL SILVER* All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


WANTED 

OMEGA WATCHES 

Omega wrist watches, working 
or not. 

Top prices paid. 

Please call Ken. 

07984 047597. 

READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

WANTED FOR CASH three piece 
suites, up to £100 paid 
Call 01785 815925/ 07947 627142. 



CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 



Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



' —X 

service 

\___ 

AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation, wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 

RESULTS 



“TV Link are really 
pleased with their 
response from 
their Classified 
Campaign” 


Bill-TV Link 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



\ 

aerials 

V___ 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 


I /Mjl AERIALS | 

ISaTEUUIJiEi&lCCTiVA 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 


^ I 

^ bathrooms ^ 


Ijk BathrooBawetroor 

07392379741 or 01543 529648 

BATHROOM DESIGN. All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms. 07850 382548. 

JR Bathrooms Over 20 years expe¬ 
rience in bathrooms ana plastering. 
07392 379741 / 01543 529648. 

building services^ 

M DAMP 

M PROOFING 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, 
building & plastering work « 

FREE QUOTES 

07538 118034 or 01902 752161 

^ building supplies^ 

QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 
RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 

carpentry & ^ 

k joinery 

B & S JOINERY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 

Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 

^ carpet fitters ^ 

A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 

^ cleaning 

SURE CLEAN SOLUTIONS 

Domestic & Commercial cleaners 
For all general cleaning of: Factories, 
Offices, Houses, Shops, Retail Parks, 
Front of shop cleaning. Also Garden 
maintenance and Graffiti removal. 
01922 334045 

^ fencing 


Advertising 

Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 


# 


L PORTWRV 

'fencing 


SPECIAL OFFER 

6x5 Heavy Duty Lap Panels 

£12.95 each 

Fitting service available oi 


0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon 4 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury ^ 


gates 


Brought to you by Express & Star 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 
DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


gardening 
v services 


] 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 



All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 

^ patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 


wm.lardywoodlardscapirg.co.uk 


01922898 710 / 07973177 976 


J&B TREE CARE Landscape and 
Jetwashing Services. All Pesticide 
/Fungicide work. Free fixed quotes: 
07786 166856/ 01922 4 " 


v. 


gas fitting 


] 


BRI S GAS CENTRAL HEATING 


Central heating and Boiler 
changes for all your heating 



GAS ^ 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


handyman 

services 



FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 

RESULTS 



I average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 
I am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


DAVIES INSTALLATIONS Building 


07793 747829 / 01543 300444. 


HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes. 07850 559315. 


LOCK & CARPENTRY Plumbing, 
Plastering, Slabbing and Roofing. 
01902 683100 or 07935 906384. 
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^ house clearances^ 


CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 

House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece 
suites and leather 
chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE Full, part 
and single rubbish removed. 
Garage and sheds cleared. Leather 

3 piece suites / leather chesterfields 
wanted. Call now 01922 492007. 

^ kitchen fitters 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

^ lock services ^ 

LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 

painters / 
v decorators 

A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 

C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 

LADY DECORATOR, full house or 
one wall - to customer requirments. 
For a quote call 07522 643706. 

^ plans prepared | 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

^ plastering 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503 / 07519 694516 

D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER¬ 
ING Fast, clean, reliable service. 
Also building work. Free Quotes 
07793 747829 or 01543 300444. 

M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve- 
ments.MarkorSara: 07741 7/0897 

MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01922 606503 or 07519 694516. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 

^ plumbers 

LAURIE KENNEDY domestic 
plumbing, no job too small, Insured. 
No call out fee: 07901 345884. 

plumbing & ^ 

v heating 

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
01922 660410 or 07540 950588. 

GAS CENTRAL HEATING Central 
heating and Boiler changes. Gas 
Safe, Free Quotes: 07497 826697. 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or larae. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 

^ removals 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 

Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
-- - --” ’ 362227. 


considered. Call on 07867 86: 


distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


[ffiSMES&aMBHBB 

SsmsSSlfe 

All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery laster than a phone call! 1! 

Open 7 days a week 


07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
( 0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
I RESULTS^" 



“Thanks to 
our Classified 
advertising in the 
Express & Star we 
are really busy! 


It definitely 
works for us!” 


Grinsells Skip Hire. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


AAA SKIP HIRE All sizes available, 
competitive prices. Call: 01922 
711411 (option 2) or 07592 940556. 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 


Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543500677 07738851601 


L 


A 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PR0M0T I NG 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli- 


STORAGE CONTAINERS to rent 
from £25pw. Bloxwich area. Call 
07976 390557. 07968 318429. 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 



FOR SALE 
IN ALICANTE SPAIN 

Four bed Villa. 

Sleeps 11, kitchen, lounge and 
dining area, 3 bathrooms. 
Fully furnished. 

Large swimming pool. 


Garage including car and 
private gated. 


Plot in excess of 2000sqm. 

Offers around £190,000 ono. 
07711 058123. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


properties wanted 


WE PAY 100% of purchase price 


Sell your HOUSE-SIMPLE 


You agree the price, we buy the house. 


BLACK 

COUNTRY 

HOMES 


I NO AGENTS FEES I COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 
I FREE SOLICITORS I ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION yrV 


CASH NOW 


FOR YOUR •Legal Fees Paid 

UnilCC • No Fees 
llUUtfE • Any Condition 






CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS 




1 

* 


‘We have been advertising 
in the Express & Star 
and Chronicles for over 
20 years and consider it a 
key part of our business 
with the regular flow 
of calls, which our 
advertising generates.” 

Black Country Homes 


For great business results call 

01902 319191 


Classified 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS 


“I am really pleased with 
the response 
I get from my Classified 
Advertising!” 


Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


Classified 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Home Cash Buyer 


Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 


Houses /Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 


Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 

We can help you all circumstances considered 
make a fresh start complete on date to suit 

With solutions to suit... fflEE «*n« * .««* . 

you can clear your debts FRIENDLY ADVICE . 

and make a fresh start LOCAL COMPANY 

I MARION I PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 


OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 




NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 


let. 


WALSALL ROOMS in shared house 
to let, Dss considered. From 
£70pw, inc all bills.07825 581676. 


RUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 


J9 


Ac commodiiilon 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 

from £90 pw* 
Rooms 

from 


"Includes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


(WELLS808020 

J9accommodation.com 




WE LOVE TO 
TENANTS \? 

Move in today and enjoy the rest of 
FEBRUARY RENT FREE 


We currently have Rooms / Bedsits / Studios 
and 1 Bedroom Flats available in: 


• Wolverhampton - within 5 minutes'walk of the city 
centre 

• Willenhall - 2 mins of the main Morrison's close to 
town centre 

• West Bromwich - Just off the high street 

• Darlaston - Just off the high street 

Other 2 & 3 bedroom houses available. 

Call for more info. 

Good quality accommodation at affordable rents, 

ALL INCLUSIVE RENTS AVAILABLE. 

DSS 35+ welcome. Proof of benefit income required! 
Flexible deposit plan payment scheme. 

Call 07791 476943 to book your viewing TODAY! 
Referral fees also offered if you refer a friend! 


A 


Jobs 


SUPPORT WORKERS required, 
days and nights for care home in 
Black Country.(Learning Disability) 
Refs & DBS check required. Call 
Debbie 01902 411890. 


RHINO GATES LIMITED 

Wednesbury 

require 

FABRICATOR/WELDER 

£25/35K per annum. 
Depending on Experience. 
This position would suit an 
honest, experienced 
professional. Who can 
manage their own work load 
and is happy to work 
unsupervised. But with full 
support of the business owner. 
Please call Nick 
on 0121 502 3564 
or 07714 772 788 
anytime or email 
nick@rhinogates.co.uk 
for an initial informal chat. 


ADR COURSES WITH CRH 

Now back in the Black Country. 
From W/C 26th Sept 0121 3231777 


BIRMINGHAM: 21-22 JUNE 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 15-16JULY 


Accredited 

ocn 



Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 


NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community - MOD 


full time - general 


M 


allatitf 


Full Time Internal Sales/Sales Administrator 


Based in Oldbury, the successful candidate will work as part of a team to 
support the Field Sales Engineers and provide an important link between 
the engineers and the client. 


The role involves processing all sales-related paperwork, ensuring a high 
level of customer service and proactively calling new and existing clients. 
A good portion of your time will be spent on communicating and handling 
customer information quickly 

You will have a confident outgoing personality, professional manner, 
attention to detail, a good knowledge of Microsoft and outstanding levels 
of numeracy and literacy. 

Please forward your CV together with a covering letter indicating current 
salary to jennifer.chantry@mallatitie.co.uk no later than 28/02/2017. 


MAINTENANCE ENGINEER 
REQUIRED 


must have experience in 
Breakdown and 
General Maintenance, and 
some electrical knowledge to 
maintain Slitting 
Machines/Rolling Mills. 
Good Rates of pay for an 
experienced person. 


Birmingham Area. 

’lease apply only with CV t< 
quality@staystrip.co.uk 


1000s OF JOBS AT 
YOUR FINGER TIPS 

Register your CV today, visit: • 


.expressandstar.com 




WE CAN HELP YOU FIND 
YOUR PERFECT JOB! 


CV UPLOAD 
JOB ALERTS 
CV MATCHING 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, February 23, 2017 
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ClassffiedAds 



Birmingham 

Airport 


PART TIME STAFF REQUIRED 

AT BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT - Starting at £9.72 per hour 

This is an exciting opportunity to join Birmingham Airport 
in the Security Team. 

We are offering permanent positions on annualised hours 
contracts working a non-fixed roster pattern to fulfil either 912 hours 
or 1460 hours per annum. 

All we ask in return is that you must be able to work a variety of shifts, 
provide a 5 year checkable history along with a CRC Certificate and 
CTC clearances and have been living in the UK for the last 3 years. 

If you are customer focused and would like to know more please visit 
our website at https://www.birminghamairport.co.uk/careers/ 
latest-vacancies/ for further information and to complete an 
online application form. 


YARD FOREMAN required for 
Wednesbury based scaffolding 
company. Duties to include yard 
labouring, storeman and general 
maintenance. Must have driving 
licence and over 18. E17.5K p.a. 
Email CV’s to 

stuart@sbbs-site.co.uk 



GENTS HAIRDRESSER 
(Barber required) 
Also 

School Leaver for 
Apprenticeship 
Quinton 

Tel 0121 422 4104 



**•*•■*' 
wn* 

to** 1 " 
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NEWS DELIVERERS 


needed in the Causeway Green 
area of Oldbury. 

Please contact 

Customer Services on 
0800174064. 


PART TIME CARE STAFF required 
to make home visits to patients in 
the Wednesfield and Willenhall 
Area. Please Ring (01902) 602877 



Motoring 







VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 
ACTIVE 

White. 3 Door. 2012. 
Excellent Condition. 

MoT Sept 2017. 27,000 miles. 
Lady Owner. Air Con, 
Front Fog Lights, 

Half leather seats. 
£4,495 

07846 979087. 


FORD FIESTA, 59 reg, 57k, red, 7 
months MoT, £20 tax, diesel, front 
and rear parking sensors, privacy 
glass, £3,750 ono. 07758 608398. 



HYUNDAI COUPE 

2004. Red. 10 months MoT. 
66k. New clutch kit fitted. 
CD/Radio. E/SR. E/W. 

New Bosch wiper blades/brake 
pads fitted. Good tyres. 
Well looked after car. Reliable. 
Genuine callers only. 
£1,700 ono. 

01543 469045/07523 732092. 



JAGUAR X-TYPE ESTATE 


2.0 DIESEL. 

2007. Tow bar. 
MoT November. 
Clean and reliable. 

£1,795 ono. 
01785 712791. 



13 plate, 13,700 miles, FSH, 
Mid Purple, 5 door. 

In excellent condition. 


£3,999. 
01543 877473. 



VAUXHALL TIGRA 1.4 


EXCLUSIV CONVERTIBLE 

2007. Silver. 62,000 miles. 2 
previous owners. Air Con. 
Heated seats. Leather trim. 10 
months MoT. Service History. 

Immaculate condition. 

£1,995. 

07977 939497. 



VOLVO 2004 XC90 
D5 SE AWD 7 SEATER 


New cam belt and clutch. 
History. 

113,000 miles. 
Excellent condition. 
New MoT. 
£3,850. 

07818 243206. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 



FORD KA 


2008, 58 reg, 59,000 miles, met 
black, cream leather interior, 
MoT July 2017, lady owner, 
e/w, pas, c/I, CD player, vcar, 
very clean and tidy, drives well. 

£795 ono. 

07946 835467. 


BARGAIN 


ROVER 25 IMPRESSION 

2002, 5-dr, green, 1,4cc, 
55,000 miles, service history, 
12 months MoT, PAS, remote 
central locking, electric 
windows, CD player, drives like 
new, stunning condition, 
60mpg. 

£480. 

07722 921378. 


1 ST TO SEl 
WILL BUY 


SUZUKI INGNIS 

07. MoT. 

Silver. 75,000 miles. 
Lady owner. 
Drives like new. 
Very clean. 

Very good condition. 
£1,500. 

07776 144575. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 


Oldbury Area. 
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0330 022 6244/07008 026348. 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

The proposed development does not accord with the provisions of the Development Plan 
in force in the area in which it is situated. 

DC/17/60190 Mr S Singh Chahal Land Adj Cargo Carriers Change of use of 

Cargo Carrier (Midland) Limited adjoining land to 

Cargo Business Park haulage yard, and 

Bagnall Street perimeter fencing. 

Golds Hill 
Tipton DY4 7BS 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR NICK BUBAL0, Director - Regeneration and Economy 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 
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Express * Star 


DATING 


Here’s how to use your dating service 


your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 


your ad by text 

xt followed by your first name, date 
area and your advert (max 155 characters) 
to FREE Standard Network rates apply. 

YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


1 To Reply to members 
call: 


0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 



0906 500 3957 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://dating.expressandstar.COm 


Single Women 



CHLOE pretty single female 36yrs, 
dark hair/eyes, slim build, very lonely 
and looking for reliable discreet male 
for mutual companionship maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:426079 0 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated 
brunette seeks no strings mutual 
pleasure with gent 40+ Must be 
discreet, married or single. ACA. 
Tel: 0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
BROWN eyed Brummie female, 66, 
smoker, likes music, cinema, theatre, 
meals out, WLTM male 67-74 for 
LTR. Text only. Mailbox: 5780679 0 
JANE, young 41, very broadminded 
seeks chap any age for discreet no 
strings fun, any age, no time wasters 
ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

KELLY young attractive vivacious 
48yr old lady, loves good food, cosy 
nights in/out, holidays etc, WLTM 
male for mutual companionship 
without ties. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425913 0 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but 
bored, seeks discreet adult fun, any 
area, all calls answered. Tel: 0906 
515 3019 Box: 413399 
EILEEN mid 60s seeks gent 50s-60s 
for friendship, possibly much more. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425341 0 

EMILY, mature well educated lady, 
blonde and smart and broadminded 
seeks gent any age for no strings 
fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3023 Box 
421375 

KELLY young attractive vivacious 
48yr old lady, loves good food, cosy 
nights in/out, holidays etc, WLTM 
male for mutual companionship 
without ties. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425913 0 
SARAH, 39yrs, married, seeking 
chap for no strings intimate times. 
Special friendship, mutual respect. 
Give me a call. Tel: 0906 515 3031 
Box 408291 

DONNA naughty 40's, pretty, loves 
nights in, gym, theatre, seeks 
someone to make me laugh, give lots 
of cuddles and go on fun dates. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425867 0 

TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open minded. 
Pis call if you are discreet, broad 
minded and nice. I can travel and 
accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3007 Box 422365 

DAWN 33yr old female looking for 
companionship with understanding, 
non-jealous male 35-55yrs. Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425849 0 
CARLY, 34yrs, attractive and 
discreet military wife seeks no strings 
fun with respectable gent. Tel: 0906 
515 3039 Box 424419 
KAREN, 52,5ft5, short browny/blond 
hair, green eyes, medium build, 
GSOH, loving, caring and kind, likes 
to do lots of things, likes a laugh, 
WLTM similar gent, hope to hear 
from you soon! Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No:425917 
JEAN, 40, 5ft slim, busty blonde, 
new to dating and fed up of going 
through the pub scene, WLTM down 
to earth male for adult company. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425671 0 

ATTRACTIVE well educated lady, 
mid 30's, solvent, professional, seeks 
discreet broad minded gent. ACA. 
Tel: 0906 515 3043 Box 425891 
ANETTA, black cuddly lady seeks 
man who knows what a woman 
needs. I’m very friendly and have 
time for you. Please call or text me. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425933 0 

MELINDA, 52yrs, attractive and 
broad minded seeking chap any age 
for some fun. Couples also. Text 
only Mailbox: 4131946 0 


JANE, attractive and young looking 
60 something lady, active, outgoing 
with interesting personality, hoping to 
meet a kind gent for occasional 
meetings. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425931 0 
JOSIE, sexy black lady, 52yrs seeks 
adult times with concerning gent, any 
age, discreet clean, womanly figure. 
Text only Mailbox: 4028592 0 
GILLY, slim petite lady, affectionate 
and loving, solvent with own home, 
hoping to meet gent, must be kind, 
looks unimportant. ACA/text 
answered. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425929 0 
ANNABELLE, sophisticated 28yrs 
hoping to meet older gent for adult 
fun, discreet, sincere, genuine 
advertiser. Text only Mailbox: 
4157105 0 

MERRY widow seeks lovely lonely 
gent for companionship. Please call, 
we can have a chat and see how we 

get on. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 425927 0 

AMANDA, slim blonde, 50s seeks 
discreet gent for special times, 
mutually beneficial to us both. Call 
now. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 425327 0 

SARA, 43, educated, independent, 
attractive female, nervous about 
dating through advertising, so pis 
don't disappoint me by not replying. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425703 0 

BROWN eyed female, 66, smoker, 
likes music, cinema, theatre, meals 
out, WLTM male 67-74 for LTR. Text 
only. Mailbox: 5501142 0 
MICHELLE, 34, blonde blue-eyed 
happy female, loves heels and being 
feminine, OHAC, self sufficient, 
looking for male for long-term 
romance and more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425669 0 
FEMALE, 66 yrs old, looks young, 
loves to laugh, n/s, who is genuine, 
caring and just wants to be loved 
again. Text only. Mailbox: 
5750819 0 

MARIE, very attractive curvy widow, 
longing for romance, seeking 
country-loving male with old- 
fashioned values for lots of TLC. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425599 0 

SUE 38yrs enjoys most things, 
meals in/out, easygoing, 
broadminded, passionate, slightly 
feisty, looking for adult fun, call me if 
your interested in spicing things up. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425587 0 

KATHY 37, gorgeous mixed race 
single female, 5ft 8ins, slim, sensual, 
just looking for kind, trustworthy guy 
any age, looks or race. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425589 0 
JACKIE, 56yrs, attractive lady who 
is lots of fun seeks like-minded gent 
for nights in, days out and much 
much more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:424491 0 
SUE, 60s lady, calling all gents who 
seek a mature solvent stylish lady, I 
can wine and dine you, you will have 
a nice time, call or text me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424781 0 
JAN 41, fed up of sitting at home 
every weekend watching TV alone. 
Feel the same and looking for love? 
please contact me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425497 0 
STACY 28yr old gorgeous brunette 
with buxom figure, intelligent and 
sensual, WLTM genuine male to get 
to know for fun dates and more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425457 0 

SARAH, 41, dizzy blonde, blue eyes, 
loves to dance seeks affectionate, 
hunky, fun male to make her laugh 
and brighten up her day. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 425413 0 
YOUNG looking Indian female, 40, 
enjoys meals in/out, good company 
and conversation, looking for 
likeminded male. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425493 0 
SUE, attractive genuine lady, own 
home, loves to spoil a man, give me 
a call or text. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424673 0 


VIKKI 32yr old active female, 
confident, fit, loves night outs, 
looking for similar assertive male. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425453 0 

WANTED gent 50-76 for cosy nights 
in, good times, call or text me, you 
won’t be sorry. I’m attractive and 
have lots to offer. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425339 0 
CAROL petite brunette, 38yrs, 
romantic, affectionate, outgoing, 
seeks similar sensual male for nice 
times together. Any age/looks. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425395 0 

LADY, looking for a mature, caring, 
loving gentleman, 55-70, to enjoy the 
finer things of life with and to be my 
best friend. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425309 0 
ROZ, 43, tactile, sensual, loves to 
dress up, and wear heels, seeks 
genuine caring male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425597 0 
JEAN, mature lady, genuine with 
many hobbies, slim, blonde and 
attractive. WLTM interesting gent 
with GSOH, must be cheerful, looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424675 0 
KATHERINE, 28, tall, slim, dark, blue 
eyed female with many interests, 
OHAC, WLTM interesting male for 
dates, and more. Single dad 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425287 0 
SHARON 36yr old single mum 
looking for loving guy who will 
appreciate me and help repair my 
broken heart. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425283 0 

Single Men 

SEMI retired business man, early 
60s, slim, well travelled, fit, tanned, 
good looking, solvent and very 
discreet, WLTM female, 35-55, for 
daytime fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425183 

MALE, 60s, 5ft10, slim build, looking 
to meet female, for a mature adult 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 426053 

MALE, 58, works in agriculture, lives 
in North Shropshire area, likes the 
countryside, days at the coast even 
in the winter, meals out, looking for 
loving, caring, country girl, 50s-60s. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
426037 

SINGLE male, 31 years old, brown 
eyes, black hair, 6ft, seeks single 
slim athletic build lady similar age for 
fun, hopefully more. Text only. 
Mailbox: 4765584 0 
JAY, attractive, 6ft2, single father, 
loves a laugh and a giggle, looking 
for a lady for evenings out, company 
and maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424303 0 
CHRISTIAN, 57, 6ft, dark, likes 
walking, nice meals and socialising, 
looking for discreet times with a 
similar fun lady. If you are interested 
please contact me. I look forward to 
hearing from you. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425947 
STEVE, 59, sincere and genuine, 
likes pub meals, country walks and 
cinema, seeks Chinese, Tia, Black, 
Asian or Italian lady, looks 
unimportant but personality is, for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425831 

I am looking for a lady friend to enjoy 
my retirement with. I enjoy going out 
for meals and would like some 
company. Text only. Mailbox: 
5777872 0 

CALLING all ladies 40+ who would 
like to be wined, dined and romanced 
by attractive gent, 54 years please 
call or text me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425943 0 
PROFESSIONAL gent, mid 60s 
loves holidays, wining dining, shows 
in London, seeking similar minded 
lady to romance. Own house car. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425941 0 

CHRISTIAN male 51, seeking 
Christian female, 35-45 for 
friendship, possibly more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 423747 0 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


JOHN, mid sixties widower, cultured 
and interesting, solvent with own 
home. WLTM lady 55+ for genuine 
companionship. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425939 0 
GENUINE single gent, 55yrs, seeks 
friendship hopefully leading to true 
love with lady 35-55, looks 
unimportant. Please call or text me. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425937 0 

SOLVENT gentleman, young 70s, 
loves life seeking a lady of any age 
to spoil and pamper, take on 
holidays, wine and dine. Genuine 
advertiser. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425935 0 
ADVENTUROUS 36-year-old male, 
slim, dark hair, has many interests, 
seeks female for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 417235 0 

MARRIED businessman, mid fifties, 
seeks lady for discreet adult fun. Any 
age/looks unimportant. Text only. 
Mailbox: 5534019 0 
MALE,"607tall and slim, WLTM older 

female of larger build, any age, any 
status, for adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425807 
TALL male, 58, seeks larger woman, 
any age, for discreet fun, married or 
single. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425643 

GENUINE male, 37, friendly and 
easygoing, enjoys sport and keep fit, 
WLTM genuine female 25-45, for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420253 
TALL, dark, attractive male, 57, 
WLTM an attractive female for 
discreet daytime fun, 25-50. Can 
travel. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425759 0 
MALE, late 60s, medium build, 5ft10, 
n/s, car owner, likes meals out, 
holidays, walks, WLTM slim, 
attractive female who enjoys similar 
activities for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425757 
ATTRACTIVE Shrewsbury male, 
50s, WLTM an attractive female, any 
age/status, for discreet daytime fun 
and excitement, ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422801 
GARY, 46, 5ft10, blue eyes, GSOH,' 

likes football, quiet nights in, nights 
out, cinema, walking, travelling, 
looking for a likewise woman, 35-50, 
bubbly and fun loving with a GSOH. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425441 0 

I'M Andy, 52, looking for a lady, 50- 
65, for long term relationship, so text 
me and lets see what happens. Text 
only. Mailbox: 53966921 
MATURE male, 50, medium-build, 
varied interests, seeks true Christian 
female, 35-45, who enjoys evenings 
in and dining out, for friendship or 
possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283 
ATTRACTIVE male, 58, seeks 
adventurous female, 50-70, for close 
fun. Any status or size. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425535 
DAN 46, easy going chap WLTM a 
lady 40+ for an uncomplicated 
discreet friendship with on strings 
fun. Discretion guaranteed. Text 
only. Mailbox: 5595608 0 
WELL made broad male, 5ft lOins, 
medium build, looking for some adult 
fun with lovely sexy lady, possible 
LTR or friends with benefits. Text 
only. Mailbox: 5321154 0 
MIKE 49, slim, young looks, seeks 
female, 35-50 for friendship and 
going out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:356651 

MATURE male, 50, medium-build, 
varied interests, seeks true Christian 
female, 35-45, who enjoys evenings 
in and dining out, for friendship or 
possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283 
MATURE male, 70s, tall, retired, 
recovering alcoholic, WLTM 
someone understanding, maybe in 
the same situation for friendship and 
mutual support. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425263 
YOUNG looking 63 year old male, 
GSOH, friendly, considerate, 
attractive, looking for a naughty 
female, any age/status, for adult fun 
and friendship. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425243 0 



http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone com¬ 
pany’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text 
DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 
80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where 
phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and 
do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving 
these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide 
and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 20/02/17 
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From spring, the Skoda Citigo is being presented 
with comprehensive upgrades to the exterior design 
and some revisions in the interior. 

Bonnet, radiator grille, bumpers and fog lights with 
optional cornering function come in a new design. 
Specially designed 15-inch alloy wheels complete the 
new look. Skoda’s city car impresses with its generous 
amount of space, excellent layout, high level of safety, 
great handling, efficient drivetrain variants and numerous 
‘Simply Clever’ features. Value for money - typical of 
the brand - rounds off the city runabout’s offering. The 
Skoda Citigo will celebrate its premiere at the Geneva 
International Motor Show next month. 

With the revisions, the Citigo has grown by 34 mm to 
a length of 3,597 mm. The width of the five-door version 
remains at 1,645 mm and the height at 1,478 mm. 

Thanks to its generous 2,420-mm wheelbase, Skoda 
engineers were able to create an interior which also 
offers sufficient space for rear passengers. The 251 litre 
boot, which increases to 951 litres when the rear seats 
are down, ranks amongst the best competitor values. 

It is the perfect vehicle for urban mobility: compact 
yet spacious, economical and nimble at the same 
time, attractive, safe and equipped with many practical 
‘Simply Clever’ features. 

Available in S, SE, SE L and Monte Carlo trim levels, UK 
customers can also opt for the stylish Colour Edition. 



A Kiwi Green body colour is a new addition 

The front section has been: a new bonnet, a redesigned 
radiator grille in typical Skoda design, modified bumpers 
and updated fog lights create a fresh, young look. The 
tinted tail lights are now also available for the SE trim line. 
A colour package with roof and wing mirrors offset in 
white or black is available for Colour Edition. 

The front headlights are fitted with LED daytime running 
lights and the fog lights come with an optional cornering 
function, which lights up the area the vehicle is turning 
into on junctions with poor visibility. To this end, the 
cornering function automatically switches on the left or 
right fog light when turning at speeds of up to 25 mph. 

New 15-inch alloy wheels in silver and anthracite for the 
SE L trim level and the Kiwi Green body colour, which is a 
new addition to the programme, complete the options for 
creating an individual exterior design. 

One of the many active safety features is the automatic 
braking function City Safe Drive. The optional Emergency 
Brake helps to prevent collisions in urban traffic. The 
assistance system is automatically activated at speeds 
between 3 and 19 mph. A laser sensor, integrated in 
the windscreen, scans a 10-metre area in front of the 
car. In the event of an impending collision - if the driver 
does not react - the braking system is primed and the 
hydraulic Brake Assist function becomes more sensitive. 

If necessary, the system initiates a full application of the 
brakes to bring the car to a standstill or - if the driver 
is not braking hard enough - supports the driver by 
providing full braking. 

The interior has a clean and clearly arranged design 
and layout of the instruments as well as with a two-colour 
dashboard in the higher trim levels. The new-generation 
Blues and Swing radio models offer many connectivity 
options - ranging from an aux-in socket to an SD card 
slot and a USB socket. A colour display, six speakers and 
a Bluetooth connection are added to the Swing variant. 

Two modern three-cylinder petrol engines are available. 
The front-, transverse-mounted engines with a 1.0-litre 
capacity drive the front wheels. Despite their small 
capacity, the engines distinguish themselves through 
high torque with low noise levels. The entry-level engine 
is the 1.0 MPI with 60 PS and 95 Nm of torque at 3,000 
rpm. From a standing start, it accelerates the Citigo to 62 
mph in 14.4 seconds, reaches atop speed of 100 mph 
and averages 68.9mpg on the combined cycle. 

With the 75 PS 1.0 MPI, maximum torque of 95 Nm is 
available at 3,000 rpm. The additional power is due to 
the modified engine control of the three-cylinder model. 

It accelerates to 62mph in 13.5 seconds, reaches a 
top speed of 107 mph and averages 68.9mpg on the 
combined cycle. All values apply to the variant with 
5-speed manual gearbox, with start-stop system and 
brake energy recovery. 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 
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201616 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2013 13 MERCEDES 


2013 13 VAUXHALL 2013 13 VAUXHALL ASTRA 201616 ABARTH 595 


1.6 CDTi 5-dr, VX Line, Sat A200 CDi AMG PACK Blue, ANTARA 2.2 2WD GTC SRi COUPE 1.6 TURBO 3500 TURBO 150PS 


Nav, Bluetooth, Grey, 38k 

£14,995 
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40k, Bluetooth 

£14,995 


EXCLUSIV 35k, Silver 

£9,995 


200 PS Silver, 32k 

£8,995 


White, 3k 

£11,495 


DELIVERY MILES 


2014 64 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 

SPORTS TOURER B1 -TURBO Vauxhall Meriva Exclusiv 1.4 Vauxhall Combo Swb from 

£14 R 995 from £10695 £10695+VAT 


DELIVERY MILES 


Vauxhall Adam Jam from 

£9195 


Vauxhall Vivaro Swb from 

£11695 


NOW ONLY! 

15/65 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.6 CDTi SRi 23,000 miles, Silver, 5-dr. £12,495 

10/60 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 CDTi SRi 5-dr. Black, 52,000 miles_,. £6695 

14/64 VAUXHALL CORSA1.3 CDTi EXCITE 5-dr. Blue, 22,500 miles. £8995 

12/62 FORD FIESTA ZETEC1.2 PETROL 5-dr. White, 19,000 miles. £6995 

14/63 VAUXHALL ASTRA SRi 1.4 TURBO 5-dr. White, 21,000 miles. £8995 

14/14 VAUXHALL M0KKASE 1.7 CDTi Orange, 38,000 miles. 


. £12,995 

15/65 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.6 CDTi SRi Sat Nav, 5-dr, 15,000 miles, Black. £13995 

15/65 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.6 CTDi SRi Sat Nav, 5-dr, 18,000 miles, Black. £13995 

16/65 VAUXHALL M0KKA 1.6 Petrol, 2WD, Black, 17,540 miles. £12995 

10/10 VAUXHALL CORSA SRi 1.4 3-dr, 28,000 miles, Black, Air Con, Alloys. £5795 

15/65 VAUXHALL M0KKA1.6 SE Petrol, 2WD, Black, 14,200 miles. £13495 

13/62 VAUXHALL CORSA SRi 1.4 3-dr, Red, 25,000 miles, Air Co, Alloys. £6495 

15/15 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 2.0 CDTi SRi 7 Seats, MPV, Alloys, 9722 miles. £13995 

16/16 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 TURBO SRi Sat Nav, 5-dr, Red, 11,000 miles. £13995 

16/16 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 SRi Sat Nav, 5-dr, Silver, 10,000miles. £13995 

15/15 VAUCHALL INSIGNIA ELITE CDTi Sat Nav, Silver, Alloys, Upgrade, 11,500 miles ....£14995 

09/09 NISSAN QASHQAI + 21.6 PETROL Gold, One Lady Owner, Only 24,000 miles, 

7 Seats. £7995 

11/61 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi 5-dr. A/C, Silver, 34,000 miles. £5995 

15/65 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SE 5-dr. Choice of Colours/Miles. £9250 

16/16 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA VXR LINE 1.6 CDTi 5-dr. Grey, 4,000 miles. £14,995 

12/62 PEUGEOT 3008 ACTIVE HDi AUTOMATIC Bronze, 28,000 miles. £7995 

15/65 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 PETROL DESIGN ESTATE TOURER Red, 8,000 miles. £9995 

15/64 VAUXHALL CASCADA 2.0 SE CDTi S/S Gold, 24,584 miles ,***. £13,495 

14/63 SUZUKI SX4 SZ31.6 5-dr. White, 18,377 miles. £6495 

15/65 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.6 CDTi ESTATE 136 SRi VX R-LINE White, 5162 miles. £15,495 

15/15 VAUXHALL M0KKA HAT 1.6115PS EXCLUSIV ST 5-dr. Silver, 10,466 miles. £11,995 


NOWONLY! 

15/64 VAUXHALL M0KKA SE S/S 1.6 5-door. Satin, 12,381 miles. £12,495 

13/13 CITROEN Cl VTR+ 5-dr. Grey, 33,910 miles. £4850 

12/62 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 CLUB EC0FLEX VAN Silver, 58,279 miles. £5995 

14/14 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.6 VXR 5-dr. Blue, 12,750 miles. £10,995 

13/63 VAUXHALL ASTRA TOURER ESTATE 2.0 Diesel, Blue, 43,000 miles, 

One Owner. £8495 

13/63 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 TOURER T-L CDTi EF Silver, 27,400 miles. £11,495 

14/63 VAUXHALL M0KKA TECHLINE 1.4T S/S Olympic, 12,876 miles. £11,995 

08/58 MERCEDES CIS0 COUPE CLC Black, 78,500 miles, Alloys, History,. £6695 

13/63 DACIA DUSTER 1.6 ACCESS 4X2 5-dr. White, 47,920 miles. £6495 

13/63 DACIA DUSTER 1.6 ACCESS 5-dr. Silver, 31,429 miles. £7250 

15/65 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.4 T TOURER EXCLUSIVE Grey, 11,057 miles. £13,495 

13/13 VAUXHALL ASTRA 2.0 VXR 3-dr. VXR, Red, 28,087 miles. £14,995 

10/59 KIA CARENS 2.0S 5S ESTATE, BLUE, 38,892 miles. £3450 

10/10 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 DESIGN 5-dr. Silver, 37,317 miles. £4750 

16/16 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.0T TECHLINE 5-dr choice. Available from. £11,495 

16/66 VAUXHALL ADAM HAT 1.2 70PS JAM Red N Roll, 1 mile. £9195 

12/62 HYUNDA1110 ACTIVE 1.2 5-dr. Silver, 23,383 miles. £4995 

13/13 VAUXHALL CASCADA CVTBi 1.4 TURB0140 SE 2-dr. Red, 16,502 miles. £11,850 

13/13 VAUXHALL M0KKA HAT 1.4140 TB0 XDSIV 4X Silver, 37,071 miles. £10,750 

14/14 SEAT IBIZA 1.4 T0CA 3-dr. Red, 23,897 miles. £6995 

13/13 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA SPORT TOURER CDTi 2.0 MACADEMIA 

Metallic, 25,000 miles. £9995 


16/16 VAUXHALL ASTRA SRi NAV 1.6 CDTi 5-dr, White, Sat Nav, One Owner. £13,995 

11/11 CITROEN DS1.6 HDI Airdream Grey, 67,000 miles, F.S.H. £6,695 

15/64 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA NAV BI-TURBO Diesel, Tourer, Estate, Red, 17,000 miles ....£15,495 

14/64 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA SRI NAV CDTi Tourer Estate, Silver, 37,000 miles. £10,995 

08/57 TOYOTA AURIS1.6T SPIRIT 5-dr, Grey, 35,000 miles. £4,995 

13/13 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA ESTATE 2.0 CDTi 5-dr, Brown, 25,000 miles. £9,995 

16/16 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4T16V125 DESIGN 5-dr, Hatchback, Grey, 12,800 miles. £12,995 

07/07 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA1.6 WT+ 4X4 3-dr, In Blue. £4,995 

16/16 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4T 16V150 SRi 5-dr, Hatchback, Red, 11,500 miles. £13,995 


13/13 VAUXHALL CASCADA ELITE 1.4 S/S Convertible, Grey, 26,303 miles... 


...£11,995 13/13 VAUXHALL M0KKA 1.6SE 5-dr, Hatchback. £10,995 


WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 

01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 
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DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 
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GOOO 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

^ 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Armchair Booster 
Cushions 


Only £19.99 plus £3.95 P&P 



These high quality armchair booster 
cushions add an extra four inches to your 
seating allowing you to sit and rise with far 
greater ease. Ideal for those that struggle 
to get in and out of chairs and often find 
them too low, they are thickly padded 
with polyester stuffing and have a ribbed 
edge for additional support. The armchair 
boosters are also ideal for reviving tired and 
sagging armchairs. The armchair cushions 
measure 20 x 20 x 4 inches. 

Was £44.99. 



G0035 Navy D8875 Chocolate 



Twin Cyclone Handy 


Vac 


Only £49.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


This powerful 600W twin cyclone 
bagless handy vac provides brilliant 
floor to ceiling cleaning. Weighing only 
2.2kg, it has a 5-metre power cable, 
extendible pole and comes with a 
crevice nozzle for awkward corners. 
Dust and debris is filtered and held 
in the 0.5L collection unit. Measures 
L118 x W19.8 x H23cm. Extension pole 
length 66.2cm. 

Was £89.99. 

A brush accessory for cleaning 
fabrics and curtains is available. 

G0283 £7.99. 




G0281 Handy Vac Red 



2-in-1 Cordless 
Ceramic Steam Iron 


Only £39.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


This fantastic 2,200W 
ceramic iron can be 
used as a standard 
corded iron or, a 
lightweight cordless 
iron, which is especially 
useful when using 
it to steam delicate 
garments. 

With ceramic sole 
plate, powerful steam 
jets, water spray, 
temperature regulator 
and steam regulator, 
it’s capable of tackling 
most jobs with ease. 
With a built-in self¬ 
cleaner simply wipe the 
ceramic plate clean with 
a soft cloth. Measures 
L32 x W14 X H24cm. 
Power cable is 200cm. 
Was £59.99. 

D9753 Cordless Iron 
Turquoise/White 
D9754 Cordless Iron 
Purple/Black 



18 Litre Countertop 
Cooker 


Only £49.99 plus £4.95 P&P 



If your cooking space is bijou 
then this counter top oven is just 
for you. What these compact 
cookers lack in size they make 
up for in versatility, you can roast, 
bake, toast, grill and reheat at a 
comfortable, convenient working 
height. With a 60 minute timer 
and bell, removable grill rack and 
tempered glass door, the 1200W 
oven has a temperature range of 
100 - 230°C and measures 43.5 
x 29.5 x 28.5cm. 

Was £99.99. 

G025618L Counter top oven 


COOKS 

professional 



Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

70468 

Order online at 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 14th November 2016 and 14th February 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


I RETURN TO: EXPRESS X STAR (70468), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

I Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 

! Address_ Postcode 


I Email_ Tel, (for queries only)_ 

J I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GR0UP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_LH Mastercard LH Visa □ Maestro Issue No_ 

I My card number is: 

; i i i i irrmi i i i i rri i n i i i 22m/m 2?m/m ssa rm 

I “Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 
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Revving up for a full 
season of race thrills 

WITH testing in full swing and motorbikes being fine tuned before the sea¬ 
son opener, it’s time to have a look at our region’s top club racers. 

From the ultra-competitive Thundersport GB, to endurance racing, Dar- 
ley Moor championships and the road racing scene, there’s plenty to keep 
fans occupied over the spring and summer months, right into autumn. 

Pete Wright, aged 51, from Tividale, and team-mate Martyn Silviter, 42, 
from Blackheath, have just returned from testing in Spain. 

The Black Country pair, who compete under the double22-two racing 
banner, will be back in the No Limit Racing Endurance Cup this year, 
but will move up to 600cc after dominating the clubman class during their 
debut season in 2016. 

Lloyd Shelley, 33, from Burntwood, will be returning to the Darley Moor 
this year - but his focus will be a first stint in the Thundersport GB Elite 
Class series on his Triumph 675. 

Neil Lloyd, 46, from Wednesbury, will be back on board his Honda 
RVF400 this year. After finishing runner-up in two classes at the Darley 
Moor Club Championships in 2016 he will return to the series - but his 
main focus will be his first shot at road racing. 


Goal-line technology 
'would be welcome' 

STAFFORDSHIRE’S former Premier League referee Alan Wiley has wel¬ 
comed the news that goal-line technology may be introduced in the Cham¬ 
pionship from next season. 

The 56-year-old, from Burntwood, refereed in England’s top flight from 
1999-2010 and is pleased that EFL bosses have agreed - in principle - that 
the second tier shall follow the lead set by the Premier League. 

“It’s excellent news,” said Wiley about the possibility of the Hawk-eye 
system being introduced in the Championship. Anything that helps make 
the right decision. It’s been very positive in the top division and it’ll work 
in the Championship. 

“It’s a proven system. Once a decision is made - it’s goal or no goal - 
there’s no questioning.Teams work all week to score goals and stop conced¬ 
ing goals so we need something proving it one way or the other.” 

As to whether the law could be spread to Leagues One and Two, he added: 
“It would be good if we could but I think it’s ultimately down to costs.” 

Video assistance for officials has also been muted, and while Wiley be¬ 
lieves help would be beneficial - he doesn’t want the game to lose the 
human element. 


Rutter set to power 
back on electric bike 

MICHAEL RUTTER could be back competing in all seven Isle of Man TT 
races after revealing plans to test out a new electric bike in America. 

The Bridgnorth star has also joined former team-mate Stephen Thomp¬ 
son, who is now running his own Thompson Plastering outfit after recover¬ 
ing from an horrific injury, to race on the island. 

Thompson was rushed to hospital after a three-bike smash at the North 
West 200, in Northern Ireland, in 2015 while racing for the Bathams team. 

He eventually lost part of his arm the following year but having felt the 
pull of the racing scene return, he is now ready to get back in the business 
of motorbikes - something Rutter was more than happy to help out with. 

“Steve had a bad crash and lost his arm. He had a few problems after the 
crash but he really missed being involved with racing,” he said. “He wanted 
to set up his own team and ours will be helping out. 

“He’ll be working with us but will have his own awning and his own 
team. “I’ll be riding a Yamaha R6 600cc under his banner for the two su¬ 
persport races.” 

Rutter will also be back competing in the Lightweight TT on a bike that 
has already brought him success. 



Ron Flowers - one of the greatest 


Ron's at the head of 
the Flowers dynasty 


HE’S one of the greatest players in the 
history of Wolverhampton Wanderers. 
And now Ron Flowers is hoping to watch 
his grandson follow in his illustrious 
footsteps after the 20-year-old signed a 
professional contract with Burnley. 

A commanding centre-half, Harry Flowers 
had been turning out for Staffordshire side 
Brocton earlier this season. But after being 
spotted by a Clarets scout, he was offered, and 
accepted, a pro deal at the Lancashire club. 

And the youngster knows his grandfather is the 


SPORTING MEMORIES 



Ron Flowers playing for England in 1959. He made 49 appearances for England 


By Joseph Masi 


His form in gold and black 
also allowed him to shine on 
the international stage 


perfect role model if he ever needs advice. Born in 
Edlington, a mining village in South Yorkshire, Ron 
also had to move away to achieve his footballing am¬ 
bitions. 

He was initially spotted as a teenager by Doncas¬ 
ter Rovers before coming to the attention of Wolves 
scouts. 

But his move to the West Midlands had to wait, 
with his father Jack insisting he had to finish an ap¬ 
prenticeship with train firm LNER Locomotive before 
he left Yorkshire. 

Rescue 

Fortunately, Wolves manager Stan Cullis came 
to the rescue. He spoke to Jack and offered his son 
maximum wages for a 17-year-old, meaning that Ron 
would be earning more a week than his dad did. And 
reluctantly Jack gave in. 

But more disruption was just around the corner. 
The following year, Ron was called up for National 
Service. 

Applying to the RAF, he completed his initial train¬ 
ing at Hednesford followed by a posting to Cosford. 

It was during the six weeks of training that Ron 
made his first-team debut for Wolves against Black¬ 
pool. 

And while the Molineux men lost, Ron marked the 
occasion with a goal. 

A terrific athlete and fine passer of the ball, Flow¬ 
ers went on to establish himself in the Wolves side 
for the next 15 years, playing at either wing-half or 
centre-half. 

And it was his partnership with Peter Broadbent 
that formed the bedrock of the Wolves teams that 


won the League Championship in 1954, 1958 and 
1959, as well as the FA Cup in 1960. 

In total, Flowers made 512 appearances for the 
club between 1952 and 1967, scoring 37 goals - 
putting him sixth in the club’s all-time list of ap¬ 
pearance makers. 

His form in gold and black also allowed him to 
shine on the international stage. 

In 49 appearances for England, Flowers scored 
10 goals and played in the 1962 World Cup. He was 
also part of Sir Alf Ramsey’s squad that famously 
won the competition in 1966. 

Flowers didn’t kick a ball in anger during that 
tournament. But there is no doubt he still played 
his part. 

Flowers suspected then, as he still does now, that 
he was included in Alf Ramsey’s 22-man squad for 
the finals for a specific reason. 

The oldest member of the group, he was there to 
set an example. 

Standby 

“I was there to do a job,” he said in an exclusive 
interview with our sister daily the Express & Star. 

“As far as I had been concerned, my England ca¬ 
reer was finished. 

“I hadn’t been expecting the call.” 

Flowers also came a whisker away from playing 
in the biggest game in English football. Before the 
final in 1966, Jack Charlton had told Ramsey he 
was struggling with a cold. And that prompted the 
boss to put Flowers on stand-by. 

“The message was, be ready,” explains Flowers. 

“It was not, as you might expect however, the 
cause of any nerves, or indeed a restless night. It 
didn’t make any difference to my thinking. 

“I knew whatever he might have come down 
with, he would play. 

“Do you really think Jack Charlton was going 
to miss out on the World Cup final because of a 
cold? It would have needed to have been one heck 
of a cold.” 

After retiring from professional football Ron 
opened his shop Ron Flowers Sports in Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton. 

Today it is run by his son, and Harry’s dad, 
Glenn. 



Wolves’ midfielder Jack Price shakes hands with Ron Flowers 


Wolves legend Ron Flowers pictured in his Molineux glory days 
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Clarke now 
unbeaten in 
15 as a pro 

LENNOX Clarke made it 15 profession¬ 
al victories as he defeated the resilient 
Bartlomiej Grafka in his toughest test to 
date at the Banks’s Stadium. 

The unbeaten Halesowen prospect did 
enough to take all eight rounds receiv¬ 
ing an 80-72 score from the judges. The 
25-year-old was sharp throughout but 
his Polish opponent gave a warning he 
would be no push over in the first as he 
caught Clarke with a heavy combination. 

The super middleweight was battling 
for the centre of the ring and trying 
to tie Grafka up on the ropes but the 
28-year-old powered his way out of trou¬ 
ble and kept recapturing the centre spot. 
As the fight reached the halfway stage 
Grafka appeared to be growing into the 
contest but it was Clarke who was still 
doing the most work without hurting his 
opponent. 

The sixth and seventh round reduced 
Grafka’s face to a bloody mess. Despite 
the damage the only time the travelling 
fighter was on the canvas was when he 
slipped in the seventh. It was another 
close round in the eighth but Clarke did 
enough to earn a clean sweep and move 
a step closer to the title shot he is search¬ 
ing for. 

West Bromwich’s Joshua Stokes put 
on a masterclass in body punching as he 
got off to the perfect start in his profes¬ 
sional career. The debutant looked pow¬ 
erful as he punished Mitch Mitchell with 
crunching hooks, taking a 40-36 victory. 

Former kickboxing World Champion 
Brad Foster, from Lichfield, earned the 
only stoppage of the night, needing just 
two and a half minutes of the first round 
to finish Leonard Rafael and record his 
sixth professional win. 

In the opening fight of the night Con¬ 
nor Parker of Swadlincote defeated Liam 
Richards in a one-sided contest to earn 
his second professional win. 

No let up from head 
coach as players 
put through paces 

BAGGIES skipper Darren Fletcher says 
training remains as tough as ever under 
Tony Pulis, as the head coach refuses to 
rest on his laurels. 

Players were given four days off after 
the 2-2 draw with West Ham to spend 
time with their families before Pulis 
brought the players back in last Thurs¬ 
day. 

It was just reward for a small squad 
who are unbeaten in four games, and 
have lost once in seven league outings. 
But Pulis’s training methods are notori¬ 
ously stringent and Fletcher says there 
has been no let-up, despite the team’s 
impressive run of form. 

“We’re getting beasted so he’s defi¬ 
nitely bringing us back down to earth,” 
said Fletcher. “That’s the way it should 
be. 

“Great managers are constantly driv¬ 
ing their squad and not letting their 
squad rest on their laurels. 

“Yes, you’re doing well but it’s all 
about the next game. He’s experienced 
and he knows exactly what he’s doing. 
He prides himself and we pride ourselves 
on the fact that we run a lot.” 


Darryl riding high as Brummies' captain 



Darryl Ritchings 


BIRMINGHAM have named Darryl 
Ritchings as club captain for the 2017 
season. The 22-year-old takes over from 
former team-mate Tom Perry who re¬ 
joined parent club Cradley over the 
winter. 

Surestop Brummies boss Graham 
Drury is delighted to offer Ritchings 
the captaincy and believes the Wiltshire 
racer has plenty to bring to the role. 

Said Drury: “When Tom Perry went 
back to Cradley, not only did we lose 
a good speedway rider, we lost a good 
team captain as well. After completing 


Speedway 


the team for the year ahead, I sat down 
and thought carefully about the cap¬ 
tain’s position. I looked at everyone in 
the team and opted for Darryl for a cou¬ 
ple of reasons. 

“Firstly, he’s our one heat-leader who 
is solely focused on his team place at 
Birmingham, for the start of the season 
at least, and that means he’ll be able to 
carry that continuity even when some of 
our other riders have to fulfil their dou¬ 


bling-up commitments. However, most 
importantly I went for Darryl because of 
how long he’s been in the game. He may 
only be 22, but he’s got a hell of a lot 
of experience behind him and that will 
stand him and the team in good stead. 

“The captain’s role isn’t just about 
shouting ‘heads’ or ‘tails’ before a meet¬ 
ing, there’s so much more to it behind 
the scenes. Darryl is a sort of liaison be¬ 
tween all parties if you like and I can’t 
emphasise how much of an important 
role it is. I think we’re in for another 
exciting season at Perry Barr.” 


TOP HALF THE 
PULIS TARGET 


Chance to line up for Baggies 



James Chambers and Dele Adebola, flanked by coaches Aaron Moses Garvey and Ashley Malcolm 


BAGGIES head coach Tony Pu¬ 
lis says Albion haven’t achieved 
anything yet this season and 
has urged his players to keep 
their feet on the ground. 

The Baggies are enjoying a stand-out 
campaign and, with 37 points on the 
board already, are on course to break 
their previous Premier League record 
of 49. 

But last season the team struggled to kick on 
after reaching 40 points, and ended the campaign 
on a disappointing nine-game winless streak. 

However, there is a more determined attitude 
this time around, and Pulis is eager to make sure 
that dip in form doesn’t happen again. 

The Welshman may be an expert at avoiding 
relegation, but he has never finished in the top 
half of the Premier League, and he’s eager to rec¬ 
tify that this season. 

Granted 

When he was handed his one-year contract 
extension in October, chairman John Williams 
stated the aim was to establish the club in the 
top 10. 

Albion are currently five points clear of ninth 
place and seven points clear of the bottom half, 
but with 13 games remaining, Pulis is taking 
nothing for granted. 

“We haven’t achieved anything yet, that’s the 
important thing,” he warned. 

“It’s lovely that we’re winning and playing 
some really good football, but it can change 
quickly so you have to keep your feet on the 
ground. 

“I know where we are at present so I’m cer¬ 
tainly not getting carried away.” 

Albion didn’t play at the weekend but 18-year- 
old forward Tyler Roberts scored for Shrewsbury 
Town and was named man of the match in their 
2-1 win over AFC Wimbledon in League One. 

Roberts has two goals in six games for the 
Shrews since he joined them on loan in January, 
and the youngster has played a crucial role in 
Paul Hurst’s turnaround at Greenhous Meadow 
that has seen them move clear of the danger 
zone. 


A CHANCE to play for the Baggies is up for 
grabs, courtesy of Mary Stevens Hospice. 

The hospice is offering the opportunity to 
represent Albion in a charity match. 

A team of Albion legends will play against a 
Stourbridge FC XI at the War Memorial Ath¬ 
letic Ground, on Sunday, April 2, with Darren 
“Big Dave” Moore the first star revealed to be 
turning out to help raise funds for the Hagley 
Road hospice. 

The organisations involved have agreed to 
auction the opportunity for one person to enjoy 
the once-in-a-lifetime match day experience, 
lining up alongside some of the club’s biggest 
names. The auction will be done via email, and 


will remain open to bids until 5pm on March 
24. To submit a bid, email Amanda Bowen at 
amanda@mshfundraising.co.uk with your bid, 
the name and age of the player you’re bidding 
for and the best contact number you can be 
reached on. 

Tickets for the game will be £5 for adults and 
free for under-16s, and can be bought at the 
turnstile on the day. 

The event will start at 1pm with a big family 
fun day and mascot race, before the two teams 
kick off at 2.30pm. 

For more, visit www.marystevenshospice. 
co.uk or the Hospice Facebook page or call 
01384 377778 for further details. 


Wednesbury 
leave it late 
to secure win 

Wednesbury 16 Five Ways OE 13 

WEDNESBURY dominated the game 
from start to finish but came within a 
whisper of losing. 

From the start, the home side took 
the game to Edwardians, their forwards 
dominating their opponents and win¬ 
ning most of the scrums, giving the rest 
of the team a platform to work from. 

But with a combination of persistent 
fouls and a stubborn defence, Wednes¬ 
bury found it difficult to make the break¬ 
through. 

However, they took the lead early in 
the game with a penalty kicked by Dan 
Till. But it lasted only a few minutes as 
Edwardians intercepted a kick and raced 
over the line for a try under the posts; no 
conversion. 

Wednesbury kept the pressure on the 
visitors and were awarded a number of 
penalties but unfortunately did not man¬ 
age to convert any of them. 

Then with five minutes of the half 
remaining, they were awarded an¬ 
other penalty, converted by Till to give 
Wednesbury a 6-5 lead at half-time. 

With eight minutes of the second half 
gone the referee awarded Wednesbury a 
penalty try, Dan Till adding the conver¬ 
sion. However, within five minutes Ed¬ 
wardians were awarded a penalty which 
they converted. 

With two minutes of the match re¬ 
maining Edwardians managed to break 
through Wednesbury’s defence to score 
a try; no conversion. 

With time up the referee awarded 
Wednesbury another penalty. Dan Till 
stepped up to the mark to convert, giv¬ 
ing Wednesbury a much-deserved win. 

Wednesbury travel to Essington on 
Saturday (2.15pm kick-off). 

Wednesbury 2nds lost 17-7 away to 
Rugeley 2nds, their point coming from 
a try by Oily Beard and a conversion by 
Simon Wallace. 

Albion up next as 
Clattenburg stays 

SAUDI ARABIA-bound Mark Clatten¬ 
burg has been named referee for Albi¬ 
on’s home match with Bournemouth 
this weekend. 

The 41-year-old confirmed last week 
that he was leaving the Premier League 
for the Middle East, where he will earn 
£500,000 a year as Saudi Arabia’s new 
head of referees. 

But Clattenburg has decided to serve 
his three-month notice in England after 
speaking to referees’ chief Mike Riley. 

He will see out the rest of the season 
in England before leaving for Saudi, and 
his first game since his controversial an¬ 
nouncement will be at The Hawthorns. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 
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plastic ceiling with 
chrome inserts + 4 x led spot lights 
with all full bathroom conversions 
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SPECIAL OFFER 
FOR THE 
LESS ABLE 


Grab Rails, 
Shower Seat 
Thermostatcic Shower 
All fitted & Tiled 
All Rubbish removed 


ONLY £1895 

including VAT 


SPECIAL OFFER 
LUXURY 
MAKEOVER 


Remove Existing Bath 
Replaster where needed 
Supply & Fit Luxury 
Suite (inc. Vanity Unit) 
Wall Tiles to Ceiling 
(up to 8 sqm) 

All Rubbish Removed 


ONLY FROM £2995 

including VAT 


|^\ Q PROPERTY 
L J MAINTENANCE 

West Midlands Ltd 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


Fully Fitted Kitchens>^£4,995 

FREE DESIGN AND PLANNING 

Call Dan on : 0121 647 3585 n 

www.db-maintenance.co.uk 



























